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PONTIAC TAKES OVER THE 





Pontiac Gets the Order After Rugged 
3-Day Test* of 1957 ‘‘Highway Patrol Cars”’ 


PERFORMANCE? Here’s proof about as official as you can get it—The California 
Highway Patrol has just purchased 300 Pontiacs to be used in Highway Patrol Service. 
These cars were purchased on the basis of tests on performance, roadability, safety and 
comfort. 


Late in December on a closed-off section of superhighway and nearby mountain roads, 
six of America’s top-performing cars were selected for three days of grueling tests by 
highway patrolmen under actual operating conditions. 


These tests took guts . . . stamina for day-to-day routine driving . . . instant response 
for emergencies . . . precision control for the tight spots . . . in short, the ability to safely 
outperform anything on the road! A standard Pontiac outclassed every other car in the 
test (with the extra bonus of stretch-out comfort for husky six-footers with their service 
caps on)! 

This comes as no surprise to Pontiac engineers—who set out some time ago to design 
a car completely tuned to today’s driving conditions. More than six dozen “firsts” 
went into the 57 Pontiac—and 100,000 miles of the most rugged tests the engineers 
could devise put Pontiac on the road as the best-proved car in history. 





PONTIAC STRIKES THE PERFECT BALANCE OF POWER, RIDE AND HANDLING 


— America’s most modern and efficient power plant— 
the all-new Strato-Streak V-8. 


—'> A completely new idea in suspension for an exclusive Level-Line Ride. 


A Precision-touch control for split-second response and 
near-effortless handling. 


<> Big, multiple-sealed brakes for positive, straight-line stopping. 


Pontiac, the first choice of one of America’s largest highway patrols for all-around 
police car performance is best for America’s everyday drivers, to0. _*Details available on request. 


PONTIAC MOTOR DIVISION OF GENERAL MOTORS CORPORATION 


” Pontiac 


AMERICA’S NUMBER @ ROAD CAR SOLD BY AMERICA’S NUMBER () DEALERS 
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THE RAMBLER, most popular member of 
the American Motors family, will increase 
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26. The car in the upper right hand corner 
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the left, on this page, shows all six cars in- 
volved in this unusual test. 
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Fy % it’s award time again. We will announce the 1957 winner 
% e of the annual sree TREND award to the manufacturer making the most significant 
. “ tive advance for the year. The May issue will also have a road 
= 2 test of the aie and on ——— article on painting your car—how good are the 
feua® cheap jobs, how are they done? For the — fans we offer the strange and wonderful 
story of the Auburn-Cord-Duesenberg 
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( Advertisement) 


McCulloch 
Supercharger 





by 
John Thompson 


A stamp collector would probably have a 
field day around my office, what with the 
large amount of mail I've been receiving from 
various points all over the globe. Interest in 
superchargers, judging from these letters, 
seems to be growing by leaps and bounds— 
even in such faraway places as Rhodesia, Tur- 
key and the Union of South Africa. 


Alex Strauss, the McCulloch supercharger 
rep in Capetown, South Africa, reports in- 
terest in blowers is at an all-time high 
among owners of family-type cars as well 
as sports models. Ditto for Louis Bueno, 
whose firm, Velocidad, Inc., sponsored a 
McCulloch supercharger exhibit at the Salon 
Internacional in Mexico City. Senor Bueno 
tells me that car enthusiasts flocked to his 
booth in droves during the big show. 


NEW KIT DEPARTMENT: Now avail- 
able are McCulloch supercharger kits for 1957 
model Cadillac, Chrysler and Dodge cars. As 
usual, owners of the three makes mentioned 
here can look forward to even better accelera- 
tion and performance with no loss in engine 
smoothness or reliability. By the way, I'd like 
to point out that McCulloch superchargers 
are standard equipment on 1957 model Pack- 
ards—further proof that this is one item that’s 
growing in favor with manufacturers. Others 
who have brought out models with blowers 
hem year are Studebaker and Ford Thunder- 

ird. 


ATTENTION SPORTS CAR OWNERS: 
Chuck Porter, that popular body and fender 
repair expert from Hollywood, recently 
completed installation of a McCulloch su- 
percharger on his sleek Mercedes 300-SL! 
To our knowledge, it’s the first of its kind, 
and to say it’s attracting tremendous in- 
terest woud be putting it mildly. Chuck and 
his crew have already logged some fast 
times, but feel that with additional tuning, 
the SL will go like a bomb. We'll have 
more on this one shortly. 


Actually though, you don’t have to be 
a drag race enthusiast to enjoy the obvious 
benefits of a McCulloch supercharger. Many 
of our customers, in fact, have never even 
watched a drag competition. They're more 
interested in stepping up their overall per- 
formance and making their cars SAFER— 
and the McCulloch supercharger seems to 
be just the answer. Safe, effortless highway 
passing in a tight spot is a cinch with the 
extra horsepower a McCulloch provides. 


If you want all the facts on the McCulloch 
supercharger, just write to me, giving me the 
make and year of your car, carburetor type 
and whatever power equipment you have. 
Send your letter to John Thompson, Paxton 
Products Division, McCulloch Motors Corp., 
827 W. Olive St., Inglewood, Calif., and I'll 
get you all the details promptly, including 
price, name and address of your nearest dealer 
and an illustrated folder. 
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from the editor 





Y NOW WE FIGURE that you're pretty fed up with 

“buyers guides” as such. Every magazine in print has tried 
a different way of categorizing the new cars, whether it’s by 
price class, engineering features, components, body styles, or 
just plain alphabetically. We're tired of it, too. 

Furthermore, we think that maybe it’s a little too much to 
expect all readers to put themselves into a “category” before they 
start reading the articles about those cars and features they want 
to read about anyway. That’s why we've thrown a “system” out 
the window. Instead, we’ve compiled a series of informative 
articles on various types and facets of cars—articles that are 
intended to interest you whether you're thinking about buying a 
new (pardon us! amy) car or not. 

No matter what kind of car you may consider now or in the 
future, be sure to thoroughly look into the many points covered 
in the check list on page 17. If you find there is even one point 
that you hadn’t previously thought of, we'll have done the 
job we intended. 

In many cases, in talking to persons about their car buying, 
they who are considering buying are surprised to discover that 
there are other cars they have failed to consider. Essentially, 
this is what we have tried to point out in our article on the 
comparative road tests of six cars (starting on page 18). 

Cars today generally fall into three major classifications: 
economy, performance, and prestige. If you want economical 
transportation, there are a few U. S. cars that can give you this, 
but you have to turn to the small imported car for real economy. 

In the same way, you can turn either to sports cars for per- 
formance, or get it in the majority of American family sedans— 
particularly the “Detroit hot rods.” There are, of course, several 
bonuses to be had in sports cars, while at the same time, there are 
certain inherent faults. These points are discussed openly in the 
second part of the comparative article. 

Webster's New World Dictionary notes that “prestige” comes 
from the Latin praestigium—delusion, illusion, juggler’s trick. 
It defines the word as (1) the power to command admiration 
or esteem, and (2) reputation or distinction based on brilliance 
of achievement, character, etc.; renown. It’s our belief that many 
more persons buy cars for this reason than for any other, almost 
regardless of what kind of car they eventually own. But—above 
all else—the Cadillac symbolizes prestige. Why it does, and what 
other cars should be considered in this category, are covered in 
the third section of our “Comparative Road Tests.” 

There should be lots of fun connected with looking for a car 
to buy, whether it’s a new one, used one, custom, or classic. 
We don’t intend to frighten you off with our hints on how to 
watch out for the “hidden faults,” but it’s wise to be aware of 
them. You'll find the hints that apply to all cars but classics 
(which are a breed unto themselves) starting on page 28. A 
word of caution—don’t let the length and thoroughness of the 
check list deter you from buying a car if you want to buy it. 

And what if you don’t want to buy? You might consider rent- 
ing or leasing a car. The pros and cons are noted on page 32. 

Or you just might remain a dreamer, imagining that you 
have thousands of dollars to spend, and join Gordon Wilkins 
on his road test of the Mercedes 300-SLR. When you finish, 
you'll undoubtedly say what we did, “We'll buy it!!!” 


CA 

















NEW PLYMOUTH MILL MAKES BIG NEWS! - 


290-hp FURY V-800 engine...8-barrel carburetion...now available on ALL Plymouth models! 


You don’t need the most expensive body model to get your 
kicks from the tremendous power of Plymouth’s terrific 
new FURY V-800 engine . . . dual quads . . . direct fuel flow 
to each cylinder! 


Plymouth gives it all 8 barrels in this new engine that 
lets you scratch off as if a carrier catapult had shoved 
you...move in the quarter like a jet pilot in a rush! 


And every Plymouth is built to handle this raging 


When you drive a 


power! Every one has racing-type torsion bars up front 
... ball-joints . . . asymmetrical rear springs... for flat 
cornering and level, no-dive haul-downs. Every one has 
no-fade brakes (when the drum expands from heat, the 
shoe follows its contours, maintaining full lining-to-drum 
contact). See your dealer and drive a Plymouth soon! 


Want the FURY V-800 specs? Just write Plymouth Division, 
Chrysler Corporation, P.O. Box 1518, Detroit 31, Michigan 


moula, you're 3 full years ahead! 
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TURBO- 
JET 





TURBO-JET DIFFUSER 


produces ACCEPTABLE SOUND LEVEL 
without power sacrifice! 


Here's an entirely new, highly efficient muffler 
that produces an ACCEPTABLE SOUND 
LEVEL. This is made possible by the special 
TURBO-JET Diffuser, a result of many years 
of research and testing to develop a muffler 
that would produce an acceptable sound 
level and still retain the maximum horsepower 
increase given by straight-through con- 
struction. 


Check these features—you'll see why 
SAFGARD mufflers are your best buy! 


Increased muffler life. Maximum dissipation and 
evaporation of acids and exhaust gas conden- 








sates, reduces internal corrosion and “rusting 


out” @ Fiberglass packed, high frequency sound 
hamber @ Mini back pressure © TURBO-JET | 


Diffuser sets exhaust gas in swirling motion to | 
speed-up discharge 

Safgard makes a complete line of duals | 
for all V-8's and 6 cylinder Chevrolets. 
See your dealer for complete details. 





Satgard Muttier Division 
Dept. 17 Ruby and Armitage Sts. 
Melrose Park, til. 
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LETTERS 


SHOULD THEY BRING THEIR SECONDS? 
Gentlemen: 

For quite a while now I have been obliged 
to listen to ravings of the much oversold 
Volkswagen owners. Their cars seem to be 
faster and more economical, with better cor- 
nering and handling than anything else on 
the road. Furthermore, one would be led to 
believe that at last there is a complicated 
mechanical device that never malfunctions 

. ridiculous! 

To you members of the stoneheaded curtain 
I say this: I'll take my 1957 Morris-Minor 
“1000” and whip you any way you care to 
have at it. 

You bring your naturally aspirated and 
otherwise stock VW and I, using my like- 
wise M-M 1000 will out-accelerate, out-corner, 
carry more luggage, burn less fuel, pull 
steeper hills in top gear and otherwise beat 
you to a Teutonic pulp. Don’t argue, just 
bring your car. I will provide the race course. 
Robert Yount Rockville, Md. 


FLOWERS FOR FORD 
Dear Sir: 

It seems to me that you constantly be- 
grudge writing anything good or raving about 
a Ford. While on the other hand, you do 
nothing but positively glow about Chevrolets. 

As a fleet owner who has owned both 
makes over a number of years and a person 
whose hobby is things automotive, | fail to 
understand this attitude. From my own 
opinion, they are not in the same league in 
any respect. In both trucks and automobiles 
the comparison is staggeringly in favor of 
Ford in durability, performance and just 
plain “guts.” 

Of course I realize that style and looks de- 
pend on individual taste. Nevertheless, | will 





Gentlemen: 

I can avoid driving one of the oversized, 
overweight 1957 creations by buying one 
of the only remaining American make of 
practical-sized cars. However, that alone 
would not prevent my being side-swiped 
on narrow streets or encroached on in 
parking places by the overgrown cars. 

I think that Detroit should make a 
turnabout in their auto advertising and try 
and sell their cars on the true merits of 
each one, or each make, rather than con- 
tinually stressing big size as an asset. 
Edward Meece Tucson, Ariz. 


Gentlemen: 

After reading “If Gas Rationing Comes,” 
(Feb. MT) I got to thinking about why 
the American auto manufacturers couldn't 
get on the ball and make cars that didn’t 
swallow so much gas. 

For example, the Triumph TR-3 has 100 
horsepower and travels at 110 miles per 
hour, giving up to 30 miles per gallon. 
Sam Hess Ogden, N.Y. 


Dear Sirs: 

Those new Corvettes have plenty of dig 
for the fellows at the drags. Mine was 
admired especially by parking lot attend- 
ants and tune-up men for its sensational 
take-off. Unfortunately, the clutch mecha- 





OPEN LETTERS TO THE MANUFACTURERS 





stack up my 1957 Ford Fairlane 500 vic- 
toria against anything on the road, American 
or foreign, for workmanship, performance, 
roadability and appearance. 
William F. Field 


ELONGATED JEEPSTER 
Gentlemen: 

My father built this pickup from a 1949 
Jeepster. He took the top off and cut the 
body in the middle of the back fenders to 


Jamestown, N.Y. 





remove the back section. He extended the 
frame with 115-inch pipe and put in a second 
axle. There are extra leaves in all the springs 
and the gas tank is between the two rear 
axles. 

The middle section of the truck swings 
down with the tailgate. The top is Fiber- 
glassed plywood. The engine is a stock '51 
Studebaker V8, except for milled heads. 
Marshall Sanders Farmington, Mich. 


ERRATIC TRAFFIC 
Gentlemen: 

No wonder there are so many automobile 
accidents and so many people killed on the 
highway. Just take notice of the traffic hazards 
that I see every day I drive: turning from the 





nism, which is made of cast iron, is capa- 
ble of doing a lot of undoing when it 
comes apart at 8000 rpm. As many one- 
legged draggers will tell you—don’t run 
an old fashioned clutch plate in a hot car! 
It seems odd that parts for many of the 
foreign cars are readily available here, 
whereas Corvette parts are considered spe- 
cial and must come from Flint, Mich. Yet 
their literature says ‘9500 dealers carry a 
complete line of parts—a distinct advan- 
tage over imported sports cars.” 
Eugene Zechiel Hollywood, Calif. 


Dear Sirs: 

The move toward safety in our automo- 
tive interiors is good; therefore, is it un- 
reasonable to ask for an outside cleanup 
for the sake of pedestrians who come in 
contact with our moving vehicles? 

There are many instruments on an auto- 
mobile that contribute to and compound 
pedestrians’ injuries, if they are struck by 
or happen to walk or run into a car. 

How many pedestrians, young and old, 
might have been less seriously injured, if 
it had not been for these lethal weapons 
placed on the outside of our automobiles 
with a welding rod and bolts? 

Compare the average car with an Aus- 
tin-Healey in respect to its freedom from 
hazardous projections and edges. 

Leslie Hilton Pasadena, Calif. 
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wrong lane; pulling out into traffic from the 
curb without looking behind; making lefe 
turns as the light turns green and just before 
the oncoming traffic gets started; darting out 
into a busy street. from a blind intersection; 
making U turns with no regard to traffic 
bearing down from both directions; double 
parking, causing traffic to swerve from one 
lane to another. 

I am one of the “teen-age drivers”; I am 
17. I do not claim to be a perfect driver. But 
with all of my driving faults, I have always 
given the other fellow the right-of-way—not 
just when I feel good, or when I am not in 
a hurry, but always. I wish others would 
do the same. 
John L. Hodge 


ODE TO A KAISER 
Dear Sirs: 

I would like to add my name to those who 
mourn the passing or decline of independents. 

In January, 55, I bought a ’53 Kaiser 
Manhattan with overdrive. It had 31,000 
miles on the odometer; it now has over 
45,200. The valve setting was checked once 
and that’s the extent of the engine work. I 
hada brake reline at 41,000 (its first) and 
replaced a front wheel bearing shortly be- 
fore. That takes care of repair bills. 

I do not regret my choice of cars when it 
comes to mpg, either. I’ve yet to get a check 
below 17, even on short drives. No, I don’t 
have 300 horses under the hood; I can’t 
snap your neck off with acceleration; I must 
roll the windows, turn the steering wheel, 
push the brake pedal, shift gears, and adjust 
the seat all by myself. So what? I’ve got 
what I want and I’m satisfied! 

Donald Brandt Pilot Mound, Iowa 


BRACE UP, BUICK 
Gentlemen: 
In your article about the 57 Buick you said 
there was an annoying vibration around 60. 
I bought a 54 Packard that had the same 
trouble. I went through all the work you 
mentioned with the front wheels but no good 
My °52 was smooth as silk and they were 
about the same. I tried another 54 and it was 
just as smooth as my old car. I put the car 


Kansas City, Kan. 





ENGINE 












TRANSMISSION 






r... BRACE 
™ (heavy casting) 








on a hoist and began to look some more and 
the triangular web braces that tied the trans- 
mission to the engine were not there. Prob- 
ably Buick never used these braces but I'll bet 
it would cure the vibration you mentioned. 
Frank Lane Houghton, N.Y. 


THE CUPBOARD WAS BARE 
Gentlemen: 

If the foreign car distributors would stock 
parts to care for almost any kind of wreck, 
it might change pictures and they would sell 
better and stay sold. 

Mark M. Campbell Chula Vista, Calif. 


ARE PLUMP PYGMIES THE ANSWER? 
Gentlemen: 

My wife enjoys your magazine. She was 
looking at the new lower, longer, wider cars 
the other day and then looked at herself in 
the glass. Her remark? “I can’t see that I am 
lower, longer or wider and I can’t get in or 
out of these new cars without difficulty, so let's 
just keep driving our cars.” 

We have a Chrysler that we have been 
driving 16 years and a Packard with 91,000 


miles. 
Ewell A. Black Columbia, S.C. 





LIFT THE HOOD TO 
A BRIGHT FUTURE 


Do You Want a Better Job or a Shop of Your Own? 


LEARN Ni ge MECHANICS 


Easy to Train at Home in Spare Time 


Earn Spare Time Cash 
Soon After You Start 


Like many other CTI students, you may 
want to earn money in spare time as 
you train, CTI lessons are so practical 
you'll soom be eager to do repair work 
for friends and neighbors, perhaps in 
the local garage, or in your back yard. 
It’s entirely possible you will earn your- 
self a reputation for doing good work 
and build up a list of customers who'll 
put you im business. Many CTI gradu- 
ates got their start that way. Remember, 
with spare time earnings, you can pay 
all or part of your tuition. 


Training Pays Off 


“Have bettered myself nearly 
100%. Am in partnership with 
another fellow and we have 

H. 


Kes 24 cars of our own.”—A. 
CATES, MAINE. 


“After my completion of 

training in auto mechanics, I 

started as a full-fledged me- j 
chanic in a Buick garage.”— * 

W. CARTWRIGHT, IND. 


“I'm a student. Walked into a Cadillac- 
Oldsmobile garage and showed the 
owner my student identification card. 
He offered me a job as rm Bag gene 
mechanic. Said he would y for my 
es ”—CORLISS DARNSTAEDT, 


“On completion of my course, I went 
to work in a garage repairing genera- 
tors, starters and other electrical equip- 
ment. Training is complete and thor- 
ough.’’—J. EDWARDS, ILL. 


“I have made good progress and have 
had 3 pay raises in 8 months. Before 
I took course, I knew very little about 
a car engine. But now I can step up 
and do most any job.”—W. LONG, PA. 








That better job you've always wanted is waiting for 
you. Ie’s waiting in the automotive industry, where 
more than 50,000 mechanics are needed. They're 
needed because there are over 60 million cars and 
trucks on the road, and about two-thirds of them 
are in the “heavy repair” classification. That spells 
OPPORTUNITY for you—opportunity for interest- 
ing work, wages that rank with America’s highest, and 
lifetime security. Yes, you can earn top pay and work 
steady—even go into business for yourself—when you 
are qualified! 

And how do you qualify? A proven and time-saving 
way is to let CTI bring its original Shop-Method train- 
ing to you at home. Based on resident-school ex- 
perience, this method trains you in every phase of 
mechanics, including: tune-up; overhaul; automatic 
transmission; power systems; electric and cooling sys- 
tems; everything you need to know. You can have 
additional training, without extra cost, in Diesel Me- 
chanics or Body & Fender Rebuilding, if desired. But 
get the full story: Mail coupon below for two new 
books—BOTH FREE. Act today. 


Learn by Practicing with Kits 
MECHANIC’S TOOLS— 


In addition to easy-to-under- 
stand picture lessons, you get | 
this valuable set of fine quali- 
ty mechanic’s tools. It’s yours = 
to use and keep. Tools in-. 
crease your interest, help you’ © 
get practical experience. A 




















TUNE-UP KIT— 


Only CTI sends you this kit of” 
essential tune-up instruments. 
You get a Compression Tester, a 
Vacuum Gauge and Fuel Pump 
Tester, an Ignition Timing Light, 
and a portable steel case. Each 
instrument is the product of a 
famous manufacturer—helps you 
do professional work. 








COMMERCIAL TRADES INSTITUTE |; 























= 1400 Greenleaf Ave. Dept. A-492 
: Chicago 26, Ill. 
; Mail me Sample Lesson and new 28-page book, *‘Big Money 
FREE BOOK : in Auto Mechanics."’ Both free. No salesman will call. : 
AND a Nome Age. & 
a - ] 
SAMPLE : Address ; 
LESSON : ' 
H City Zone. State : 
i Trrrrtrtstststststhsthsthsthstestetehetethe PtP Ee ETT) wd 
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SPOTLIGHT ON 


Winding the Fury and — 
the Six-Barrel Pontiac, 





Watching the Fuel Injection Chrysler 300-C 


MERICAN MOTORS’ plight is as- 

suming increased importance as this 
month’s column goes into the typewrit- 
er. Discussing the position of the re- 
calcitrant stockholders with the one 
management spokesman available dur- 
ing Speed Weeks at Daytona 
Beach, I was assured that little if 
any immediate change in the firm 
or its products can be expected 
for the remainder of this year. 


HUDSON AND NASH CARS 
will continue to be built (and 
new models are well under way 
for the 58 battleground ) in spite 
of some stock- 
holders. A tele- 
phone conversa- 
tion with AMC 
offices brought the welcome news that 
several dozen new dealers have taken 
on the line since the new models were 
introduced. Rambler sales effort will be 
increased; outlook for this popular car 
is even better with introduction of the 
new and high-performance Rebel (see 
page 26) which will be able to hold its 
own against almost any stock car on the 
highways. Nash and Hudson sales will 
be directed toward those of independent 
and individualistic thinking who will 
demand quality, top comfort features, 
and a different-looking station wagon. 





by Joe H. Wherry 
Detroit Editor 


PONTIAC, AT THIS LAST-MINUTE 
WRITING, has top Class C production 
car time on the beach but no times are 
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yet official. You'll find the last word on 
the National Speed Trials Champion- 
ship in Don O’Reilly’s coverage in 
Motor Sports, page 58. 


PERSONALLY I THINK the greatest 


thing about the Speed Weeks’ activitv 
is the association with folks who love 
cars, breathe cars, and enjoy a chance 
to assemble where speed can be enjoyed 
without inhibitions imposed by the 
necessary enforcement on the roads. To 
sit in line awaiting your turn to move 
up to the line, take the green flag, and 
then go like blazes toward the measured 
mile in the Century Club runs is, for the 
man off the street, the culmination of 
his own personal automotive ambitions. 

The writer took a strictly stock, stick- 
shift Plymouth Fury to the Century 
Club lineup five times. Due to rough 
beach conditions during the first week, 
he got to run once. Didn’t get the best 
Century Club Fury time but came close 
with 114.351 mph with a one-mile 
windup. What hurt was that the Fury 
was badly out of time (eight degrees 
retarded ) and the secondary carburetor 
was not opening fully. But here again 
this points up what the average man off 
the street contends with. Many of them 
run just for the sheer fun of learning 
what their car can do. 


THE DRIVE DOWN TO DAYTONA 


was made in a Pontiac Chieftain with 
the triple dual-barreled carburetors. De- 
veloping a rated 290 bhp at 5000 rpm, 


this car turned in a fair 13.07 mpg of 
premium fuel for the 1395 miles from 
Detroit. Tuned by the factory, this heavy 
car (it weighed 4375 pounds with full 
fuel tank and myself aboard) showed 
greater performance than the hot 270- 
hp Pontiacs tested last month (Mar. 
MT). To 60 mph it took just 7.9 sec- 
onds (an average of a dozen runs) on 
dry concrete once I'd reached Dixie. 
From 50 to 80 mph, or in the passing 
range, the three-carb Chieftain took 8.3 
seconds. (Test 270-hp Pontiacs took 8.8 
and 8.7 for 0-60 and 8.6 and 8.3 for 
50-80.) Rear-axle ratio was 3.23 to 1. 


EXPENSE OF RUNNING A HIGH- 


PERFORMANCE CAR was pointed 
up during this trip. Of course the Hy- 
dra-Matic box, power steering, and pow- 
er brakes combined to sap enough of the 
go power to be noticeable. Nor was the 
writer attempting more than to get from 
Detroit to Daytona in the shortest time 
allowed by law. More moderately driv- 
en, this 290-hp Pontiac should be capa- 
ble of turning in 15 mpg on long trips 
where towns are few and where high 
average speeds can be maintained over 
longer periods of time. 


SUPER-DUPER CORVETTES will 


probably see team action at Sebring 
(March 23), but right now the wraps 
are on so tight that it will be a couple 
of weeks before MT can get in for 
the true dope. Next month, though, 
we'll have the story for you as well as 
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a feport on city and country driving 
with fuel injection; won’t be an around- 
the-block report either—we’ll put in a 
lot of mileage, go through many tanks 
of fuel. 

As for the Sebring Corvettes being 
prepared, they will be a far cry from any 
Corvette you've ever seen; what’s more, 
there’s a good chance that if they do 
well, Chevy may carry the Stars and 
Stripes to do battle on the playing field 
at Le Mans. Seems a pity that the world’s 
greatest racing event is distinguished by 
continued absence of American-built 
machines. 


CHRYSLER’S FUEL INJECTION got 


its first public airing at Daytona but the 
otherwise-stock 300-C burned out its 
clutch at well over 150 mph as Vicki 





Wood of Detroit drove it through the 
Century Club trap. The system injects 
fuel into the intake ports and has ram 
tubes for maximum performance. It 
develops 405 bhp at an undisclosed 
rpm. I can say, on top authority, that 
"Gt as unlikely that we {Chrysler} will 
place it on sale this year.” 


CADILLAC ELDORADO BIARRITZ 


with full power was an_ interesting 
mount for four days, during especially 
cold weather in Detroit late in January. 
With the optional powerpack (dual 
four-barrel carburetors) this prestige 
car, with its distinctive body lines and 
pointed fins, develops 325 horsepower 
at 4800 rpm and 400 pounds-feet 
torque at 3300 rpm. The dual pots 
give 25 additional rated bhp, but torque 
is not increased except for 500 increased 
peak rpm. 

The new ball-joint front suspension 
enables the Eldorado to get around cor- 
ners with an unexpected ease and with 
decreased roll. There is still a little too 
much nose dive on a fast stop, though 





not alarming, while a fast takeoff re- 
sults in less nose rise than formerly. 
With every item of optional equipment 
aboard except for the air conditioning, 
this weighty one showed sufficient scat 
to reach 60 mph in 11.2 seconds with 
the Hydra-Matic pointer set in the high- 
er DRIVE range. Stepping down through 
the detent from 50 mph took the swank 
hardtop to an honest 80 mph in 12:5 
seconds. Mileage in city driving was 
11.1 mpg and on a 90-mile run in the 
country, 14.7 was computed. 


FOR A CAR IN REGIONAL ZONE 


SERVICE, a few defects were noted 
that, to my mind, are inexcusable on a 
prestige-type car, or on any car, for 
that matter, costing as much as the EI- 
dorado: the bright metal trim over the 
headlining above the rear seat was badly 
mis-matched—the pieces meeting from 
each side showed a gap about %-inch 
wide; the right hand door, when closed, 
did not meet the body metal flush and, 
in fact, was out of alignment *-inch. 
The upholstery, genuine leather, was 
beauty itself; it was perfectly applied 
and sewn. But, the covering over the 
dashboard padding showed signs of 
hasty application and small wrinkles on 
the left of the cockpit near the wind- 
shield molding negated the type of 
appearance and craftsmanship one asso- 
ciates with Cadillac or any fine car. Hap- 
pily the exterior was as near perfect as 
today’s mass-production and quality con- 
trol allow— it was clean with no traces 
of orange-peel paint, no ill-filling sheet 
metal, etc. 

Driving ease of the Caddy is better 
than ever; the new, very low hood line 
gives the driver an excellent view, and 
for the first time in years the writer was 
not conscious of the car’s size, due, no 
doubt, to the new chassis and styling. 


PLYMOUTH PLUCKILY KEEPS its 


new toehold on third place while Buick, 
with the best line ever to bear the name, 
has evidently had its best percentage 
years. In order to learn whether Buick 
still has an oar in the almost-low price 
range, I took a new Special home for 
a week. The exhaustive road test in 
the February issue covered the Century 
—practically the same car with a big 
engine. The Special we drove in the 
city and country for some 600 miles has 
364 cubic inches, is rated at 250 bhp 
with 9.5 to 1 compression ratio. Mile- 
age turned in, overall, was an excellent 
15.6 mpg. Car had Dynaflow and full 





THE RUMOR MILL 


is now on page 10 


power equipment. Dig to 60 mph was 
11.9 seconds and from 50 to 80 the 
time was 11.6. The car stacked up better 
than average in workmanship with only 
minor defects noted. I’d say that this 
“impression car” was a bit better as- 
sembled than our road test Century of 
February. Selling for some 600 less 
dollars than the Century, the Special, 
in our opinion, remains one of the best 
buys on the market, and you can buy it 
with a stick shift. 


MAY WE PUT FORTH A POSSIBIL- 
ITY FOR 1958? Though not of the 
rumor type, it seems there’s a good 





possibility that power-operated, slide- 
back, forward roof panels may make 
their appearance. A German firm 
(Golde & Co. of Frankfurt) make a 
neat example and the word is that they 
are now jockeying for production in this 
country on American cars—maybe even 
on those in your showrooms. Europeans, 
of course, have long gone for this com- 
promise between the closed car and the 
convertible; unlike most compromises, 
it seems to give the advantages of both 
types but the disadvantages of neither. 
Those who can remember back to 1939 
will remember that the squared-off La- 
Salles and small Cadillacs of that year 
(they used the same body ) had this fea- 
ture. 


NEXT MONTH we'll try to bring you 
information relative to what the manu- 
facturers may try, publicity-wise, when 
the current power/speed mania runs 
out, if it ever does. Unit construction 
(welded body-frame) is still talked 
about for one of the 58 Big Three, 
even at this late date, so safety could be 
tried again as a selling point. 
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AUTO-MATE 


SAFTBRAK 


*Pat. Pending 


HOLDS 
BRAKES 


3 WAYS 





STOPS CREEPING 
Automatically — Instantly 


You drive and STOP as usual. 
You accelerate and GO as usual. 
BUT when stopped Saf-T-Brak 
positively holds brakes. Your 
right foot is free. It’s all auto- 
matic. Completely out of sight— 
no levers, no buttons. Three pre- 
cision made units are easily in- 
stalled on present brake system. 
Get this ultra-smart engineer- 
ing success. A must for all 
automatic transmissions. 
Sold by new car dealers and garages. 


+289 


Direct mail orders—Give make, year, model. 
In California add sales tax. 


For information, write 


AUTO-MATE CORP. OF AMERICA 
18228 Parthenia Street, Dept. T 
Northridge, California 





NAME 





STREET 





city STATE 
Dealers, distributors inquiries invited. 
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“Advent of Edsel will tempt General 
Motors to introduce a sixth make to top 
Ford.” 

FALSE—This rumor, based on memories 
of LaSalle dream cars, has no real basis. 
With over half the sales market, GM will 
be content with five makes but will, in 
all probability, increase models available 
in some makes, particularly Chevy and 
Pontiac. 


“One manufacturer is readying a four- 
door convertible for 1958.” 
FALSE—Even in the heyday of prestige 
four-door ragtops, sales were never good. 
There is no reason to believe that today’s 
market would increase acceptance. 


“Ford is about to challenge the new and 
all-out racing Corvette with a radical 
competition sports car.” 

TRUE—Six of these special Thunderbirds, 
to be raced by a factory-sponsored team, 
are under construction at the plant of a 
Los Angeles race-car builder, famous for 
his Indianapolis cars. Ford did the design 
and development, konstruction is nearing 
kompletion, and the kars may be ready for 
Sebring, March 23. (Note klues to kar 
builder’s name. ) 


“A major manufacturer’s next publicity 
stunt will be a cross-country run from 
Seattle to Key West.” 

TRUE—Identity is not known for certain, 
but there’s too much smoke about this run 
not to evidence a fire. What MOTOR 
TREND would like to know is: just what 
would such a distance run prove? 


“There’s a completely new Metropolitan 
in the works.” 

TRUE—Sales have been so good (and 
they’re getting better) that AMC has a 
new job in work that will actually carry 
four persons. It may be built in the U.S. 


“Power-dividing or non-slip rear axle is 
proving so good that there will be a 
rush to advertise it as an option.” 

TRUE—It’s almost certain that by the 
time you read this you can walk into a 
Ford, Chevy, or Pontiac dealership and 
order this near-fool-proof axle. By °57 it 
will likely be industry wide in acceptance 





and may even be standard equipment on 
some makes. 


“Plymouth is coming out with a new, 
over-300-horsepower car.” 

FALSE—At least for this year. New 300- 
hp blown Ford gave rise to this rumor but 
our informants say there’s nothing to it. 


“If present American Motors manage- 
ment is upset in current stockholder 
controversy, Nash and Hudson will be 
scratched.” 

FALSE—Even a managerial upset would 
not likely cause these two old names to 
be dropped. Both cars will be all new in 
58 and tooling is well advanced. So are 
the designs which will emphasize greater 
individuality. See “Spotlight.” 


“Labor difficulties are principal reason 
for Chrysler Corp. being behind in pro- 
duction.” 

ONLY PARTLY TRUE—One of the 
greatest hindrances in chassis output has 
been difficulty in obtaining enough extrud- 
ed rear torsion bar brackets. Three sub- 
contractors are hard put to keep up with 
needs of Chrysler due to technical prob- 
lems. 


“This year may be last one for factory 
teams at Nascar’s Daytona trials.” 
FALSE—According to Bill France, Nas- 
car’s prexy, total number of industry brass 
and representatives exceeded those of pre- 
vious years. 


“Rambler Rebel will be factory spon- 
sored in stock-car racing.” 
FALSE—Though it would no doubt do 
well, management denies any desire to en- 
gage in organized racing combat. 


“Chief Stylist Virgil Exner will leave 
Chrysler.” 

FALSE (despite our March rumor )— 
Exner’s health has returned so rapidly 
that he’s now back on an everyday work 
basis. To assist him in the paperwork load, 
Bill Schmidt from Studebaker-Packard 
Styling has joined Ex’s staff as Executive 
Stylist. And Chrysler management informs 
us that as far as they can see into their 
future, Exner is a vital part of that future. 









































Following is what Juan Man- 
uel Fangio, winner of four 
World's Racing Champion- 
; ships, has to say about MAS- 
if ERATI: 

“On January 13, 1957, I won 
; the Argentine Grand Prix in 
Buenos Aires driving the fab- 
ulous MASERATI 2.496 cc 
Grand Prix Formula car. My 
MASERATI handled beauti- 
fully on the turns and had 
unsurpassable acceleration 
on the straightaway. Compe- 
tition was keen throughout 
this race, especially from the 
second and third place win- 
ners who were also driving 
MASERATI's. I have driven 
the finest competition racers 
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The elegant MASERATI coupes are now available in ¥, 
three distinctive body designs: ZAGATO—lightweight 
l- competition coupe ; ALLEMANO—touring coupe; and the 
spectacular FRUA coupe and convertible. AllGRAN 
oO ; TURISMO models are two-liter, six-cylinder dbl. overhead : 
* cam, three-Weber carb (single or dual throat optional ). This ; 
precision-built engine has 150 HP and develops speeds \ MASERATI & F 
up to 140 MPH. Information concerning the special competition , -, 
- model available upon request. 
Send today for free illustrated brochure. 
* | In Los Angeles: In San Francisco: 
y j 


=e MASERATI 
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“ DISTRIBUTORS MOTORS 

1S 5101 Lankershim Boulevard 898 Van Ness Avenue 

ir North Hollywood, California « a / San Francisco, ' ia 
e. Phone: Stanley 7-1014 commen Phone: Ordway 3- 
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DUNLOP 
APPLIES 





ATOMIC 
ENERGY 
for Safer Tires 


Thanks to the peacetime atom, the vital heart of the 
Dunlop tire is strengthened through application of 
AccuRay®.a revolutionary precision nucleonic process. 








On cooler running AccuRated tires, 
you get many extra miles of safer driv- 
ing. What’s more, every Dunlop tire 
is more perfectly balanced to bees 
you new stability, control and comfort 
on super highways or rugged by-ways. 


























Through AccuRay’s precise nucle- 
onic action, an exact amount of pro- 
tective rubber is uniformly applied to 
every cord ply. This eliminates two 
major causes of premature tire failure; 
the dangerous te build-up caused 
by excessive ply-rubber coating and 
the equally critical ply separation and 
shearing action between plies result- 
ing when rubber coatings are too thin. 


For your own protection, get a 
matched set of Dunlop Accu- 
Rated tires...in Nylon or Super 
Hi-Test Rayon. See the pe 
line at your Dunlop dealer’s. 







Dunlop's AccuRay Process — Beta Rays, emitted 
from Strontium 90”,scan sheets of coated tire cord, 
controlling uniform application of select insulating 
rubber within precise tolerances of +.001 inch. 


YOU'LL GO FARTHER...SAFER ON TIRES BY 


DUNLOP 


THEY'RE AccuRated® 
DUNLOP TIRE AND RUBBER CORPORATION, BUFFALO 5, N.Y. 








P.$. Go/fers— you'll never know how good you are until you play a Marfli 
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THE INVISIBLE PASSENGER 
A Film Review 


Sponsored by the California Highway Safety 
Council and Association of California Insur- 
ance Companies. Written and directed by 
Jack L. Copeland. 

WENTY-ONE MINUTES of color and a 

dramatic departure from the usual safety 
film, this documentary short keeps you on the 
edge of your seat with its stark realism and 
sobering drama. 

The picture tells the intense story of an 
accident involving two teen-agers and a busi- 
ness man as seen through the eyes of a police 
officer. This is not a tsk-tsk, wrist-slapping, 
traffic accident warning. The viewer is blasted 
into mental participation in each scene. There 
is no finger pointing or lecturing in this 
factual presentation of a major problem. 

The picture has a most competent cist in- 
cluding John Agar, Lyle Talbot, Pierre Wat- 
kin, and Harry Strong. The original musical 
score is written in a jazz vein to best reflect 
the attitudes and moods of people portrayed. 

Clubs and other groups will find this 
picture potent material at their meetings. 
Prints are available in both 16- and 35-mm 
versions. Inquiries should be directed to Jack 
L. Copeland and Associates, 1741 Ivar Ave., 
Hollywood 28, Calif. —R.S. 


| DRIVE THE TURNPIKES 
AND SURVIVE 


by Paul W. Kearney 


Published by Ballantine Books, 101 Fifth 
Ave., New York 3. Available at newsstands 
in 35¢ paper-bound edition; from bookstores 
in $2.75 hard-bound edition. 

F YOU ARE ONE of those “millions of 

cliff dwellers who hardly know what it 
is to drive a mile a minute for as long as 15 
minutes straight . . .” and drive the turnpikes 
on weekends, then for everybody's sake who 
also drives them, invest in this book! 

1 Drive the Turnpikes is not a book on 
how to drive, but is a book that is based on 
the fact that “turnpike driving is as different 
from conventional driving as flying is from 
walking.” As the National Safety Council 
points out, “The high speed at which traffic 
travels on superhighways lessens the time you 
have to think and react in an emergency and 
increases the severity of any accident . . .” 

To help you avoid these accidents, safety 
expert Kearney (with 600 safety articles be- 
hind him) discusses highway hypnosis and its 
causes, how to cope with driver fatigue, the 
value of seat belts (about which MOTOR 
TREND will soon publish a highly contro- 
versial study), the fact that Jaste and not 
speed is the major contribution to accidents, 
why it pays to drive ahead of your car, the 
importance of your tires, eye examinations, 
night driving and many other subjects. 

Kearney’s book is a major contribution to 
highway safety, containing a wealth of usable 
information for all drivers. It is strongly 
endorsed by highway officials and safety or- 
ganizations. It is an important book on an 
important subject. —W.w. 




















What’s under Chevy hoods this year ? 


FIVE ENGINES! 


Nobody else in Chevrolet’s field offers 
such a broad range of performance in 
so many engine choices. You can 
have the power you want—just the 
way you want it in Chevy for ’57! 


Whatever you want in the way of power, Chevy’s 
got it—but good! Want rock-bottom thrift and 
sturdiness? What could suit you better than the 
140-h.p. “Blue-Flame” Six, the world’s best 
tested engine? V8 smoothness with maximum 
economy? That’s the “Turbo-Fire 265” with 
two-barrel carburetor and 162 h.p. 


Like more bottom-end torque and solid go all 
along the line? Try one of Chevy’s extra-cost 
power options. For example, there’s the ““Turbo- 
Fire 283” with twin-throat carburetors, 283 
cubic inches of displacement, and 185 horses. 
Then we get into the real scat class—the ‘Super 
Turbo-Fire 283” with single four-barrel carbu- 
retor, dual exhausts and 220 h.p. Top performer 
of ’em all is the white-hot Corvette version—up 
to 283 h.p., 10.5 compression and fuel injection! 
Try ’em on for size at your Chevy dealer’s... 
you can’t miss! . . . Chevrolet Division of 
General Motors, Detroit 2, Michigan. 


1USA 
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ATTENTION 
INSURANCE 
BUYERS! 


ee 


DRAG STRIPS 


a 


AUTOMOBILE 
RACE TRACKS 


asta 


PARTICIPANT 
ACCIDENT 
INSURANCE 
SPECTATOR 
INSURANCE 


We know how to 
insure these risks! 





We devote our entire 
time to auto 

racing. You may be 
assured that we will 
do the job properly. 
We insure any and all 
types of auto racing 
events anywhere in 
the country! 


WRITE OR PHONE TODAY! 


NATIONAL 
RACING 
AFFILIATES, 
INC. 


N. Perry Luster 
10915-E S. Eberhart Avenue 
Chicago 28, Illinois 


Phone . Waterfall 8-5590 
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Pete Molson’s 


GLOVE 
COMPARTMENT 


TALE OF TWO SIZES 
YOUR EDITORS, though almost all of them 
have U.S. cars that are scarcely distinguished 
for compactness, have long favored more 
sensibly sized vehicles. If the small car should 
ever return in numbers to our country, there 
are several paths its design could take. One 
comes from GM, in the person of Philip W. 
Copelin, Managing Director of Vauxhall. 
Referring to the appealing new Victor (see 
page 54) he explained its surprising roomi- 
ness like this: “Our design and manufacturing 
studies indicate that there is a minimum car 
size—what we in the industry term a mini- 
mum package size for optimum value. To try 
to shrink a car below that size takes out 
value much faster than it takes out cost.” 
This point of view, of course, is that of 
most large U.S. companies, at least when 
referring to a car of fairly conventional de- 
sign like the new Vauxhall. A different slant 
on the situation comes from Fiat, about to 
start production on the smallest mass-pro- 
duced Italian car yet seen. It is to be the 
new version of the pre-war Topolino (“Little 
Mouse”). A two-seater, it will probably use 
a two-cylinder, in-line, air-cooled engine at 
the rear. Those who remember the earlier 
version will be glad to know that the same 
type of “window shade” roll-back convertible 
top is planned for some models. Other fea- 
tures are said to be all-independent suspen- 
sion, four-speed gearbox, top speed of 55-60 
mph and, of course, astronomical fuel mile- 
age. 


CHRISTENING 

FACED WITH THE PROBLEM of naming 
quadruplets instead of just one or two new 
offspring, the Edsel Division of Ford Motor 
Co. has come up with Ranger, Pacer, Cor- 
sair and Citation for its four series, which 
will include “a’ complete mix” of 18 models. 


SOME PEOPLE HAVE ALL THE LUCK 


THE CHESHIRE CAT GRINS below belong 
to the Robert C. Crowes (left), he being 
the winner of MOTOR TREND’s Guess-What- 
the-Chrysler-Products-Will-Look-Like Contest 
of last fall. Those presenting him with the 
finny hardtop are A. W. Ratner, President of 
Greensburg Motor Co. (Pa.), where the 
photo was taken; S. Shade, Plymouth Re- 











gional Sales Promotion Manager, and Rich- 
ard L. Gardner, Sales Manager of Greensburg 
Motors. 


SIGN OF THE THREE WHEELS 


CONTINUED PROSPERITY has allowed 
many USS. citizens to forget the helping hand 
of the pawnbroker in times of adversity. 
Parisian motorists, beset by the fuel shortage 
following the Suez fiasco, are disposing of 
temporarily unwanted cars in the popular 
state pawnbroking offices. Known with rueful 
affection as Ma Tante (my aunt), the Credit 
Municipal owns the largest garage in Paris 
and has been inundated in the last few 
months. 

To get a loan (about $700 on the average 
family sedan), you take your license and 
registration, along with a certificate stating 
that you haven't already pawned the car else- 
where(!), to mechanics who disconnect the 
battery and park the car. They measure and 
record the amount of gasoline, or you can 
carry it away if you like. No, you can’t draw 
your gasoline ration if your car is pawned. 
More than 2000 cars reposed in the garage 
just after World War II. 


HOT LUNCH 

HOW HOT is the gasoline in your town? 
The South seems to take the lead in averages 
in the premium gasoline field. Houston is 
on top, Du Pont reports in its latest gasoline 
survey, with 98 octane; Atlanta, Baltimore, 
Dallas, and Fort Worth had averages of 97.8. 
Pittsburgh leads the regular fuel ratings with 
92.2, and Baltimore and Boston have 92.1. 
National averages are over 97 for premium, 
which astonished us, and 89.5 for regular. 


FALL-OUT 

WANT TO BE a race driver? You're not 
alone. When Cooper Cars of England began 
a new talent-spotting and training plan, it 
didn’t expect that 2000 young Britons would 
apply in the first day. It will cost them about 
$55 apiece to find out whether they have 
sufficient gray matter and guts . . . Gas 
turbines will show up first on trucks, pre- 
dicts Ford’s R. S. McNamara . . . Kaiser 
Aluminum has a beautiful answer to brake 
fade in a finned, lightweight, brake drum- 
hub-wheel with 14-inch demountable rim. 
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(2) New Products EUV, TLL 







ADJUSTS 
SPARK 
PERFECTLY 





Low LOW prices 
on Continental Kits 





e COMPARE PRICES ... save 
up to one-half by buying here. 

e Give your car distinguished 
longer, lower 1957 look. 


e Adds as much as 50% more 
usable luggage space in trunk. 

e COMPLETE with accessories 
for quick, easy installation. 


e Extra heavy steel, no rattles. 


Genuine Continental Kits—not cheap 
“Falsies."’ Hinged tire support permits 
tire to tilt back at a touch of the 
fingers. Equipped with extra strong 
lock. Kit includes tire cover and band, 
fenderpads, gravel pans, bumper exten- 
sions and mounting brackets. 


State make, year, model and body style 
of your car ... also choice of open or 
solid face plate and prime painted or 
polished stainless steel tire band. Item 6. 


$49 


1953-57 Chevrolet 
1949-57 Ford 

1955-57 Plymouth 
1955-57 Buick 
1956-57 Chrysler 
1956-57 DeSoto 
1956-57 Dodge 


1954-57 Mercury ( 
' 
j 


$59 


$79 
$119 


Prices are with prime painted tire 
band—add $10 for stainless steel band. 
NOTE: These prices are already so 
sensationally low that we cannot in- 
clude Continental Kits in our Quantity 
Discount. 


1953-57 Oldsmobile 
1953-57 Pontiac 
1953-57 Studebaker 


1954-55 Cadillac 
1954-57 LincolIn 


1956-57 Cadillac 
1955 Thunderbird 


WHY vou NEED 


PERFECT SPARK TIMING for all driving 
conditions. Get better mileage, greater pow- 
er, more efficient operation with easy-to- 
install CHROME-PLATED AUTO-TIMER. 
Dash-mounted control advances or retards 
spark instantly to compensate for heat, alti- 
tude, speed, load, gas octane, etc. Indicator 
shows exact advance. $6.95. Item 1. 


SENSATIONAL! 





IT’S EASY TO ORDER BY MAIL. Simply send the coupon below 














“Life” of the 
party. Hangs 
from car mir- 
ror. Ideal for 
rumpus room. 
A “thoughtful” 
gift. Remark- 
able imitation of 
South American 
shrunken head. 
8” long, with 
silky hair. Skin 
texture rubber 
head. $2.98. Item 











TRIPLE THREAT AGAINST GAS 
WASTE. Saves gas—reduces carbu- 
retor wear. Pressure regulator and 
pulsation dampener stops stalling, 








rough idle and vapor lock. Porous 3. > 

bronze filter removes water and dirt. Smaller Cheaper 
Produces smooth flow of clean fuel. Head 4” long 
Greatly improves mileage. $6.95. (not shown) $1. 
Item 2. Ppd. Item 4. Ppd. 





doors 


I pd. 








any car—‘‘snap”’ 


Item 5. Ppd. 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED or your money cheerfully refunded. 


IT’S HERE — 
prong SHRUNKEN CHILDREN’S AUTO 
HEAD SAFETY STRAP 


STOP WORRYING 

about sudden stops or 

accidentally opened 
8. 


! NEW 


STRAP holds children firmly—yet 
permits complete freedom of move- 
ment; active boys and girls can sit, 
stand, or kneel. They’re held safe 
in any position. Installs EASILY in 
it in—no tools 
needed—does NOT require cutting 
upholstery. For children 1 to 18. 
Also holds unruly pets. Only $3.75. 











| om 7. Pod. 






















DELUXE 
NEUTRA-PLUG 


Has 22 times the 
magnetic pick-up area 


STANDARD NEUTRA-PLUG) 


Engine suffering from “ACID indi- 
gestion’’? Oil swarming with micro- 
scopic abrasive flecks? Replace your 
crank case drain plug with NEUTRA- 
PLUG! Active alloy element neutral- 
izes corrosive acid. Powerful Alnico 
magnet captures metal grit. Stand- 
ard model $2.45. Deluxe model $2.95. 


No brush, no 








Me a3 
door handles, 





Genuine IMPROVED-LIFETIME! 
Bronze oil filter lasts forever. 
Guaranteed 10 years. Use oil 
10,000 miles—BIG filtering area 
removes all harmful dirt, grit. 
Fits any car’s filter case. With 
acid neutralizer. Easy to clean. 
“By-pass” element $6.95; Giant 
“Pull-flow’’ element $11.95; Com- 
plete—case with ‘“‘By-pass’’ ele- 
ment $12.95. Item 8. Ppd. 











If you order 2 items, deduct 5%; 3 or more items, 
deduct 10%. Offer does not include Continental 
Kits. Send currency, check or money order and 
we pay postage on items marked Ppd. Others 
F.O.B. Los Angeles. 20% deposit required on 
C.0.D.s (no C.O.D.s outside U.S.A.). California 
customers please add 4% Sales Tax. 


5805 E. Beverly Bivd., Dept. 688, Los Angeles 22, Calif. Phone RAymond 3-3671 








A $30.00 striping job 
for only $4 


You can PIN-STRIPE 
your car in minutes! 


paint, no 
needed . . . PIN-STRIPE front fend- 
ers, center of hood, corners of trunk 
add beauty touches arqund 
gas filler cover, on 
dash-board, etc. Large sheet jam- 
packed with designs. . 
apart and arrange any way you like. 
NOT painted sheets but super qual- 
ity decals—triple enamel striping 
will not chip, peel or fade. Ideal for 
bikes, motorcycles, outboard motors. 
State color: white or maroon. $4.95 
complete set. Item 9. Ppd. 


95 


. easy to cut 








“beret” 
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Gentlemen: Please rush me the items circled at right: 12345678 9 
OO CI Boi nn ceserstg trains Yeor............ Model............ No. Cyl....... _ ERC REREY BASE OE Cee A Giant new cata- 
ii i oe Ae ee ean eh Cecio Full Price Enclosed log sent FREE 
RR Anaad NORD Pie gan eae” 7 with order | 
RTI sti non sctansegngnsiccenccegecin eek ba hans Beto ee $ sy wpe a 
ees Oe | ae eee Be, ae ie ee eee kom fT 5c to cover pos' * 
ke Repciiidhanenstecesdaionignasuimhedbwandeh ia | | ees Se Ena 20% Deposit. Send C.0.D. | age, handling). 
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THE MIGHTY CHRYSLER 3 


FOR SPORTS CAR THRILL...AND LIVING ROOM COMFORT 


A tough, no-nonsense car is this latest version of the Convertible or hardtop models and choice of colors. 
NASCAR Grand National Champion. 375 h.p. with the SPECIFICATIONS—375 h.p., 9:25 to 1 compression ratio. 
get-away, balance and split second control of the 2 four-barrel carburetors. Special high output camshaft. 
finest sports car. But no acrobatics to get in and out. Torsion bar anti-dip front suspension. High spring rate— 
No bundling up to keep warm. Here is all the spacious low deflection. Length 219.2 in. Height 54.7 in. 

comfort you want, richly finished in sports car leather. © America’s Most Powerful Car—375 H.P. 
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In which the editors attempt to bring care 


you down to earth without pain 


agg tonto Rg 


4 | 1 OF Ga Mh dO) 
BUYING ANY CAR 


THE TYPE OF CAR I REALLY WANT: 


in picking the right car, new or used 





by Robert C. Scollay 


R THE AVERAGE PERSON, the purchase of almost any item these 
days starts with a dream. The new dream home, the new hi-fi, or the 
new car are all carefully planned and pictured within one’s mind. It is 
as good a place as any to start with the purchase of a car. No one can 
deny you the privilege of wanting what you want. It is then up to you to 
decide whether the head should rule the heart or vice versa in acquiring 
and enjoying your new possession. 

First, then, will come your personal preference: the car you would really 
like to own. The sleekness of sports cars, the luxury of the prestige class, 
the economy of the little ones, and other considerations have probably 
formulated a choice in your mind’s eye. A little soul searching will prob- 
ably modify but not completely alter this ideal. At any rate, it will not be 
unwise to retain some part of your dream car selection—remember you 
are about to buy something that should make you happy. 
UNLESS YOU OWN or plan to own more than one car, you must neces- 
sarily consider your single car as a utility vehicle. Where and why do you 
use a car the most? There is no such thing as the true all-purpose car. 
Therefore, it will be wise for you to inventory the use of your intended 
purchase. For example, if you are a salesman, use your car in business, do 
most of your driving on congested city streets, don’t need a lot of stowage 
space, and make a lot of calls, you have set up conditions which may in- 
fluence your selection. In this case, it may be a small, agile, easily parked 
foreign sedan that will make your average day happier. Many and varied 
items should be included in this car-use inventory—the size of your 
family, type of business, the roads you use; even your personal habits. It 
would also be bigotry to dismiss business or social prestige as snobbery. 
To be proud of a car is no different from being proud of your home or 
your rose bushes. The fun of driving cannot be brushed off as foolishness. 
If it isn’t fun to drive, you will have bought the wrong car. 

Another consideration is one we can do nothing about. Weather and 


climate are major factors which will probably influence your car-buying 
continued on page 46 







Prestige Eeaeseenae 
High-Performance 

Economy ic casei 
Sports peck AS 
Custom or Modified pee nr 
Classic 

Foreign OD Fr 
Domestic 


WHERE ILL USE MY CAR THE MOST: 


Going to and from work et aan 
In business PUN dai 
Camping and recreation patina 
Shopping and errands aptigicean 
Other saliaiantag 
On city streets sisaaliiteds 
On paved highways ene MELE 
On bad roads insteotigeae 


WILL MY CAR FIT THE CLIMATE? 


I could use an open car visieatamdial 
A closed car is best 


I'LL NEED OR WANT THESE EXTRAS: _ 


Power steering sini 
Power brakes nn eee 
Power seat ie ee a’ 
Power windows A ek: Se 
Heater 

Overdrive 

Automatic transmission 

Radio 2 severe 
Air conditioning artesian 


Other 


IT FITS MY BUDGET; I HAVE CONSIDERED: 


First cost Po aa: Ne 
Down payment PI AS Is 
Monthly payments siitasiidabas 
Finance charges ae 
Operating cost caeianncial 
Expected repairs Rest Pe: 
Depreciation eo go le pae 
When to trade 


MY DEAL IS LEGAL AND SAFE BECAUSE: 


I carefully read my 

contract or bill of sale 
I know exactly what I signed 
The car is free and clear 


MY INSURANCE 1S SATISFACTORY BECAUSE: 


The coverage fits my needs 
I did not pay too much 
I am properly classified 
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Economy, high-performance, and prestige class cars show 
their stuff in 1129-mile test under varied road, altitude, 
and climatic conditions. 


HEN CAR-MINDED PEOPLE converge, there is very 

often a lively session regarding European vs. American 
cars. Some time ago, therefore, we decided that such a compara- 
tive driving test might result in interesting facts and observa- 
tions. It was decided that comparisons would be made in three 
basic categories: economy, performance and prestige. The cars 
we chose are not necessarily to be considered the finest in each 
class, but they are representative. Please bear in mind that MT is 
playing no favorites, either among individual makes or between 
foreign and U.S. cars; and that, aside from examining the cars in 
their respective categories, their individually planned purposes 


are considered. 


CARS TO 


U.S. CARS: 


FORD SIX 

Available in any body style. Has 116-inch 
wheelbase and is 202 inches long overall. Ohv 
Six develops 144 bhp. Accelerates 0 to 60 mph 
in about 16 seconds. Top speed about 94 mph. 
Gasoline tank average about 18 mpg. Economi- 
cal full-size car. Price $1851 to $2656. 


CHEVROLET SIX 

Available in any body style. Has 116-inch 
wheelbase and is 200 inches long overall. Very 
similar in performance and other respects to 
Ford 6. Engine heavier than Chevrolet V8. Price 
$1885 to $2757. 


METROPOLITAN 

Available with hardtop or convertible body. 
Seats three in front; emergency rear seat. Has 
85-inch wheelbase and is 150 inches long over- 
oll. Uses Austin A-50 engine: 52 bhp, ohv four. 
Top speed about 78 mph. Can get 35 mpg. Price 
$1527 to $1551. 





P4OTOS BY BOB D'OLIVO 


It might also be well to note that, 
inevitably, many of you who happen to 
own one of the makes tested here will 
claim an extreme difference with some of 
our findings. We can only say that we 
drove ‘em as we got ’em, and if you can 
do better, be happy; if not, see either your 
nearest dealer or driving schooi, depending 
upon who you think goofed. 

Six cars were chosen for the run: the 
Studebaker Champion Six and the three- 
cylinder, two-cycle Saab 93; the Austin- 
Healey 100-Six and the DeSoto Fireflite; 
the Jaguar Mark VIII and the Cadillac 62 
convertible. 

Our route covered some 1129 miles 
starting in Hollywood and going to Pres- 
cott, Ariz., via Indio, Calif., the first day; 
Las Vegas via Flagstaff and Kingman, 
Ariz., and Boulder Dam, Nev., the 














AUSTERE STUDEBAKER has lightweight look. 


CHECK IN THE ECONOMY CLASS 


PLYMOUTH SIX 

Technically available in all body styles. Has 
118-inch wheelbase a-d is 205 inches long over- 
all. L-head Six develoos 132 bhp. Gets better 
gasoline economy but does not perform quite as 
well as Ford and Chevrolet Sixes. Price $1899 
to $2777. 


RAMBLER SIX 

Despite full-size interior has compact outside 
dimensions. Unit body construction. Has 108- 
inch wheelbase and is 191 inches long overall. 
Ohv Six develops 125 or 135 bhp. Good per- 
formance and gasoline economy. Price $1925 
to $2482. 


STUDEBAKER CHAMPION 

Available in two- or four-door sedan and two- 
door wagon. Has 116.5 wheelbase and is 202 
inches long overall. L-head Six develops 101 bhp. 
Accelerates 0 to 60 in about 20 seconds. Top 
speed about 80 mph. Con get about 21 mpg. 
Handles well. Price $2001 to $2382. 


FOREIGN CARS: 
AUSTIN A-55 


Available only as four-door, four- to five-passen- 
ger sedan. Unit body construction. Has 99-inch 
wheelbase and is 168 inches long overall. Ohv 
Four develops 51 bhp. Top speed about 75 mph. 
Can get 35 mpg. Price about $1895. 


DKW 

Available as two-door sedan, two-door converti- 
ble, and wagon. Has 93-inch wheelbase and is 
166 inches long overall. Powered by three-cylin- 
der, two-stroke, ohv engine developing 34 bhp. 
Front-wheel drive. Top speed about 71 mph. 
Average gasoline consumption 25 mpg. Price 
$1995 up. 


FORD ANGLIA and 


FORD PREFECT 

Anglia is two-door sedan. Prefect is four-door. 
Unit body construction. Has 87-inch wheelbase 
end is 151 inches overall. L-head Four develops 
36 bhp. Top speed 70 mph. Will get 35 mpg or 
better. Price $1545 to $1645. 


FORD CONSUL 
Available as four-door sedan, two-door converti- 
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second; and back to Hollywood through 
Barstow, Calif., after a side-trip to Mt. 
Charleston, Nev., the last day. This tour 
took us from sea-level to 7500 feet alti- 
tude .and through all weather and road 
conditions. Driver change-over among the 
six cars was frequent to allow each man to 
become thoroughly acquainted with all the 
cars under the varying conditions. 

An economy car, generally speaking, is 
one that has low initial cost and upkeep, 
is dependable, gives high gas mileage; it 
is small, yet has room for the family, and 
can keep up with traffic in or out of the 
city, with the gas mileage factor usually 
being the prime consideration. “Mini-cars,” 
incidentally, are not taken as part of this 
class. They are useful in Europe but are 
not as a rule satisfactory in the U.S. Over- 
all, light weight and a_ high-efficiency, 


AN MT RESEARCH REPORT BY OTTO ZIPPER 


SAAB features clean, aerodynamic styling. 


. 





small-displacement engine contribute the 
most to high gas mileage. Good assembly 
and design and the use of quality materials 
determine low upkeep cost and dependa- 
bility, even under abuse. Reasonably quick 
acceleration and fairly high cruising speed 
are obtained through good power/weight 
ratio and body streamlining. 

The Saab (a Swedish newcomer to the 
American market) and the Studebaker 
Champion compare favorably in price. The 
Studebaker, the lowest-priced of their four- 
door sedans, cost $2049 f.0.b. South Bend; 
the Saab, f.o.b. port of entry, was $1895, 
although the Saab had a heater and white- 
wall tires, which the Studebaker did not. 
The Champion, of course, is one of the 
lowest-priced American cars, whereas sev- 
eral European makes are considerably less 
than the Saab. 





STUDE engine compartment is not crowded. 





We found that the Saab kept up with all 
the cars on the trip with steady cruising 
speeds better than 60 mph. However, on 
grades it fell back. Steering response is 
quicker than the Studebaker's, although the 
latter is firm and precise. Twisty mountain 
roads found the Saab to be superior, with 
its front-wheel drive and excellent corner- 
ing abilities, and in the snow it was su- 
perior to all the other five cars. 

One can only say that the Saab’s brakes 
are fabulous—a necessity, since the three- 
cylinder, two-cycle engine gives very little 
braking power on deceleration. The efh- 
ciency of the brakes gives one the safe 
feeling that is so very often missed on 
many of the present-day domestic cars. The 
Studebaker brakes were good in relation 
to the engine output and overall weight. 


continued on next page 
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ble, and wagon. Carries four to six p Ss. W 


Unit body construction. Wheelbase is 104.5 
inches. Ohv Four develops 59 bhp. Accelerates 
0 to 60 mph in 22 seconds. Top speed about 
76 mph. Hardest driving will get 20 mpg or 
better. Price $1968 to $2307. 


GOLIATH 

Available as two-door sedan or convertible. Has 
91-inch wheelbase and is 160 inches long. Two- 
cylinder, two-stroke, fuel injection engine de- 
velops 40 bhp. Accelerates 0 to 60 mph in 31.6 
seconds. Top speed 75 mph. Gets 26 to 31 mpg 
with better average in town. No bomb, but 
economical and comfortable for four. Price 
$1898 to $1975. 


HILLMAN MINX 

Available as four-door sedan and two-door con- 
vertible. Four passenger. Unit construction. Has 
96-inch wheelbase and is 160.5 inches long. Ohv 
Four develops 51 bhp. Top speed 79 mph. Will 
accelerate 0 to 60 in 22 seconds, get up to 25 
mpg tank average. Price $1765 to $1940. 


MORGAN 4/4 SERIES II 
Cloth top, two-passenger sports. Hos 96-inch 


and is 144 inches long overall. L-head 

Four develops 36 bhp. Accelerates from 0 to 60 
in 29 ds. Gasoli ption 20 to 22 
mpg. Available speed equipment and larger 
engines improve performance. Price $1995 up. 





MORRIS MINOR 

Available as two-door sedan, convertible and 
wagon. Has 72-inch wheelbase and is 148 inches 
long overall. Ohv Four develops 37 bhp. Top 
speed about 73 mph. Price $1525 up. 


RENAULT 4-CV 

Available as four-door sedan or convertible. Has 
82.8-inch wheelbase and is 144.8 inches long 
overall. Ohv Four developing 28 bhp mounted 
in rear. Top speed about 63 mph. Can get 35 
mpg tank average. Price $1345 up. 


RENAULT DAUPHINE 

Available as four-door sedan. Has 89-inch wheel- 
base and is 155 inches long overall. Ohv Four 
developing 30 bhp mounted in rear. Can average 
39 mpg. Top speed 71 mph. Better styling and 
better performance than 4-CV. Price $1595 up. 


SAAB 93 
Available as two-door sedan. Unit body construc- 
tion. Front-wheel drive. Has 98-inch wheelbase 


ond is 158 inches long overall. Three-cylinder, 
two-stroke engine develops 33 bhp. Can get 35 
mpg or better. Top speed about 80 mph. Good 
handling and performance. Price $1895. 


SIMCA ARONDE 

Available as four-door sedan, two-door sedan, 
and hardtop, and two-door wagon. Has 96-inch 
wheelbase and is 157.8 inches long overall. Ohv 
Four develops 45 bhp. Accelerates 0 to 60 mph 
in about 23 seconds. Top speed 80 to 85 mph. 
Tank average about 28 mpg. Price $1628 up. 


VOLKSWAGEN 

Available as two-door, four-passenger . sedan. 
Has 94.5-inch wheelbase and is 160 inches long 
overall. Ohvy opposed Four develops 36 bhp and 
is rear mounted. Top speed about 68 mph. Tank 
average about 27 mpg. Good handling qualities. 
Depreciation rate very low. Price $1495 to $1675. 


VOLVO P-444 

Two-door sedan model has 102.5 wheelbase and 
is 177 inches long overall. Ohv Four develops 70 
bhp. Will do 0 to 60 mph in less than 19 sec- 
onds. Top speed better than 70 mph. Can get 
31 mpg or better. Good performance and han- 
dling qualities. Price $1995 up. 
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SAAB engine is mounted ahead of radiator. 











CARS TO CHECK 


U.S. CARS: 


BUICK CENTURY 
CADILLAC* 

CHEVROLET (270 bhp) 
CHEVROLET CORVETTE 
CHRYSLER 300-C 
CHRYSLER NEW YORKER* 
DESOTO FIREFLITE 
DODGE D-500 

FORD (245 bhp) 

FORD THUNDERBIRD 
HUDSON HORNET 

NASH AMBASSADOR 
LINCOLN 

MERCURY (290 bhp) 
OLDSMOBILE SUPER 88 
PLYMOUTH (235 bhp) 
PONTIAC SUPER CHIEF 
STUDEBAKER GOLDEN HAWK 


*See prestige class, page 23 
Also see “’Detroit’s Stock Rods,’ page 24 





IN THE HIGH-PERFORMANCE CLASS 


FOREIGN CARS: 


ARNOLT-BRISTOL 

Available as dster or two-p ger coupe. 
Has 96-inch wheelbase and is 171 inches long. 
Ohv Six develops 130 bhp. Will accelerate 0 to 
60 mph in 9.9 seconds. Speeds up to 120 mph. 
Excellent handling qualities. Price $3995 to 
$5995. 


AUSTIN-HEALEY 

Roadster with two rear jump seats. Has 92-inch 
wheelbase and is 147.5 inches long. Ohv Six 
develops 102 bhp. Accelerates 0 to 60 mph in 
about 12 seconds. Top speed about 105 mph. 
Tank average about 22 mpg. Good handling 
qualities. Price about $3200. 


FAIRTHORPE ELECTRON 

See page 52 

JAGUAR XK-140 

Available with two-p 9 ster, coupe, 
and convertible bodies. Coupe and convertible 
have extra jump seats. Has 102-inch wheelbase 
and is 156 inches long overall. Overhead-cam 
Six develops 190 bhp. Accelerates 0 to 60 in less 
than 10 seconds. Top speed about 135 mph. 
Extra speed equipment available. Excellent per- 
formance. Price $3595 to $4560. 











LANCIA AURELIA 
Available as dster or two-door sedan. Has 
104-inch wheelbase and is 172 inches long over- 
all. OHV, V6 develops 110 bph in U.S. import 
version. Accelerates 0 to 60 mph in 14.3 seconds. 
Top speed slightly over 100 mph. Will better 18- 
mpg tank average. Very good handling qualities. 
Price $5250 (roadster). 


MORGAN (with TR-3 and 


Vanguard engines) 
See Foreign Economy Cars, page 18. 


PORSCHE 

Available with coupe, convertible, and roadster 
(speedster) bodies. Has 82.8-inch wheelbase and 
is 159.5 inches long. Variety of ohv and ohc 
opposed fours developing from 60 to 100 bhp are 
availabl 4 gi rear ted. Good 1 
tion. Top speed from 100 to 125 mph. Excellent 
handling qualities. Price $2995 to $5995. 


TRIUMPH TR-3 

Roadster with available emergency rear seat and 
hard top. Has 88-inch wheelbase and is 151 
inches long overall. Ohv four develops 100 bhp. 
Accelerates 0 to 60 mph in 13.2 seconds. Top 
speed about 105 mph. Tank average 19.5 mpg. 
Price $2599 to $3752. 














6 CAR COMPARISON TEST 


continued 


Hill-climbing ability is better than the 
Saab’s but by only a small margin, and top 
speed is about 10 mph greater. However, 
the Studebaker, large in comparison to the 
Saab, very definitely lacks the performance 
the American public is being trained to 
expect from its domestic products. 

The Saab will carry four passengers and 
the Studebaker, six, in a squeeze, with 
the Stude having the edge in general 
roominess and excellence of vision, par- 
ticularly rearward. Interiors of both cars 
are relatively austere, although the Stude- 
baker appears less so. Assembly on both 
cars seemed good, but the Studebaker had 
considerable body vibration even on fairly 
smooth roads, particularly in the hood. 
The Saab, in contrast, felt rock-solid at all 
times. 

In city driving the Saab shows definite 
advantages with its smaller size, easy park- 
ing, general agility and ease of handling. 
The suspension is soft enough to make the 
ride comfortable—softer than the average 
sports car, certainly—yet firm enough to 
give excellent road holding. Long-distance 
driving was not at all tiring, but rather 
fun. As mentioned before, the Studebaker 
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steering is fast and easy and it handles 
quite well even at higher speeds, but body 
lean is heavy on sharp turns. Both cars 
badly lack acceleration at passing speeds, 
which can be annoying and even danger- 
ous. 

The Champion engine has the lowest 
American horsepower output for a 1957 
car, being rated at 101 hp out of 186 cubic 
inches displacement. It is smooth, as is the 
Saab’s (except at idle when the inherent 
irregularity of firing in the two-cycle en- 
gine is noticeable) and rather quiet, which 
latter distinction the Saab can not claim. 
The Saab engine is rated at 38 hp out of 
45 cubic inches. With the overall weights 
at 2900 pounds for the Stude and 1800 
pounds for the Saab, the power/weight 
ratio is favorable to the Studebaker. With 
higher horsepower and a better power/ 
weight ratio, one would expect the Stude- 
baker to outperform the Saab by a greater 
margin. The fact that it does not can be 
attributed to sounder overall design and a 
higher-efficiency engine in the Saab. A like 
examination of other foreign economy cars 
will point to the same fact. 

Overall gas mileage on the trip, under 


ee ee 





identical conditions, was 20.6 mpg for the 
Stude and 31.2 mpg for the Saab. An econ- 
omy run of 129 miles was made the last 
day of the trip and produced 22.6 mpg for 
the Studebaker and 41.6 mpg for the Saab. 
It should be noted here that the Saab has 
the same drawback, if it can be properly 
called such, as the DKW—the necessity 
of most two-cycle engines to operate on a 
gasoline-and-oil mixture. Outboard motor 
fans will take this mixing in stride, but the 
average American motorist might become 
somewhat piqued if he forgot the oil and, 
subsequently, burned out his engine. Since 
one quart of oil is added to each eight gal- 
lons of gasoline, the oil consumption is 
about equal to an oil change every 1500 
miles on the average domestic car. Addi- 
tional oil, of course, is not required in the 
Saab, thereby eliminating oil changes. 
The inherent design of European cars 
in this field points to economy and sim- 
plicity. Gasoline and oil prices, even with- 
out Suez crises, are relatively high, and the 
European general public does not share 
the American preoccupation with automo- 
biles for the sake of automobiles. Their 
approach is more realistic on the whole, 
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and their demand is for strictly functional 
cars. Hence the plenitude of European 
cars that are really economical. The Stude- 
baker, on the other hand, has had to fulfill 
a public desire to keep up with the 
Joneses, which results in a car that looks 
like more than it is, but which has to 
serve too many functions without being 
outstanding in any one. The relatively 
poor assembly on most domestic cars, for 
example, is accepted because Americans 
seldom seem to intend keeping their cars 
for many years. Any comparative testing 
between American and foreign economy 
cars is bound to show the domestic prod- 
uct in a bad light. Our five so-called 


DESOTO styling (upper left) gives this 


cor a high-performance 


fiably retaining the “economy class” name. 
The five American cars, on the other hand, 
seem to be straying from it. 

In the performance class, however, we 
have a different story. While we can’t say 
if there actually are more ways than one 
to skin a cat, it’s a sure bet that there are 
innumerable methods of traveling quickly 
from one point to the next. Excluding air- 
planes, race horses and Bugattis, man’s best 
choice is, of course, an automobile. And 
what a choice! The domestic market alone, 
as you probably well know, is offering a 
fantastic collection of speedsters. We won't 
go into the pros and cons of the wisdom, 
or lack thereof, of this particular atomic 


The question here is in what fashion they 
do it. 

The DeSoto, of course, is much roomier, 
comfortably seating six (if the middle 
front seater has very short legs); the ride 
is feather bed soft and, relative to the 
Healey, quiet both body- and engine-wise. 
The DeSoto, however, is noisy in both 
these departments when compared to some 
other domestic makes in its class, and even 
below. Both cars, as a matter of fact, have 
not maintained a high assembly standard 
if the fine variety of rattles, and, in the 
case of the DeSoto, poor body panel fit- 
tings and loose chrome strippings, are any 
criterion. But the DeSoto is comfortable, 





look. Engine compartment is full of equipment and gadgets. 


AUSTIN-HEALEY (upper right) sports an optional Plasticon hard top selling for $185. Engine compartment is neat and uncluttered. 


“cheap” cars—the Ford, Plymouth, Chev- 
rolet, Studebaker and Rambler Sixes— 
even bare of all optional or power equip- 
ment are not as low-priced as the Renault 
Dauphine, Simca Aronde, Volkswagen and 
Morris Minor, for example, and just are 
not true economy cars. Resale value, too, 
is on the side of the imports. The virtual 
lack of depreciation of the Volkswagen is 
too phenomenal to serve as an example, 
but the lesser known Simca Aronde, with 
its steadily increasing sales and service 
facilities, shows less depreciation (even 
percentage-wise ) than the five American 
economy cars. 

Of the three categories we are compar- 
ing, this one shows the biggest difference 
in accomplishment of initial purpose. The 
imports, while gradually modifying their 
designs to fit the American taste, are justi- 


age phenomenon, but it is interesting to 
compare the hard and soft sprung ways to 
beat ’ole Dad to the next stop light. 

An Austin-Healey two-seater roadster, 
with two emergency rear seats, was pitted 
against a DeSoto four-door hardtop of 
the Fireflite series. The six-cylinder 100- 
Six puts out 102 hp at 4600 rpm from 
161 cubic inches displacement. Compres- 
sion ratio is 8.25 to 1. The DeSoto V8 has 
341 cubic inches, gives 295 hp at 4600 
rpm 4nd has a compression ratio of 9.25 
to 1. The DeSoto, as equipped with power 
seats, steering and brakes, radio and heater 
and automatic transmission, sells for 
$3671. The Austin-Healey, with a four- 
speed gear box, overdrive, heater, top and 
plastic side curtains, is $3295. 

Both cars are capable of higher speeds 
than the average motorist will ever use. 


and on that basis would be _ infinitely 
preferable for distance driving. And it’s 
faster, both in top speed and acceleration. 
As a matter of fact, no foreign car in this 
price class will beat the American car from 
stop light to stop light. Steering is easy 
under any condition, but the power as- 
sist gives a “remote control” feeling that, 
of course, completely lacks the precision 
and firmness of the type used on the 
Healey. One might even say that it is 
dangerous to have on a car with such tre- 
mendous acceleration and speed. Other 
American cars that are even faster—the 
Pontiac we tested last month, for example 
—zgive much better road feel. The torsion 
bar front suspension, however, has greatly 
improved general handling characteristics 
and has virtually eliminated nose-diving 


when br: aking. continued on next page 
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6 CAR 
TEST 


The Austin-Healey, of course, is de- 
signed for a different purpose. It is a 
sports car pure and simple (with no little 
gasoline economy thrown in—the overall 
mileage obtained was 21.8 mpg and 26.2 
mpg on the economy run, as compared to 
the DeSoto’s 14.9 mpg and 18.2 mpg), 
and as such serves its purpose well. The 
gearshift is very positive although quite 
stiff. Overdrive can be locked in or out, 
instantaneously, with the flip of a togg!e 
switch, in third and fourth gears, thus giv- 
ing a total of six forward speeds. Road- 
holding is excellent, although the ride is 
somewhat choppy and vibration is felt 
throughout the car, particularly at higher 
speeds. Cornering ability is far superior to 
the DeSoto’s, with a distinct advantage on 
twisty roads and in the snow; such advan- 
tages are found in all foreign sports cars 
of the class. We consider the Healey to 
be a safer automobile than the DeSoto, not 
only because of its greater maneuverability 
and lower center of gravity, but because 
the lighter weight and better brakes give 
a shorter stopping distance. This, too, is 
generally characteristic of the foreign vs. 
the domestic car. 

All in all, the comments made here are 
not so much aimed at being critical as to 
point out the wide difference of initial pur- 
pose between the two cars. The Austin- 
Healey is, in our opinion, more fun and 
“better driving.” The DeSoto, on the other 
hand, is much more comfortable and re- 
quires less effort. A choice between the 
two types of performance automobiles is 
strictly a matter of individual preference. 

Without getting into astronomical 
prices, we here are considering two auto- 
mobiles whose names spell luxury and 
prestige—the Jaguar Mark VIII sun-roof 
sedan and the “IT” car of the American 
public, the Cadillac. 

The quality of workmanship in both is 
definitely first cabin from body fittings to 
interior trim. The Jaguar has its traditional 
polished walnut instrument panel and in- 
terior garnishings, and quality leather up- 
holstery. Floors are thickly carpeted and 
the rear compartment has walnut flush- 
folding occasional tables. The general im- 
pression is one of comfort and sumptuous- 
ness—the interior even “smells” good. 

The Cadillac, too, is luxurious and hand- 
some. Leather is used extensively, both the 
seats and padded dash being of high-grade 
material. The convertible top is extremely 
well-fitted, being flap- and rattle-free at 
any speed. 

There is little point in enumerating the 
plenitude of clocks, ashtrays, armrests and 
sundry items of comfort and convenience 
that are all easily accessible and freely 
operating. Both, also, have ample luggage 
space, and the Jag is equipped with a com- 
plete set of hand tools and small replace- 
ment items. 


continued 
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JAGUAR INTERIOR is beautifully appointed. Seats are deep and 
comfortable. Polished walnut tables fold flush into rear of front seat. Floor has 
thick carpeting. Biggest drawback is restricted rear seat leg room. 





CADILLAC INTERIOR displays a glistening array of instruments 
and controls in polished chrome. Quality materials and details of finish are 
evidence of why this cor qualifies for the prestige class both here and abroad. 





TYPICAL OF MANY FOREIGN CARS, Jaguar engine is fitted in a neat 
compartment. Double overhead cams make plugs readily accessible, air cleaner 
does not interfere with major components, and service points are easily reached. 

















U.S. CARS: 


CADILLAC 

Available in variety of body styles. Wheelbase 
from 130 to 150 inches. Overall length from 
213 to 236 inches. Ohv V8 develops from 300 
to 325 bhp. Accelerates from 0 to 60 mph in 
cbout 11 seconds. Top speed over 100 mph. 
Tank average 13 to 16 mpg. Luxury appoint- 
ments. Soft, quiet ride. Price $4677 to $7678. 


CONTINENTAL MARK Hi 

Available as hardtop coupe or convertible. Has 
126-inch wheelbase and is 218 inches long over- 
all. Ohv V8 in 300- to 325-horsepower class. Very 
heavy: dry weight is 4797 pounds. Features top- 
grade materials, workmanship, and distinctive 
styling. Price $9695 (hardtop). 


CHRYSLER NEW YORKER 
Available in six body styles. Has 126-inch wheel- 
base and is 219 inches long overall. Ohv V8 de- 
velops 325 bhp. Well-engineered, high-perform- 
ance car. Price $4173 to $4746. 


CARS TO CHECK IN THE PRESTIGE CLASS 


IMPERIAL 

Available in variety of body styles. Has 129-inch 
wheelbase and is 224 inches long overall. Ohv 
V8 develops 325 bhp. Well engineered. Features 
deluxe appointments. Price $4735 to $5743. 


FOREIGN CARS: 


BENTLEY 

Available in variety of body styles. Has 123-inch 
wheelbase. Horsepower of six-cylinder, F-head 
engine not announced but high performance is 
claimed. Features high-grade finish, materials, 
and workmanship. Price over $10,000. 


FACEL VEGA 

Available as two-door or 4-door hardtop. Wheel- 
base is 103 inches for two-door; 122 inches for 
four-door. Uses 225-bhp Chrysler engine. Excel- 
lent performance and handling. Good materials, 
finish, and workmanship. Price $7500 (two-door). 





JAGUAR MARK Vili 

Four-door sedan. Has 120-inch wheelbase and is 
196.5 inches long overall. Overhead-cam Six de- 
velops 190 bhp. Available with automatic trans- 
mission at price shown. Tank average between 
16 and 19.5 mpg. Top speed about 110 mph. Has 
close to sports-car handling qualities. Features 
luxury appointments. Price $5695. 


MERCEDES-BENZ (Type 300) 

Available as four-door sedan and four-door con- 
vertible. Has 120-inch wheelbase and is 199 
inches long overall. Overhead-ca:n Six develops 
136 bhp. Has automatic transmission. Well en- 
gineered. Excellent workmanship and materials. 
Price $7178 up. 


ROLLS-ROYCE 

Production model is four-door sedan. Wheelbase 
is 123 and 133 inches. Horsepower of F-head 
engine not d. Aut tic transmission. 
Top speed of better than 100 mph claimed. 
Noted for quiet operation. Has luxury appoint- 
ments. Top-grade workmanship, materials, and 
finish. Price about $12,000. 




















CADILLAC LINES are typical example of American 
styling trend. Beautifully fitted convertible top contributes 
to the silent ride in this car. 


One of the main beauties of the Cadillac 
is its absolute silence of operation. Con- 
versation, in completely normal tones, can 
be held at any speed. Even the top is vir- 
tually free of any wind noise. The Jaguar, 
however, has some wind noise, a whistling 
sound developing from the ventipanes 
over 40 mph. The engine, too, is not as 
quiet as the Cad’s, but is still very silent 
for a double-overhead-camshaft engine 
throughout all of its speed range. 

The Jaguar has certain definite advan- 
tages over the Cad in the matter of general 
handling characteristics. Having been bred 
from a sports car into a family sports sedan, 
it still retains good road holding and flat 
cornering, which can largely be attributed 
to front torsion bar suspension. Steering is 
quite responsive, and quicker than the 
Cadillac’s, although it is a little stiff in 
turns, having no power assist. The wheel, 
incidentally, is adjustable. The Borg-War- 
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JAGUAR LINES are smooth, free flowing and 
follow sports-car styling. Rather high cowl line may 
restrict vision for the short-statured driver. 


ner automatic transmission does not have 
the initial bite of the Hydra-Matic, but 
shifting operations are equally smooth. It 
speaks well for the Jaguar that perform- 
ance at higher speeds is about equal con- 
sidering that its engine is much smaller, 
developing but 190 bhp to 300 hp for the 
Cadillac. 

The Cad is easy to drive and handles 
well, except on twisty roads when the 
weight and size become quite noticeable 
to driver and brakes. Its power steering 
gives greater “feel” than most such power- 
assisted steerings. The agility and respon- 
siveness of the engine, coupled with a 
smooth shifting Hydra-Matic, create a flow 
of power that makes the car well adaptable 
to any road condition. The Cadillac, ac- 
tually, rates very high in the performance 
class. 

Just for comparison’s sake, the gasoline 
mileage figures are as follows: Cadillac, 





overall, 13.6 mpg; economy run, 16.3 
mpg. Jaguar, 16.0 mpg and 19.5 mpg. This 
is a drop from previous years’ figures ob- 
tained for the Cad, but we found, at the 
end of our run, that the ignition timing 
setting had been a few degrees retarded. 
Correction of this would result in better 
gas mileage—and performance. 

The Jaguar, as equipped with automatic 
transmission, radio, heater and twin fog 
lights, is $5695 f.0.b. port of entry. The 
Cadillac, with Hydra-Matic, power seats, 
windows, brakes and steering, radio and 
heater is $5685 f.0.b. Detroit. 

Both these cars are fine examples of 
what can be, and should be, done for 
a $5700 investment. The Jaguar can be 
great fun to drive and its owners are 
usually its firmest supporters; but the 
Cadillac, in this prestige category, is still 
the general public’s class and sweepstake - 
winner. —Otto Zipper 
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DETROIT’S 





Almost every manufacturer has climbed aboard the extra-power bandwagon. Here’s 


by Joe H. Wherry 


NE NEED ONLY READ 
the advertisements to 
know that Detroit has taken 
the performance cue from 
what hot rodders have been 
doing for two decades. Mul- 
tiple carburetors, dual ex- 
hausts, engine variations 
within most name makes, all 
point to each manufactur- 
er’s frenzied efforts to put 
optimum performance in 
the hands of every driver. 


To the average driver the 
options, “powerpacks,” etc. 
must often be confusing in- 
deed, and especially so when 
he experiences increased op- 
erating costs, rougher idling 
in the case of high compres- 
sion plus hotter camshafts. 


On the other hand the in- 
creased power does enable 
him to enter main arteries 
and gain maximum legal 
cruising speed within sec- 
onds, to pass and return to 
his side of the road in brief- 
er time. With these two abil- 
ities in mind, the produc- 
tion hot rods are safer. Most 
of them are engineered for 
better handling through 
firmer suspensions which 
reduce sway and roll on 
curves. 


In a few makes, styling is 
the bait; in all, the power 
and performance makes 
good talk. 
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PLYMOUTH 
FURY 


DODGE D-500 
& D-500-1 


DESOTO 
ADVENTURER 


CHRYSLER 
300-C 


SUPERCHARGED 
FORD & 
THUNDERBIRD 


MERCURY 
M-335 


FUEL INJECTION 
CHEVROLET & 
CORVETTE 


PONTIAC WITH 
“TRI-POWER” 


OLDSMOBILE 
J-2 ROCKET 


RAMBLER 
REBEL 


STUDEBAKER 
GOLDEN HAWK 


body features 


Two-door hardtop only; three inches 
lower, 1.5 inches longer overall; 
white finish, only, with full-length 
gold-anodized spear and golden 
= “Fury” name on fins and in- 
side. 


D-500 wetiie on fins only; this 
av in all body 
models. 





“Adventurer” in chrome script on 
fins; racing checks; Forward Look 


engine features 


Fury V-800 engine has 318 cubic 
inches, 9.25 to 1 compression ratio, 
with domed pistons; special cam- 
shaft, heavy-duty valve springs and 
ignition, dual four-barrel carburet- 
ors and exhausts. 290 bhp @ 5400 
rpm. Fury engine available in all 
se 


Red Ram 325-cubic-inch block with 
9.25 to 1 compression ratio; double 
rocker arms, dual exhausts plus ex- 
tensions. One four-borrel carburetor 
develops 285 bhp @ 4800 rpm. 
D-500-1 features dual four-borrel 
carburetors, has 310 bhp, same 
rpm. 


Larger 345-cubic-inch engine; dual 
four-barrel carburetors, higher-lift 
haft ial intake manifold, 





emblem; smooth hood; five stainl 
steel strips on rear deck; special 
gold-anodized, sunburst-style alu- 
minum wheel discs. Two-door hard- 
top, convertible models only. 


Two-door hardtop and convertible 
models only; little exterior chrome 
with peaked hood, sports-car-like 
grille, front brake cooling air scoops 
beneath dual headlights, and spe- 
cial 300-C medallion on fins. 


Basically an engine package. Nei- 
ther family nor Thunderbird line has 
any special body or trim features. 


J tal Mant 


ti 1 only; no 
special body features. 





“Fuel Injection” in chrome on 
fenders identifies passenger and 
Corvette models. 


No special body features. 


None; available in Super 88 and 98 
series. 


Four-door hardtop sedan only; solid 


air cleaners, and dual exhausts; 
heavy-duty nition, ducal breaker 
distributors; develops 345 bhp @ 
5200 rpm. 


Has 392 cubic inches, with hemi- 
spheric combustion chambers, double 
valve sp | lifters, 
9.25 to 1 compression ratio, dual 4- 
barrel carburetors and exhausts, 
and higher-lift cam than New York- 
er; 375 bhp @ 5200 rpm. Dual 
breaker point ignition; fan cutout 
optional. Optional 10.0 to 1 com- 
pression ratio and hotter cam de- 
velop 390 bhp at about 5600 rpm. 
Heavy-duty crankshaft. 





Single four-barrel carburetor on 
312-cubic-inch, 8.5 to 1 compres- 
sion ratio engine mounts belt-driven 
supercharger. Develops 300 bhp on 
regular gas at more than 4500 rpm; 
replaces 285-bhp engine. 


Based on Turnpike Cruiser’s 368- 
cubic-inch unit, powerpack features 
dual four-barrel carburetors, spe- 
cial camshaft, intake —, low- 
restriction air Ss, 
system, and 9.75 to 1 eae 
ratio. Develops 335 bhp at nearly 
5000 rpm. Fan cutout ot speed is 
retained. 

ee a hi cyl- 
inder fuel nozzles and oe * oir 
intake, competition camshaft, 10.5 
to 1 compression ratio, improved 
valving, and heavy-duty ignition de- 
velops 283 bhp @ 62 rpm from 
283 cubic inches. 








Engine has 347 cubic inches with 
triple two-barrel carburetion for 290 
bhp @ 5000 rpm; with double valve 
springs and competition camshoft 
for 317 bph @ 5200 with mechani- 
col lifters. Harmonic balancer on 
—- 10.0 to 1 compression ratio on 
ith. 


Uses 371-cubic-inch block; 10.0 to 
1 compression ratio with triple two- 
barrel carburetors, dual exhausts; 
develops 300 bhp @ 4600 rpm. Op- 
tional high-lift camshaft, special 
valving develops conservatively 
rated 312 bhp at estimated 5000 
rpm. 


vue 327-cubic-inch engine, 9.5 Loe 





gunmetal finish, bro 
aluminum stripe full length; dis- 
tinctive interior; special wheel discs. 


Coupe only (pillar model or hard- 
top); special chrome and —- aaa 
color on fin; louvered 


ratio, 
an With dual exhausts and oo 
barrel carburetor, rated 255 bhp @ 
4700 rpm. Power option is same en- 
ine with Bendix electronic fuel in- 
ection; rated 288 bhp @ 4700 rpm. 


Has 289-cubic-inch block, 8.3 to 1 

compression ratio; dual exhausts 

- ae supercharger put out 
Pp. 
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STOCK RODS 


what’s hottest among 


transmission and 
rear-axle features 


Three-speed TorqueFlite push-button 
pe standard with 3. 36 axle. Three- 





with or 
without overdrive optional, with axle 
options higher and lower than 


standard 3.54 to 1 ratio. 


Three-speed manual standard (no 
overdrive); three-speed pushbutton 
box optional. Standard axle ratios: 
3.73:1 with stick, 3.36 with auto- 
matic _ box. Numerous other ratios 
av on ! order. 





TorqueFlite Seoveeent button- io 
erated 
manual shift aled. Saepecie 
ratios range from 2.92 to 4.89 to 1. 





Three-speed TorqueFlite automatic 
standard with 3.36 to 1 rear-axle 
ratio. Three-speed manual trans- 
mission (no overdrive) optional with 
axles from 2.92 to 6.17 to 1 at ex- 
tra cost. 


Three-speed manual transmission 
(overdrive optional) or Fordomatic 
in all models. Axle ratios from 3.10 
to 3.56 to 1; others available. 


es « 


Three-speed tr ission, 
only, is standard with special fly- 
wheel, clutch, and driveshaft. Nu- 
merous (yet unspecified) rear-axle 
ratios available. 








Two-speed ee automatic box 





cors with 
Geasemeea manual and /or over- 
drive box optional; three-speed 


manual box and rear axle from 3.55 
to 4.11 for Corvette with Power- 
glide available. 


Hydra-Matic standard on 290 bhp 
engine, three-speed manual option- 
al. On 317-bhp engine three-speed 
stick standard. 3. iy to 1 rear axle 
standard on each; 3.42 to 1 op- 
tional. 


At writing, Hydra-Matic standard on 

bhp; three-speed manual avail- 
able on order with 312-bhp race 
package. Rear axle-ratios range up- 
wards from 3.23 to 1 


Three-speed box with overdrive 
standard with 4.10 to 1 axle ratio; 
Hydra-Matic and 3.15 axle ratio 
optional. No other axle ratios re- 
ported. 


Three-speed anual transmission 
with overdrive ‘ona hill-holder stand- 
ard; optional three-speed automatic. 


special chassis 
features 
Heavy-duty, firmer shocks, torsion 
bors, and rear springs; power steer- 


ing and brakes standard, monuol 
optional. 


Firmer shock absorbers are only 
special feature. 


+, | 





Chassis and 
Fireflite. Monual steering available; 
power recommended 


Stiffer shock absorbers, front tor- 
sion rs, and heavy-duty rear 
springs. Manual steering and power 
brakes standard; power steering op- 
tional. Nylon racing type tires 
standard. 

Heavy-duty shock absorbers are 


available in both passenger cars and 
T-Bird series; otherwise, no changes. 


Reportedly heavy-duty shock ab- 
sorbers. Manual steering standard, 
power optional. 


Heavy-duty shock absorbers avail- 
able for firm ride, better stability. 
Manual steering, non-power brakes 
standard; full power optional. 


Heavy-duty springs a firmer 


shock absorbers optional. 


No chassis changes except export 
(heavy-duty) shock absorbers avail- 
able. Power brakes, steering stand- 
ard; manual optional. 


Three-position adjustable shock ab- 
sorbers, heavy-duty springs stand- 
ord; also power brakes and steering. 
Flanged brake drums. 


Variable rate front coil springs; pro- 
vision for track rod in rear; heevy- 
duty shocks available. Resnovante 
frame cross-piece allows simplified 
transmission removal. 


other differences 


Turn signals, windshield washers, 
back-up lights, radio, etc. are all 
standard. 


None; both cars are principally an 
engine powerpack adaption of 
standard series. 


Dual antennas, rear-view mirrors, 
radio speakers, and deep-pile car- 
peting standard. Safety padding. 
Power brakes standard. 


Interior all beige top-grain leather 
upholstered. Usual extra cost luxury 
items standard except for optional 
powered windows and air-condition- 
ing. 150-mph d 





None for passenger cars; Thunder- 
bird has tachometer. 


No other differences at announce- 
ment. 


None over standard 270-bhp, dual- 
corburetor-engined models. Corvette 
contains tachometer. 


No other differences. 


No other differences at writing. 


Usual optional extras (radio, Weath- 
er-Eye, etc.) are standard. 


Non-wrapped windshield; techom- 
eter and manifold vacuum gouge in 
sports-type panel. 


the specials that have crept into the showroom down the street 


performance data* 


Zero to 60 mph in 8.0 seconds with 
manual transmission—over 2.0 sec- 
onds faster than standard 235-bhp 
models. Firmer suspension greotly 
improves handling. 


Zero to 60 mph in 9.4 seconds 
(D-500 with automatic transmis- 
sion), about 8.8 seconds without 
automatic box (best time of stand- 
ard 260-bhp car is 11.0). Sway, 
roll, dipping and directional stabil- 
ity much er controlled; rides 
more securely. 


Zero to 60 mph in 8.2 seconds; bet- 
ters standard 295-bhp Fireflite by 
over two seconds. Handling is little 
— from standord line—is 
good. 


8.0 seconds from zero to 60 mph 
with TorqueFlite, 7.6 with manual 
shift. Roadability neor that of sports 
cars. 


Manual-shift, blown Thunderbird 
goes from 0 to 60 in 8.0 seconds, 
Fairlane in about 9.4; 245-bhp 
standard models take 10.0 and 11.1 
respectively. Extra power increases 
holding ability in hard cornering. 


Zero to 60 mph should be at least 
0.5 second less than 9.9 seconds of 
Turnpike Cruiser or 9.6 seconds of 
Monterey with 290-bhp engine. 


Fuel injection gives 7.0 seconds di 
to 60 mph for Corvette, approx. 9. 

seconds for sedans. Handling excel- 
lent for Corvette, good for others. 


ro to 60 mph in 7.9 seconds (290 
bao); 317- aber euahaed cars, acceles- 
ation about same at low end due 
to higher peak torque. These are 
1957's hottest straight-away sedans. 
Handling slightly better than stock 
270-hp cars. 


Zero to 60 mph in 9.1 seconds with 
300-bhp engine (9.7 in standard 277 
Super 88); 312 bhp improves upper 
end; little difference in lower-end 
acceleration. Handling not changed. 


Zero to 60 in 7.5 seconds with 225- 
bhp, four-barrel-carburetor engine; 
288-bhp F.i. engine sup; 
capable of under 7.0 seconds. Hon- 
— improved with stiffer suspen- 
sion 


Zero to 60 mph in 9.2 onegn® with 
autometic transmission; seconds 
with manual. Handling “improved 


over sedans. 


“Performance given is for @ run-of-mill production car in proper tune but not in special racing trim. 














story and photos 
by Joe H. Wherry 


ACK IN THE FEBRUARY issue’s 
“Spotlight” there was a brief descrip- 
tion of the newly announced REBEL. Now 
we've driven it—at Daytona, where a high- 
level American Motors crew took it to give 
everyone a look-see. One very screwy after- 
noon the Nascar announcer’s P. A. system 
bawled forth the word that “the press 
writers are going to have a 14-mile drag 
contest with the Rebel.” 

Frankly I'd just as soon get it off right 
now that yours truly didn’t quite sock the 
gas pedal hard enough on the take-off— 
tied for fourth place (18.32 seconds) in 
a field of 15 would-be leadfooters (see 
table). That sand, you know! But the im- 
portant thing is that almost everyone 
crossed the end of the 14-mile strip at 
from 85 to 90 mph—good moving, and 
especially so on sand which is tricky at 
best. Most of us were new at beach drag- 
ging and possibly we were too cautious. No 
one outside of AMC had driven the Rebel. 

What's the Rebel gor? First off, an in- 
nocent appearance. All Rebels will be 
four-door hardtops with an all-over metal- 
lic silver-gray visage. Chrome is stock 
Rambler and the only positive identifying 
mark is a full-length slash of bronze-tone, 
anodized-aluminum dimple-paneling be- 
tween thin chrome strips. “Rebel” name 
is in chrome on front fender panels inside 
the bronze slash. 

Beneath the hood is a 327-cubic-inch 
V8 engine identical to that used in big 
Hudson and Nash cars. Camshaft remains 
calm, the compression ratio is a now more 
or less high 9.5 to 1, and the usual Nash- 
Hudson dual exhausts and transmission 
options are available. With the conven- 
tional four-barrel carburetor the output is 
255 horses at 4700 rpm and torque is 
345 pounds-feet at 2600. 

Optional at extra cost (not named at 
this writing) is the first automotive pro- 
duction installation of the excellent Bendix 
electronic fuel injection which AMC calls 
the “Electrojector.” So equipped, the com- 
pact six-seater becomes a guided road 
missile, according to what I’ve heard from 
engineers who built this rig. Power then 
jumps to 288 bhp and torque gets a 
modest increase to 350 pounds-feet at the 
same peak revs as mentioned above for the 
four-throat carburetor mill. Both engines 
have mechanical lifters. 

The Rebel AMC brought to Daytona 
to show off had, drat it, the four-barrel 
pot. But the car was a typical example of 
what the Reb will be—had adjustable 
Gabriel shock absorbers all around (soft, 
medium, or very firm), a track rod to 
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Drivescription 


eres. 


minimize road rock and roll, and heavy- 
duty springs; transmission was big Nash 
three-speed stick with overdrive (other 
choice is Hydra-Matic with lever-lift start- 
ing) and a 4.10 rear axle. With Hydra- 
Matic a 3.15 axle is standard. 

Power steering and brakes are standard 
as are padded sun visors, padded dash, 
radio, heater, windshield washers, back-up 
lights, electric clock, and undercoating. A 
very attractive upholstery scheme of black 
nylon (with metallic thread interwoven ) 
with vinyl bolsters, reclining seats, and 
hand-cranked windows are standard. 

A Rambler it is in essence, but the 
Rebel represents a counter-revolutionary 
move on the part of AMC—they’re out to 
prove they can make ’em go fast as well 
as cheaply. 

Back off the beaten paths I found a 
four-mile straight stretch of macadam with 
no traffic. On level ground, punctuated 
with intermittent shallow dips, runs were 
made in each direction with speeds of 110 
and slightly better being reached. At 60 
mph the speedometer was five per cent 
fast. Through the gears, dig is exceptional- 
ly good. Watching the Sun tachometer, 
gears were revved to 5000—this meant 


INNOCUOUS-LOOKING four-door hardtop can be identified by gray finish, special discs. 






at oa 


shifting to second gear at 40-50 indicated, 
t6 third at 80-85. All runs for acceleration 
were made with overdrive locked out of 
play, while the few fast runs were made 
with it operable—I slipped into it at an 
indicated 100 (actually about 95 mph). 

From scratch, the Rebel made 60 mph 
(true) in an average of 7.5 seconds with 
the writer only aboard (with three aboard, 
best time was 7.8). From a steady 50 mph 
in overdrive the needle hits a corrected 80, 
with sudden kickdown slapping the box 
back into third, in just 7.2 seconds. And 
that is high performance, believe me, when 
family cars are under discussion. 

A fuel consumption test was impossible 
at the time and location of our brief test. 
However, I think it quite justifiable to 
take the figures reluctantly given me by the 
AMC engineer who accompanied the car 
from Detroit to Daytona. Most of this long 
haul was made at speeds ranging from 50 
to 70 mph in overdrive, and the big V8 
engine delivered 17.5 mpg according to 
the well-kept notebook shown to me. This 
was with two aboard, plus a full trunk 
and rear passenger compartment loaded 
full of luggage. Since curb weight is right 
close to 3300 pounds, the weight/ power 


ANODIZED ALUMINUM and chrome trim spear are other distinctive features of Rebel. 
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ratio is about 12.9 pounds per bhp. Big 
engines with big inches take gas, but the 
Rebel can loaf along at highway speeds 
so easily that its economy should be within 
the realm of Rambler tradition. 

With the Bendix electronic fuel injec- 
tion, and rated power at 288, the weight/ 
power ratio comes down to around 11.8 
pounds per bhp with an estimated weight 
of 3400 pounds at the curb. Since no 
weights have been released, we are, frankly, 
shooting in the dark; however, this 327- 
inch engine weighs only 22 pounds more 
than the basic Rambler V8 with 250 
inches, so these figures are very close to 
reality. 

Handling is fine—-not superb, but im- 
proved over the regular Rambler line. The 
track rod, the heavy-duty springs, and 
Gabriel shocks (set on firm) minimize 
roll, make nose-diving on fast stops very 
slight indeed, and prevent bottoming ex- 
cept in cases where speed is extreme. The 
torque-tube drive line prevents rear-axle 





VARIABLE Gabriel shocks, heavy-duty springs and stock roll bar help the handling. 





wind-up on fast takeoffs. Feel of the road 
is good, even with power steering (Gem- 
mer) although the lock is too great 
(nearly four turns). 

The power brakes worked smoothly and 
the flanged brake drums facilitated heat 
dissipation. I do have the feeling that even 
the comparatively light-weight Rebel de- 
serves larger brakes. With the top-bracket 
performance inherent in so lightly loaded 
cars, 150.24 square inches of effective lin- 
ing area is not overly large. Fade has been 
noted on the 190-bhp, 250-cubic-inch 
Ramblers, and the Rebel brakes are the 
same, as far as I could learn. The 255- 
horse (carburetor-fitted) Rebel’s brakes 
have about 22 pounds of dead weight per 
square inch of lining, and a dead-earnest 
leadfoot can wind this baby to the century 
mark awfully fast. Then, if those brakes 
get a lot of action, or if the jockey uses 
them indiscriminately as so many drivers 
do, he can get them smoking hot and be in 
mighty serious ‘trouble. 


AIR CLEANER 
shown here is 

not stock Rebel 
equipment. Regular 
Nash oil-bath cleaner 
will be stock on all 
Rebels with exception 
of still elusive fuel 
injection model. 


But, the Rebel sho-’nuff ain’t the only 
power-packed critter with brakes that need 
beefing up, by any means. 

Will this rig sell? It should, for it has 
the quality and performance of many more 
costly cars, as much interior space as many, 
and a personality all its own. It’s unlike 
any other car made in this land. The in- 
tegral (no chassis) construction has been 
proved to be extremely durable, strong, 
and rattle-free, and the price, we are told, 
will be lower than for competitive, equally 
high-performing cars. The Rebel’s largest 
drawback will be that AMC doesn’t have 
the advertising budget sufficient to com- 
pete with the big manufacturers in the 
mass market. A peculiar type of organized, 
three-pronged campaign has all but brain- 
washed John Q. into thinking that he must 
follow the crowd into an automotive uni- 
form where individuality has no place. 

But, the advent of the Rebel—it will 
be on sale about the time this appears in 
print—can mean something else, too: that 
anyone owning a '56 or 57 Rambler can 
Rebel-ize by dropping in the 327-cubic- 
inch block. Even though the 56 Rambler 
line was all ohv six, the engine compart- 
ment and the body/undercarriage tally 
with the °57. 

The easy-to-boost performance aspects 
of such a switch were proven by William 
D. Bowman, who appeared in the Daytona 
Beach “Century Club” line one A.M. His 
mechanic and pit helper was Grimes M. 
Holcomb, Jr., whose dad operates Harford 
Nash Sales in Aberdeen, Md. At first 
glance Bowman’s car was just a three-tone 
57 Rambler V8 Custom four-door sedan. 
Curiosity netted the word that beneath the 
hood lurked a home-installed Rebel-like 
327-cubic-inch engine. Like many other 
would-be Century Clubbers, Bowman 
never got to run due to beach conditions, 
but he generously offered the writer a 
chance to report on his hybrid in MT. 

I drove it through several acceleration 
runs and with the three of us aboard, this 
neo-Rebel consistently dragged to 60 mph 
in eight seconds flat, or just 0.2 second 
less than the proto Rebel with a similar 
load. Bowman has yet to install adjustable 

shocks, still uses a Rambler clutch rather | 
than the big Nash unit, but he feels his 
car will go. I think so too, and I'll bet 
there will be more Rebel-ized Ramblers. 


RAMBLING IN THE QUARTER 


position driver seconds 
. Ken Fermoyle, Detroit, Mich. 17.87 © 
2. Samuel A. Satterwhite, Daytona Beach, Fla. 18.16 
3. Jim McMichael, Califon, W. J. 18.20 
4. Joe A. Wherry, Detroit, Mich. 18.32 
5. Mike Womer, New York, N. Y. 18.32 
6. Ray Brock, Los Angeles, Calif. 18.38 
7. Tom McCahill, Glen Garden, W. J. 18.45 
8. Don O'Reilly, Daytona Beach, Fla. 18.64 
9. Ted Webbe, Newark, N. J. 18.69 
10. Jim Kerlin, Jacksonville, Fla. 18.85 
11. Wally Parks, Los os a, 18.91 
12. Fred Pfisterer, Mt. 18.98 
13. Jackie Pfisterer, Mt. — i. Y 19.09 


15. George Kissling, Detroit, Mich. 20.10 
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by Paul Sorber 


You can get more value for your 


dollars, and avoid later grief, by knowing 


what to look for in a new or used automobilé 


.  Snraete Neng MAKE, MODEL, OR TYPE OF CAR you buy, 
be it new or used, you certainly want trouble- and expense- 
free operation. In the general classes of cars (mew, used, cus- 
tomized, utility, etc.), each individual car has peculiarities 
which can give its owner a headache. Careful inspection of the 
particular car you are about to acquire can be a better remedy 
than aspirin for those pains in the neck: it may prevent them 
entirely! ° 

WHEN YOU BUY THAT NEW CAR. If you buy a new car, take 
enough time to carefully inspect the car before you take delivery. 
Don’t waste your time looking at showroom cars, look at the 
particular car that is about to be yours. All the defects you find in 
someone else’s car won't help you one bit. 

We have provided a comprehensive check list to insure that 
you don’t overlook any points. You will notice that the check 
list is divided into four parts. For maximum protection, you 
should follow the instructions and complete Part 1 before accept- 
ing delivery. 

If you do find something wrong, especially body or paint dam- 
age, make sure it is noted for correction before you drive out in 
the car. If you notice something going bad during the guarantee 
pericd, report it promptly and get written acknowledgment from 
the dealer, the service manager, or his agent. Before the warranty 
expires, repeat the checks in Part 1 and also complete Part 2. 
This should insure that you have caught just about every fault 
you could be expected to find. 

IF THE DEALER DOESN’T COOPERATE. Should you locate some 
troubles that the dealer should, but apparently can’t or won't 
fix, you can very simply get fast action. Phone and write the 
regional representative, the factory, the dealers’ council, and 
send carbon copies of your letters to the dealer, to MOTOR 
TREND, and possibly to the Better Business Bureau. You'll do 
better if you are polite (at least the first time), and out- 
line your difficulties, letting the person you are writing to know 
the exact situation. You'll get a million dollars’ worth of service. 
ATTENTION USED-CAR BUYERS! Purchase of a used car is a 
different story. In this case, there is no manufacturer's warranty, 
and probably a short dealer's guarantee or none of any kind. 
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You must therefore find any and all defects before you buy. 
The check list is designed to help you in your search for used- 
car defects also. In this case, you should complete Parts 1, 2, 
and 3 at the same time: before purchase. 

However, your greatest insurance is the help of an inde- 
pendent, expert mechanic. He will, for $5 or a fifth, or some 
similar gift, carefully scrutinize and test-drive the car you have 
selected. Insist that the used-car dealer or private party loan you 
the car for half a day, at the least. Drive it around for a couple 
of hours and take notes on anything that you wish to ask your 
mechanic about. Then have him go over the car and the check 
list with you. 

For example, pulling the dip stick could show the engine 
oil is perfectly clean, but its viscosity is too high, indicating that 
the bearings are probably in bad shape, even though the oil 
pressure is satisfactory. At first glance, the engine may appear 
to have been overhauled as the dealer claims. However, a closer 
look may reveal undisturbed rust in the threads of many bolts 
and studs. 

With the engine running, look for puffs of air or gasses 
escaping from the breather pipe, indicating the rings are bad. 
There should be very little smoke in the exhaust and no watery 
or oily muck in the exhaust pipes. With the engine running, 
excessive quantities of water from one pipe and oil and bubbles 
in the radiator indicate a blown head gasket or cracked block. 
By driving with one hand on the shift lever, you can detect an 
inaudible grind or click in the transmission. Slowly engaging 
and disengaging the clutch will reveal a bad throwout bearing, 
if vibration is present. 

OTHER THINGS TO LOOK FOR. Here are some points that you 
might easily overlook: Some unscrupulous used-car dealers 
regroove tires to give the appearance of good tread rubber 
remaining. Sometimes they dangerously cut all the way to the 
cord and then paint the bottoms of the grooves with black 
rubber paint. Look for cord patterns in the bottom of the 
grooves after scraping them with the end of a key. Have your 
mechanic pull off a front and a rear wheel and drum to check 

continued on page 31 
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NEW-CAR BUYERS should complete 
Part 1 before accepting delivery, and 
should recheck Part 1 and complete 
Part 2 before the warranty or guaran- 
tee expires. Defective items should be 
reported immediately to the dealer or 
his authorized agent, and written, item- 
ized acknowledgment secured. 


USED-CAR BUYERS should drive the 


car being considered. After an hour 


WARRANTY EXPIRES ON 








or more taking notes on any peculiari- 
ties of the car, consult an expert me- 
chanic about your notes and, with his 
assistance, complete Parts 1, 2 and 3, 
plus any other inspections or tests he 
may suggest. 


CUSTOM-CAR BUYERS should fol- 
low the procedure outlined for used- 
car buyers, completing Part 4 in addi- 
tion to Parts 1, 2 and 3. 





HOT-ROD BUYERS should be experts 
themselves, or crazy. 

The following four-part check list is 
primarily intended to prevent an item 
being inadvertently overlooked. It is 
not an instruction sheet, but a list of 
things to watch out for. We take it for 
granted that when an item is men- 
tioned, you will know how to test or in- 
spect it. Where this is not obvious, more 
detailed instructions are given. 


OR ATs MILES 





DATE 


FOR BEST RESULTS, FILL OUT FORM WITH BALL-POINT PEN 





Mark items OK or with an X to mean NOT OK 


PART 


Per RRE beE 


HT 


Body 


Paint free from cracks, file marks, orange peel or spots? 
Shipping or other damage? 

Trim solid, well aligned? 

Body panels well aligned? 

Nothing hanging underneath? 


Doors, etc. 
Easy to lock or unlock with keys? 
Easy to lock or unlock from inside? 
Easy to open and shut doors with windows open? 
Easy to open and shut doors with windows shut? 


Trunk 


Easy to unlock and open? 

Lining neatly in place? 

Spare wheel and tire in good condition, securely fastened? 
Tools and jack in good condition? 

Jack functions properly (try it)? 

Courtesy light functions properly (if installed)? 

Easy to shut and lock lid? 


Hood 
Easy to open? 
Latch functions properly? 
Safety latch functions properly? 
Courtesy light functions properly (if installed)? 
Easy to shut hood tightly? 


Engine Compartment 
Radiator full, water clean? 
If delivered in freezing weather, has anti-freeze been put in? 
Crankcase and transmission full of clean oil? (Try dipsticks.) 
Brake master cylinder full? 
Hoses, wires, gadgets securely fastened? 
No water, oil or gasoline leaking anyplace? 


Lights 
(Note location of fuses immediately.) 
Parking lights operate properly? 
Tail lights operate properly? 
Turn signals (front) operate properly? 
Turn signals (rear) operate properly? 


PTTL LTT 


| 


| | 


| 
HEEL TT 


BaDeenae 


PET TT 


| 


ETT 


LETT 


HT | 


Stop lights operate properly with lights on or turn signals on? 
Stop lights operate properly with other lights off? 

Instrument lights operate properly? 

Headlights operate properly (low beams)? 

Headlights operate properly (high beams)? 

Backup lights operate properly? 

Courtesy lights operate properly? (Door switch operated.) 
Courtesy lights operate properly? (Manually switched.) 
Instrument light dimmer control operate properly? 


Windows 


No cracks, pits, discoloration in glass? 

Easy to open, shut, lock, or unlock vent windows? 

Easy to open or shut windows? 

Windows seal tightly? 

Weather stripping is tight and seals well? 

Rear-view mirror well positioned, easy to adjust? 

Trim around all windows, including windshield and rear 
window, fits well? 


Controls 
Ignition key easy to insert and turn? 
Easy to start engine when cold? 
Automatic choke operates properly? 
Gauges indicate properly? 
Easy to restart engine when warm? 
Windshield wipers and washers operate properly? ~ 
Ventilating air controls operate properly? 
Air blower operates properly at high and low speed? 
Convertible top operates properly? 


Accessories 
Radio operation satisfactory? 
Heater operation satisfactory? 
Defroster operation satisfactory? 
Air conditioning operation satisfactory? 
Cigarette lighter operates properly? 
Easy to open or shut ashtrays? 
Easy to adjust sun visors? 


Wheels and Tires 


Lug bolts tight? (Try to tighten them further.) 

Hubcaps or wheel covers tight? 

Tires properly inflated? (See owner's manual.) ‘ 
No oil leaking from bearings or brakes to tires? 
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PART 2 Windows 
Body ———_—_—_No leaks or drafts? 
Any rattles or squeaks? ——. Weather stripping tight and undamaged? 
At what ds? Where? Cc 
os - ontrols 
———_—— Convertible top in good condition? Bees engine warm dp quickly? 
Doors, etc. —___— Does engine overheat? 
. . ‘ Cc Is undamaged? 
——— _ No misfit or sag, such as scrape marks, looseness at latch or hinge? Guchin tien ate anne ot? 
———_—_ Any leaks or drafts around edges of doors? re hat 
Which one? Ride 
Where? ___._—S- Dees carr bottom easily? 
Are shocks weak on rough roads? (Check for excessive bouncing.) 
Trunk a 
—__—._—S_=—iIs weather stripping tight? Handling 
—___—r=—NNo leaks? __._— Dees wheel pull on a straight uncrowned road? 
—__.._—=—sO Are drains open? —____._—sCiNo slop in the steering? (Wiggle steering wheel and see if car 
______——iIs spare holding air? responds promptly.) 
____._—S_— Is counterbalance strong? Does lid stay open? —__—_—Noo pull to one side when brakes applied? 
—__.__— Brake nose dive excessive? 
Hood i i General 
—— Any p war soem = are is Metesiccsch ——— _~—_ Exhaust system not badly rusted? 
aS Does rain water drain onto distributor or other vital engine Drive Line, etc. 
parts when hood is opened? ——_ = Any transmission whine? 
Is terbal strong; does hood stay open? What speeds? What gears? 
—___—SW=i Doles transmission shift roughly? 
Engine Compartment What speeds? __________ What gears? 
—___— __— No water on oil dipstick? ———_—_ Any evidence of clutch or other slippage? 
—__.._—C No oll in radiator water? When? 
———_ Any pinging or detonation? ———_—_ Any mechanical vibration, clanking, or other unnecessary noise? 
Under what conditions? What speeds? ________—~——S——s— Where? 
re —_—S_— Any slack in driveshaft; any clicks or other noises? (Try rocking from 
Wheels and Tires LOW to REVERSE too.) 
—__—_—— Are front tires worn evenly? What speeds? Where? 
—___._—Cs No cracks, cuts, bulges, or other injuries on sidewalls of tires? ——___—=— Any rear-end howl? 
(Check both inside and outside of each tire.) What Speeds? Reverse? 
PART 3 Controls 
Body —___—_iIs oil pressure satisfactory? 
—___._— Is paint worn thin in spots? ———._—sC Does. ammeter read charge except when idling? 
—___._siIs rust excessive? (Especially check under fenders.) A e 
—___._— Any indications of collision damage? (Check for wavy rain gutters ccessories X : 
over doors, welds on edges of door, under fenders, on firewall.) ©———— No sand in front or rear radio speaker? (Turn radio on loudly and 
—___—_—«-— On a level parking spot, does one corner or side of the car droop? listen for distortion or buzzing.) 
Trunk Uph meme! 4 ? 
Any excessive rust in trunk? sore er oe ow rill —— 
ager y Id year Setiiten é ? —_____ Do seat covers mask broken springs, lumps, bad stuffing, or other 
ected jany welds or other signs of collision damage damage? (Feel all over the seats.) 
—___—_ Does headlining sag, or is it otherwise damaged? 
Engine Compartment Does interior have a bad odor? (Be suspicious of a “new-car smell” 
Is engine clean, with little grease or dirt? —it comes in bottles nowadays.) 
——- Hes mre pee Pp (See ry rust 17 a tnesagean oy wooo ) No stains from spilled materials or rain leaks? 
istur and i was p while in or out of car. 9 tie ake yer > 
—__—_——siIs the battery in good condition? (Have it tested.) C0 GREED GE a er ey mae 
A Engine 
Wheels and Tires __._—Is there much grease around oil filler or breather pipe? 
__.-—s-_—' Nee cracks, dents, or rusted areas on wheels? ___—S"_— With engine running, do puffs of oily vapor escape from oil filler or 
____._—C Have tires been regrooved and painted? (Check bottoms of grooves breather pipes? 
for cords cut by groover.) —__—S_—r(No bearing knock? 
—___—— Arre fender skirts easy to remove for changing flats? _.—S_«—Noo excessive valve noise when engine is warm? 
_____—— Are brakes or drums in good shape? (Have mechanic pull wheels ___—S_— Is exhaust smoky, oily, or otherwise abnormal? 
and check.) __—S=—s Are there heavy, oily, or wet deposits ir: exhaust pipes? 
PART 4 (Customized Cars) Engine Compartment 


ai Vis 





Body 

Is paint chipped or cracked where chrome was removed, or 
lead added? 

Ripples in body panels? 

Has car been lowered too much? (Is clearance on driveways and 
dips sufficient?) 

Will body drag with fiat tire? 


Doors, etc. 
Latches operate satisfactorily? 
Any roughness where handles were removed? 


Trunk 
Any roughness where license plate or latch was removed? 


Hood 
Any roughness where chrome or ornament was removed? 
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| | | 


Any bad chrome on any of the parts? 


Windows 
Vision impaired by lowered top or colored glass? 


General 
If uncompleted, would remainder of work be excessively expensive? 
(Get estimate!) 
Is lighting legal in your state? (Headlight height, tail light color, 
license plate lights, etc.) 


Styling 

Is car so radical or so completely modified as to make collision or 
other repairs too costly? 

Is resale value bad? (Take to used-car lot and get idea of what you 
could get for it on a quick sale.) 

Is styling already out of date? 





fA ©@®# 64 A oA Oe Ce 





ell’’ 


ror 


sive? 


you 





Get what you 
PAY for 


continued from page 28 


the brake linings and the condition of the brake drums. Also 
check the flexible hoses to the wheels, and check the brake 
fluid level in the master cylinder. 

To make sure that you aren’t buying a car that has been 
wrecked, sight along the drip molding over the door for 
straightness, check the door alignment and the metal around 
the hinges for welds, inspect the firewall and the inside of the 
trunk, hood, and fenders for welds, and put the car on a hoist 
and check the frame for spots where it has been recently welded 
or heated and straightened. Have your mechanic ascertain the 
condition of the front-end alignment and suspension, as well 
as the steering. If any of the adjustments are turned to the 
limit, further correction for wear will require replacement of 
parts instead of a simple twist of a wrench. 

IS THE PRICE FAIR? When it comes co figuring the price of 
the used car you are about to buy, you should get a total of the 
complete, delivered cost, including all taxes, finance charges 
and other costs involved. Add to this the cost of any repairs your 
mechanic believes necessary or likely to crop up in the near 
future. Compare this total figure with the current Blue or Red 
Book retail value of the car. Your total cost should be lower, 
and the lower the better. If it isn’t, and you can’t talk the price 
down, buy another car instead. 

SPECIAL CASES: CUSTOMIZED AND HOPPED-UP CARS. The 
first thing to remember when you become interested in a special 
car is this: you are not going to want to keep it forever. At this 
point, resale value rears its ugly head. In fact, it has probably 
taken a healthy bite out of the present owner’s wallet already. 
That hot rod or custom beauty may be just the car you’re look- 
ing for, but it could very well be that you are the only person 
within 1000 miles who is now, or ever will be, interested. Oh, 
we will grant that there are certainly others who would be 
interested to the point of wanting to buy, but they won't have 
the money. So, do investigate thoroughly, and don’t lose your 
head. 

Customized cars are more easily evaluated than hot rods and 
if you are anything less than an expert mechanic and hot rodder 
from way back, you are advised to steer clear of rods. If you 
are either or both of these, you won’t need any advice from us. 
As for those customs, try for an objective, dispassionate assay of 
the car’s worth. Do not buy unless you can afford to take the 
resale loss without missing it. 

If you decide that you can afford to buy that particular cus- 
tom, give it a complete inspection, paying special attention to 
the condition of the paint on heavily leaded areas and where 
chrome, door handles and similar items have been removed. 
Make sure the ride is satisfactory to you, that there is sufficient 
clearance to allow you to get up the driveway to the garage 
or into a gas station, and check the engine and other mechanical 
components to make sure they are in excellent repair. Then 
cross your fingers. 

Whatever car you buy, take pride in it and the way you drive 
it. If you’re careful (and a little lucky) you will get just the 
car to fit your needs. We hope so, and that’s no April Fool joke 


either! 


GOOD CHROME in one spot doesn’t mean it’s good everywhere. 
New chrome should not corrode or discolor within a short time, 
and used cars should be checked for peeling and blistering. 





UNEVEN WEAR with little tread left in middle indicates 
tire was consistently overinflated; reverse means tire was 
run too soft. Wear on one side indicates misalignment. 


ORANGE-PEEL 
TEXTURE of enamel- 
painted automobiles 
should never be as 
severe as shown. 

Freshly enameled 
surfaces can show 
slight orange peel which 
may disappear on 
hardening. 








SEAT COVERS can hide a multitude of sins, and may distract 
you from some obvious defects such as this torn upholstery. 
Feel the cushi for broken springs and faulty padding, too. > 
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RICES OF MOST NEW CARS, from the 
so-called low-priced five right on up 
to the Cadillacs and the Continentals, are 
going up. This sad state of affairs has made 
renting a car more practical than ever be- 
fore. (We are talking about the annual 
leasing of an automobile rather than day- 
to-day, or weekly, rental. Brief rental has 
become a huge success, and many of us 
who have been marooned in a strange 
city have said a thankful prayer for it. ) 
Are there advantages to leasing a car 
rather than owning one? We all know 
the multiple responsibilities of car owner- 
ship; do they change when you lease a 
car? These and many other questions 
probably have occurred to you whenever 


routine, not to mention the problem of ac- 
cumulating enough money to meet the 
ever-increasing down payment at today’s 
automobile prices. 

Another major reason for leasing a car 
instead of buying, especially if you are 
in business for yourself, is that you can 
declare the entire cost of leasing as a 
business expense on your income tax form. 
(This is provided the car is used entirely 
in business.) If you own a car, the calcula- 
tions are much more complicated. You fig- 
ure out the allowable percentage of total 
depreciation, license fees and repairs when 
computing deductible expense items. 

There is still another major factor that 
favors the leasing program for the in- 


BY or rent 2 ~~ 





WHAT DOES IT COST TO LEASE A CAR? 
1957 Hypothetical deluxe sedan, 24 months at 
*98 per month, including insurance................................-- $2352 


DOES LEASING COST MORE? 

Cash paid out when buying (does not include financing)....*4032 
Cash paid out when leasing.....................-...--.....2..-00-.---- — 2352 
Actual cash not tied up for two years..............................-. +1680 
(But remember you don’t own anything at the 

end of the two years) 
Rpt ek ORL R DE 6 ean $2352 
I o.oo. 5s. setae Malas deamon ps <--> ccinagt sduega 1872 


OR ee ere, nt aS + 480 


leasing 





the subject of car leasing has been men- 
tioned among your business associates and 
friends who are now using this service. 
THAT WORD “SERVICE” is the key to the 
entire nation-wide automobile leasing pro- 
gram now being offered by over 2000 
successful companies. We do not mean 
service from the standpoint of automobile 
maintenance; we simply mean the service 
that is performed for you in securing an 
automobile of your selection, equipped the 
way you want it (even to the point of 
color and upholstery ), without your going 
through the usual hassle of trade-in al- 
lowances, interest rates and time-payment 
contracts, down payments, and other an- 
noying inconveniences. The average new- 
car buyer is thoroughly familiar with the 
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dividual. A man who operates on a limited 
budget, or who needs operating capital in 
his business or elsewhere, can keep up 
with the Joneses’ brand-new car each year 
without tying up large sums of money. 

NOW TO GET DOWN TO CASES, just how 
does this car-leasing program work? First, 





there are literally hundreds of firms en- 
gaged in the business of leasing auto- 
mobiles. You've probably seen them at 
the railroad and airport terminals, the 
hotels, and other strategic locations in 
your town. You can usually find a long 
listing of automobile rental agencies in 
your classified telephone directory. Types 
of cars available and services rendered 
vary considerably, but you can obtain any 
one of the low-priced Big Three in al- 
most every city of consequence throughout 
the nation. A few firms are engaged in the 
leasing of foreign cars, especially where 
they are available in quantity in our larger 
cities. The East or West Coasts are the 
best sources of foreign cars to rent. 
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WHAT DOES IT COST TO BUY A CAR? 






1957 Hypothetical deluxe sedan..................................... 
amen SO OO cere ins See 
es ee ics 
IID Gee RE 2 





Depreciation for two years (20% of original price per year). 


$3600 
— 1440 


$2160 Value of car in two years........ 2160 
Actual cost for two-year period (does not include financing)............................ $1872 
HOW DO RENTAL COSTS VARY? 
STRIPPED AVERAGE LOADED 
MODELS MODELS MODELS 


Low-priced cars.......................... + 60 
Medium-priced 
High-priced 
Small foreign family cars.......... 


LEASING PLANS ARE FLEXIBLE and can 
be tailored to your needs. The customer 
usually provides gasoline, storage, and 
washing; the rental firm usually provides 
everything else, including insurance, for 
one payment per month. 

JUST WHAT DOES IT COST to lease a 
car? Rates will vary across the nation, but 
a survey taken recently indicates that you 
can get a Ford, Chevrolet, or Plymouth 
for about $85 per month when leased on 
an annual basis. This is the starting rate 
for a sedan equipped with an automatic 
transmission, radio, heater, and power 
steering. Prices are graduated up to about 
$115 monthly for the higher-priced sta- 
tion wagons or convertibles. Air condi- 




















tioning will cost you about $18 to $20 
a month more. Some firms quote rates 
that are lower, but if you want any com- 
fort equipment such as a radio and heat- 
er, add $2 to $4 per month; then add 


















wnership 


another $4 for power steering, $6 to $8 
for automatic transmission, etc. 
THE , MEDIUM-PRICED CARS, such as 
Oldsmobiles, Buicks, and Mercurys, will 
cost you in the neighborhood of $140 
* monthly. Fully-equipped medium-priced 
cars and standard-equipped Cadillacs, Lin- 
colns, and big Chryslers will cost you 
from $170 to $210 or more monthly. 
One company in the business of rent- 
ing foreign economy cars quoted the price 



















+ 85 
140 
170 

77 
















$120 

177 
210 plus 

85 


on a Volkswagen at $67 per month on an 
annual lease basis. This includes all licens- 
ing, all taxes, new-car guarantee, and 
periodic inspection. For an additional $10 
per month they will take care of all in- 
surance, or you may arrange for adequate 
coverage yourself with your Own agent. 
They have a double-barreled pitch: not 
only do they offer the usual leasing serv- 
ice at a reasonable figure, but the driver 
benefits from the exceptional economy of 
the car itself. They report that many pro- 
spective buyers of foreign cars first rent 
them to determine whether or not they 
would be satisfied to own the car. 

TO FINALLY DECIDE whether to lease or 
to buy, you will probably sit down and 
make a dollars-and-cents analysis. To save 
you the trouble, the tables show what we 
figured out for you. To simplify the ex- 
ample, we'll assume that you plan to 
pay cash. If you bought the 
car on a time plan, there 
would be additional in- 
terest to pay, probably more 
than six per cent of the unpaid 
balance for a year. Obviously, if you 
lease, it costs you $480 more. Yet, if you 
buy you have tied up $4032 for a two-year 
period, whereas if you lease you are only 
paying out $98 per month for the two 
years, giving a total of $2352. 

This, then, brings us to the point where 
only you can decide for yourself just which 
method of ‘driving a late-model car is 
better. The trend indicates that leasing is 
gaining favor with literally thousands of 
individuals. The latest reports indicate 
that there are 160,000 automobiles being 
either rented or leased throughout the 
U.S. According to one firm, “Month after 
month, we find business volume 50 per 
cent greater than the corresponding month 
of the prior year.” Perhaps, when you 
check the figures, you’ll help to swell those 
statistics even more. 
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EVERY TIME Daimler-Benz returns to racing, success is achieved 
by a single-minded concentration of effort and resources, giving 
the appearance of inevitability. The cars, which open up new 
perspectives in design for high performance, are retired to 
places in the D-B museum at Unterturkheim, and it is a rare 
occasion when the opportunity arises to study a design in detail. 
In the case of the famous World Championship 300-SLR, the 
veil has been lifted. In the photo above, Gordon Wilkins, Motor 
Trend correspondent (left), and Robert Braunschweig, Editor of 
the Automobil Revue of Switzerland, flank Rudolf Uhlenhaut, 
Director of the Daimler-Benz Experimental Department. While 
they are engaged in conversation, mechanics change spark plugs 
through holes in the side of a 300-SLR coupe, preparatory to a 
dawn tryout of this fabulous Silver Arrow. 


the Mercedes-Benz 300-SLR, the factory-raced sports car which 
won the World Championship for Constructors in 1955, with 
victories in the Mille Miglia, Targa Florio and Tourist Trophy. 
It now has a coupe body, instead of the open two-seater roadster 
body, and is used by Uhlenhaut for fast long-distance motoring. 
Not only is he responsible for development of Mercedes racing 
and sports cars; he also test-drives the racing cars, at speeds 
equal to those of top professional drivers, to learn the essential 
facts about car behavior which the professional driver so often 
can’t express. Besides, as he says, “At 50, you need to keep in 
practice.” To ride in the 300-SLR with Uhlenhaut was a 
revelation: an object lesson in performance and how to use it. 
He seemed to be doing 100 miles per hour wherever there were 
a few hundred yards of clear road, but he never took a chance 
and always seemed to be driving with almost exaggerated respect 
for other traffic. But how to express such performance in terms 
which permit comparison with the ordinary cars we know today? 
Daimler-Benz engineers had evaluated the racing perform- 
ance in terms of power and torque, revolutions per minute and 
gear ratios, and lap times on given circuits, but had never done 
an ordinary road test. That started something, and a few weeks 
later (by courtesy of the Daimler-Benz management) I was 
able to collaborate with Robert Braunschweig, Editor of the 
Automobil Revue of Switzerland, in putting this priceless car 
through a full 2000-mile road test. The performances were 
measured with the precision equipment normally employed for 
the tests of the Automobil Revue except for top speed, which was 
measured on the Munich-Eching autobahn (specially closed for 
us by the German police) and timed by official timekeepers. 
The test included the most varied weather and road conditions 
in Germany, Switzerland and Italy, and during it we used the 
car exactly as one would for normal business or pleasure motor- 
ing, but at average speeds which are outside of normal ex- 
perience. It was by no means the first time we had collaborated 
on tests of fast cars; but the SLR opened up a new stratum of 


MIGHTIEST MERCEDES 








by Gordon Wilkins 


miles per hour 


N THE SPRING of 1956, a few of us sat in the sun outside 
the elegant Schloss Solitude in the hills above Stuttgart, 
West Germany. Occasionally, the silence was shattered as a 
long, low silver projectile hurtled towards us at 100 miles per 
hour and then stopped a few yards away as though restrained by 
some supernatural force. No ordinary brakes could ever stop a 
car like that. The gull-wing doors would open up; a passenger, 
dazed with noise, speed, and acceleration such as he had never 
before experienced, would climb out over the high side; another 
would step in, and Rudolf Uhlenhaut, Director of the Daimler- 
Benz Experimental Department, would drive off, smiling happily, 
on another demonstration run. 

Watching him go, and listening to the exhaust note as he 
changed gears up and down in the distance, Arthur Keser (the 
D-B press chief) exclaimed, “Did you ever see anyone so happy 
at his work? He’s a toy maker, delighted to find people in- 
terested in his latest creation.” 

And this was truly the most fabulous toy of all; the fastest 
car on the road anywhere in the world today. No one can possi- 
bly say how much it cost, and it is definitely not for sale. It is 


experience, not only in acceleration and speed, but in steering, 
braking and road holding and all the factors which allow high 
performance to be employed in safety. 

Here is a car which, in the right conditions, can touch 180 
mph on the road; a car which in the short space of 550 yards 
can be accelerated from 0 to 100 mph and braked to a stand- 
still again; a car which overtakes other vehicles and is back on 
its own side of the road again within two seconds; a car which 
is idling along at 120 mph; and a car which uses a lot less fuel 
than many slower vehicles. 

The 300-SLR is a thoroughbred, but a tough one. In our 
hands it covered long distances at high speed, and it loitered 
along among the other traffic in the towns and villages. My first 
acquaintance with" it was driving it from Stuttgart to Munich 
in a cloudburst. Another day we took it roaring up over Switzer- 
land’s Susten Pass, necks straining to the acceleration, twitching 
the wheel to hold it on traces of ice and melting snow. We 
went storming down to Wassen, up through Goschenen to 
Andermatt, and off over the rough, rocky tracks to the Oberalp 
Pass. It went in a continuous surge of acceleration and braking 
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THE 300-SLR won the World Championship for Constructors in 1955 


by taking first place in the Mille Miglia, Targa Florio, 
and the Tourist Trophy. It is closely derived from the 
single-seater Grand Prix car, also a World 
Championship machine, and is a design of remarkable 
boldness and originality produced by a team under 
the overall guidance of the Engineering Director, 
Dr. Nallinger. The coupe has the same tread as the 
Grand Prix car, but the wheelbase has been 
lengthened to 93.75 inches, and the 

frame is wider to make space for two seats. 













This is the magnificent automobile, one of the famous Mercedes 300-SLRs that 
carried the three-pointed star of Daimler-Benz to astonishing victories 


over the 6000-foot Lukmanier, then on to Biasca and Bellin- 
zona, and down the autostrada to Monza, where we spent a 
blistering hot day recording acceleration and braking figures. 
Then back into Switzerland and over the St. Gotthard to 
Locarno and Ascona through the thick summer tourist traffic. 

A single touch on the starter always set the engine going, and 
we never had the slightest mechanical trouble. Fantastic accelera- 
tion, without any trace of wheelspin, permits safe passing in 
situations where you would never normally think of it. Between 
closely spaced mountain hairpins, second and third gears will 
take it flashing up over 70 mph before slowing to a crawl, under 
the action of its superb brakes, for the next corner. 

The gull-wing doors give the coupe a certain resemblance 
to the stock 300-SL, but the SLR is lower and longer, although 
the wheelbase is slightly shorter. Mechanically there is little 
in common between the two cars. 


The SLR, derived directly from the Grand Prix single-seaters, 


is the last of a series of cars conceived by Daimler-Benz tech- 
nicians, under the direction of Dr. Nallinger, to secure simul- 
taneously complete superiority in Grand Prix and sports-car 
racing, a task in which they were highly successful. 

The body, panelled in magnesium alloy, gives priority to the 
driver, the passenger having a small, narrower seat. Thete is 
space for a small suitcase behind the seats, but the trunk itself 
is entirely filled by the big 37.5-gallon tank, the two spare 


wheels, electric fuel pump, and tool kit. As on all racing 
Mercedes, the steering wheel lifts off for easier access to the 
driving seat, where you sit with feet wide apart astride the 
housing over clutch and driveshaft. Ahead is the long silver 
hood, and under a cowl on the dash are five dials: tachometer 
(indicates up to 11,000 rpm), speedometer (indicates up to 
390 kmh or over 240 mph), thermometers for oil and water, 
and an oil pressure gauge. 

The switch starts the electric fuel pump, and a touch on the 
starter sets the engine going with a stupefying noise composed 
of the clatter of valves and the fuel injection pump, the whine 
of gears, and a general indescribable hammer and boom, 
magnified by the closed coachwork. Ear plugs are obligatory: 
they reduce the noise, but make conversation impossible. How- 
ever, an enormous muffler hung on the right side of the car 
(which has to be remembered when passing) reduces the noise 
for outsiders (and police) to a satisfying legal growl. 

The only special instruction regarding driving methods was 
a request to avoid slipping the clutch, and the first getaway in 
town is quite a moment for a new driver, already bemused by 
the noise. In fact, the initial acceleration is not staggeringly 
fast, but as the torque develops, the car bounds ahead, pressing 
driver and passengers hard against the backrests. It is at about 
35 mph in first gear that maximum torque is felt, giving the 
car an acceleration approaching 0.5 G and subjecting the 
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occupants to a sensation which is the reverse of normal braking. 

The weight, with two people and test gear on board, was 
2787 pounds, of which 60 per cent, or 1670 pounds, was on 
the rear wheels. The maximum acceleration possible before 
wheelspin sets in is a function of the friction between tires 
and the road, and the proportion of weight on the driving 
wheels. Figures quoted for the coefficient of friction vary, but 
on dry concrete such as we had it was probably between 0.7 
and 0.8. The theoretical maximum acceleration can therefore 
be placed at around 15.5 feet per second per second, but in 
practice a further transfer of weight onto the rear wheels 
occurs because of the acceleration itself, which momentarily 
increases the possibilities. In fact, with the 300-SLR in first 
gear, the recorder showed an average acceleration of 14.6 feet 
per second per second between 20 and 40 mph. At one stage, 
an acceleration of 15.0 feet per second per second was recorded, 
and the average from a standstill to 50 mph corresponds to 14.1 
feet per second per second. The results given by the SLR are thus 
close to the best that is theoretically possible with a car having 
two driving wheels. 

In normal road driving, first gear is not employed. The car 
starts easily in second, and in third gear it goes over 100 mph 
without reaching the limit of 8000 rpm, which can be utilized 
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POWER is taken from the middle of the long crankshaft to minimize 
torsional vibrations. A single straight-cut gear drives an offset clutch 

shaft and forms part of a gear train which drives the oil pump, dual 
magnetos, water pump, generator, injection pumps, and the camshafts. 
Roller bearings are used for the mains, con rods, and wrist pins. Connecting 
rods and roller cages are solid. The built-up crankshaft is joined at the 
journals with Hirth serrations and Magneton bolts. 





for short periods. It’s a rare car in which you can go from 0 to 
100 mph without using more than two of the five ratios in the 
gearbox! During our tests, a limit of 7500 rpm was generally 
observed, which gave the following maximum speeds on the 
gears: first, 50 mph; second, 77 mph; third, 95 mph; fourth, 
127 mph; and fifth, 165 mph. For the maximum speed tests, 
where we wanted to know the absolute maximum the car could 
reach with the ideal gearing for the job, the gearing was 
changed, entailing a slight sacrifice in acceleration. 

The engine is remarkably flexible, and there is no need to 
shift continuously when not trying for maximum results. But 
if absolute optimum performance is the object, it is time to think 
of downshifting from fifth to fourth gear when the speeds drops 
to 100 mph. This puts maximum torque on tap, ready to ex- 
ploit the slightest opportunity to take the car up from 100 to 
120 mph in 5.8 seconds! 

The gearshift, with its short, stiff lever between the seats, is 
superbly fast and precise, despite a complicated set of inter- 
locking stops which make the gate look like a combination 
lock. First gear, forward on the left, is reached by depressing 
the button on the shift lever knob. Reverse, opposite to it, is 
obtained by lifting up a guard on the gate. Second is back in 
the center and third is forward in the center. Another sliding 
guard automatically closes the right-hand slot on the gate and 
prevents the lever passing across into fourth or fifth until third 
gear has been engaged. 

If the acceleration figures surpass anything recorded in any 
previous road test, the braking results are equally outstanding. 
The unerring wheel grip, and those enormous chassis-mounted 
inboard brakes, with their turbo cooling fins, can be clapped 
on hard even at 100 mph or more without the slightest drama, 
and in repeated tests, the Tapley meter goes on recording 100 
per cent efficiency as if it were something quite normal. The 

continued on page 38 





























S 
SS 








THE EIGHT-CYLINDER in-line engine 
lies on its side in the chassis, 

at an angle of 60 degrees from the 
vertical. Cylinders are cast 

in two blocks of four, with the 
bores and heads as one casting 
of Silumin Gamma aluminum, 
Intake manifold at top is tuned 
with resonant ram pipes to each 
cylinder and Bosch fuel injection 
delivers a timed, metered 
quantity of gasoline to each 
cylinder. Injector openings 

are in the cylinder walls and 

they are covered by the piston 
during the initial portion of 

the combustion cycle. Injection 
takes place into the turbulent 

air during the compression stroke, 
and timing is not particularly 
critical. An electric pump at 

the tank in the rear delivers 

fuel to the high-pressure gear 
pump at the engine. Air intake 

is controlled by a butterfly 

in the intake manifold, and a 
flexible line from a venturi in 

the manifold connects with the 
fuel pump governor to insure 
correct air/fuel ratios at all 
times. Use of injection instead 

of carburetors has eliminated 
fuel distribution problems, among 
others, and insures consistent 
and instant throttle response. 


A KEY FACTOR in this engine’s ability to deliver over 1.6 horsepower per cubic inch 
displacement, on pump fuel, is the desmodromic valve gear. There are two valves per cylinder, 
an exhaust and a larger intake, but there are no valve springs. The valves are opened and shut 
by the cams. This has made possible an increase in the effective lift and has prolonged the 
effective open period by permitting valve accelerations and decelerations 2.3 times the rate 
possible with conventional valve gear. There are two cam lobes per valve. One operates against 
a cup on the end of the valve stem; the other operates through levers to shut the valve. Final 
sealing is accomplished by compression pressure. Thus there is a big gain in volumetric efficiency 
and no danger of damage from floating valves interfering with the pistons at high rpms. 
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inboard-mounted and bolted to the frame. These 
shown are driven with articulated shafts from 
the front wheels, thus reducing unsprung weight. 
Finned 13-inch drums are cast aluminum alloy 
shrouded with thin sheet aluminum to form, in 
effect, centrifugal fans which improve cooling. 
Friction surfaces are ferrous inserts, bonded to 
the drums. The brake shoes are aluminum, and 
two types of lining are used on each shoe. 





at the leading and trailing ends, apply 
pressure so that full and equal contact is 
assured. A sheet metal structure bolted to the 
backing plate carries six alignment guides 
which pass through the shoes and prevent any 
rotation. This design provides no servo boost, 
so a hydraulic booster pump, driven off the 
transmission, is provided to reduce the force 
necessary at the pedal. This design has 
eliminated fading and other changes in braking 
characteristics as the temperature increases. 


fifth wheel and Hasler recorder enabled us to translate the 
results into distances and average decelerations. For normal 
braking a light pressure is enough, but for maximum results the 
pressure is fairly heavy despite the hydraulic servo, fed by a 
gearbox-driven oil pump; this is a condition to be ex- 
pected with anti-fade racing linings. And we really tried to 
make those brakes fade, accelerating hard to 5O or 60 mph 
between closely spaced hairpins while descending mountain 
passes, but after half an hour or more of this kind of treatment 
the brakes would always produce a swift straight-line panic stop 
without a trace of grab or fade. 

Steering is a little disconcerting at first. It is light and direct 
(2.5 turns from lock to lock). It follows the slightest move- 
ments of the driver, and transmits some road shock at low 
speeds, but at high speeds the car almost seems to sense the 
wishes of the driver, even at 100 mph in driving rain with a 
gale of wind blowing across the road. 

The ZF differential, coupled with a minute study of suspen- 
sion and weight distribution, produces an astonishing resistance 
to wheelspin. It is hard to make the tail break loose even when 
slamming the throttle down in a low gear with the front wheels 
locked over. If one of the wheels hits a wet spot during hard 
acceleration, the differential takes hold immediately; and the 
car goes ahead without the slightest hesitation. At speeds around 
180 mph on the autobahn at Munich, the car was as easy to 
handle as a 300-SL at 154, which we had timed on the same 


REAR SUSPENSION is the some as on the Grand Prix cars with low-pivot swinging arms, the pivot being directly under the ZF limited-slip 
differential. The wheels are located longitudinally by Watt linkages similar to those used on most Indy cars. Fichtel and Sachs shocks, 

‘ finned for cooling, and longitudinal torsion bars, connected to the swinging arms with short links, keep the tires glued to the road. This 
design is the culmination of many years devoted to study df wheel adhesion in cars with high power-to-weight ratios, and results in a low 
roll center, minimum rear-end steering effects, and only very slight camber changes with wheel deflection. Spring rates, shock 
absorber settings and tire pressures are critical, and cornering ability is fantastic. 
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PEERLESS BRAKES of the Mercedes 300-SLR are 


Hydraulic actuating cylinders, of unequal diameter 








a 


é 
s 
€ 
C 








stretch a year before. The instruments were extremely accurate 
and the speedometer had only a two per cent error at 280 mph. 

On sharp, slow corners, especially on gravel surfaces, the 
self-locking differential and the concentration of weight on the 
driving wheels help to produce a tendency for the front end 
to run wide if the throttle is used too vigorously. The tech- 
nique is to brake early, go gently at the apex of the turn, and 
then use full acceleration away from the corner. 

To use the amazing capabilities of the SLR on narrow, wind- 
ing and crowded European roads, you must be in good physical 
shape with quick reactions and good eyesight. You also need 
a certain amount of physical endurance: the noise (and in 
summer, the heat), the continuous concentration, and the un- 
ending acceleration, braking and gear shifting (for this is a car 
on which one never seems to be traveling at a steady speed) all 
add up to a fair amount of effort. But remember that this is 


simply a racing model, only partially adapted for road use. 

At low speeds on rough roads, the suspension is hard enough 
to set one glancing up apprehensively towards the roof; as the 
speed rises it becomes much smoother, but the ride never 
sacrifices control to comfort. 

With practice, the enormous power of the 300-SLR proves 
to be fully usable. On highways, 100 to 120 mph _ becomes 
cruising speed, and on ordinary roads the average speeds beat 
anything one had thought possible, without ever taking risks. 
To drive such a car is to glimpse the qualities of the production 
models of the distant future. It points the way to vast improve- 
ments in controllability and safe handling which will make 
existing conceptions obsolete. Given a corresponding advance 
in road design, we are clearly a long way from the limits of 
performance which will be used in safety by future motorists. 

continued on page 60 


THE COCKPIT is functional in every detail. The steering wheel is splined to the shaft, and is easily removed for the convenience of the 
driver. The tachometer reads to 11,000 rpm, and the speedometer indicates to 300 kilometers per hour (186.41 mph) with an error of 
less than two per cent at 180 mph. The three smaller gauges are for oil pressure and temperature, and water temperature. The driver 

straddles the offset two-piece hollow driveshaft which leads from the single dry-plate clutch to the transmission, located longitudinally 
behind the rear axle. The centrally located gearshift selects reverse and any of five forward ratios. All are indirect, and the upper four 
gears are synchromeshed by the superior Porsche servo-ring system. A shifting gate prevents accidental selection of a wrong gear. 





Introducing a new monthly feature devoted entirely to customizing 


PININ FARINA’S coupe body on @ Lancia Appia chassis is planned for production in May. 


Three Cylinders 
Equals Six Passengers 


Little but Lovely 


AKING its first appearance 

at Switzerland’s Geneva 
Motor Show in March, this cus- 
tom coupe is one of Pinin Farina’s 
finest designs. Built on a Lancia 
Appia sedan chassis, the two-door 
coupe has plenty of room inside, 
inspite of the 50.8-inch overall 
height. 

The front seats are separate and 
there is space behind them for 
luggage, or two extra passengers 
can be shoe-horned in. On the 
dash there are three instrument 
dials for the speedometer, tach- 
ometer, oil pressure, and fuel 
level. Horsepower has been raised 
from the stock 43.5 at 4800 rpm 
to 58 at 5200 rpm, and the gear- 
shift is now on the floor. 


GERMANY provides the machinery, and California the body. 


THIS IS the Darrin Mark II DKW which will go into a 10 car 
per week production schedule in the middie of April. The two- 
door, six-passenger body, styled by Dutch Darrin, will be avail- 
able in either steel or Fiberglas, and is completely finished by 
Flintridge Motors, La Canada, Calif. The chassis is Auto Union’s 
DKW sedan design, built in West Germany and shipped to 
California for installation of the seven-piece custom body, The 
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seven units include the front and rear sections, the hood and 
deck lid, the two doors, and the hard top. Part of the top, the 
front section, is removable in landau style, or a completely re- 
movable top is optionally available. The grille has been changed 
since the photo at left was taken; a plain mesh will be used 
instead of the rings. Price will be approximately $790 more 
than @ stock DKW sedan, or about $2990. 





DISGUISED so completely as to be difficult 
to identify, this car was once a Henry J. 


Henry J Swallows Chevy 


LONG, LONG ago this was a 51 Henry J. 
And speaking of long, it’s approximately two 
feet longer now. Owner-builder Harry Hamil- 
ton added four inches in front, 20 in the rear. 
Bumpers are trimmed 54 Chevy units, and 
the grille is from a 53 Chevy. Tail lights 
are 55 Ford units mounted into tubular fair- 
ings with simulated air scoops. 

The interior is pleated beige and red 
Naugahyde, trimmed with aluminized fabric. 
The floor is covered with black carpeting, 
and a box on the floor contains the key 
starter switch, a row of toggle switches, and 
the transmission range selector. Dash is from 
a ’56 Mercury, with foam rubber padding. 

A brand new '56 Chevy engine rests on 
the repositioned original mounts. The Power- 
glide transmission required that the radiator 
shell be enlarged to accommodate a Chevy 


radiator with oil cooling coils in the bottom. 
continued on next page 





LIGHTNESS of the car combined with a powerpack ‘56 Chevrolet V8 and Powerglide transmission make 
this custom a hot performer. Special springs and shocks have been installed for improved handling. 
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CUSTOM CARS 
illustrated 


continued 
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FRONT BUMPER has been removed for appearance’s sake, disclosing a simple and attractive 
grille treatment. It can quickly be replaced in order to fend off careless drivers. The rear 
license plate has been provided with an illuminated mounting in the rear bumper. 
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Sharp-Edged Stude 


ONE OF the most popular subjects for customizing is the 
’53 Studebaker coupe or hardtop. This one is owned by W. 
E. Davis of Houston, Tex., who claims to be an amateur, 
but whose work is of professional quality. The front and 
rear fins are formed from 18 gauge sheet metal on a press 
brake and arc welded to the fenders. The front end is 
modified with the addition of an inverted stock front gravel 
pan faired into the hood. The grille is framed with 0.5-inch 
by 0.625-inch channel iron, and the bars are 0.5-inch diam- 
eter tubing wrapped around a barrel, then cut and fitted 
in place. The tail lights and parking lights are made from 
truck clearance lights. The stock front bumper has been 
modified to permit quick removal and replacement. Al- 
though prettier without, the car needs the bumper to ward 
off park-by-ear drivers. 








Diamonds for Debbie 


= GLITTER from glamorous Hollywood is displayed on 

® actress Debra Paget's jewel-encrusted Cadillac. 

ui Rhinestones are fastened to the car with Du Pont cement. Eldo 
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in Search of Eldorado 


BASED on the stock Chevrolet Bel Air, the El Morocco, 
which follows the styling of big-brother Eldorado 
Brougham, is now in limited production. Work is being 
done by the Woodill Fiberglass Body Corp., Santa Ana, 
Calif. Cyril Olbrich is the designer. Customizing features 
include a stainless steel grille which replaces the stock 
unit and the embossed and brushed aluminum which 
covers the lower third of the rear quarter panels. Two- 
and four-door hardtops and convertibles will be offered 
at a price said to be only $50 more than comparable 
stock models. 


pO cert OR 


USA, SSR 


goa? 


REAR END of El Morocco, although an obviously direct copy, 
shows a harmonious scale-down and excellent customizing taste. 


FINS AND REAR-END details of Eldorado Brougham. Note 
similar appearance of El Morocco bombs, fins, exhaust 
outlets, and lights in drawing at right. 





wie 





GENERAL front-end appearance is very similar to FIBERGLAS FINS are bonded and molded over un-cut fenders. Rear 
Eldorado shown in photo at extreme upper right. Hood bomb shown is a wood mock-up of aluminum casting. Paper template 
blisters are dechromed and quad headlights installed. for aluminum quarter panel covering extends from rear bumper 
to the non-functioning rear scoop molding. 











Points to check before parting with your cash 
by Robert J. Gottlieb, Classic Car Editor 


FTER WRITING hundreds of articles on 
classics and reading thousands of let- 
ters from enthusiasts, I am firmly convinced 
that a specific set of rules intended as 
a guide in the purchase of a classic 
would be unsatisfactory. The reason is 
mainly geographical. 
In certain Western States, such as Cali- 
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fornia, Oregon and Washington, many 
fine examples of classics and special in- 
terest cars are to be found. Originally 
more true classics were sold on the East 
Coast but the scrap metal business was 
never as extensive on the West Coast and 
many prime examples are still available 
there. That old rust-producing enemy, cal- 


cium chloride, also took a greater toll in 
the East. 

There were never as many classics in 
the Central and Midwestern States. A 
Pacific Coast buyer can often afford to 
turn down a given car and wait for a 
better example, while enthusiasts in some 
areas must grab at anything that comes 
along. 

BEFORE PAYING YOUR MONEY for a 
classic, you should make the same tests 
that you would before buying any modern 
used car. Most classic enthusiasts are fa- 
miliar with those types of required visual 
inspection as well as mechanical tests to 
determine engine and running gear con- 
dition (see page 29). There are, however, 
certain additional considerations in the 
purchase of a classic that are not required 
in the purchase of the average used car. 

One of the most important inspections 
is a survey to determine the extent of 
body metal rust. Many fine cars are hope- 
less candidates for the junk pile because 
rust has taken its toll of basic body com- 
ponents. Wood rot and termites should 
also be considered in this category. 

It takes a well-trained enthusiast to de- 
termine whether rust has attacked a car 
so extensively that irreparable harm has 
been done: Often the damage is not ap- 
parent except on close examination. 
THE TELLTALE SIGNS are, of course, 
actual holes, or sheet metal patches bolted ° 
over original panels. Small bunions that 
appear to be paint blisters will generally 
be found. The purchaser of a modern 
used car generally does not inspect the 
car with an ice pick in his hand, but the 
purchaser of a classic suspected of rust 
deterioration will do well to carry one 
and use it on paint blisters. Place the 
point on a blister and press gently. You 
may be horribly surprised to find that 
the pick will easily go through the metal. 
If it does (and the owner has not slugged 
you by this time), you'll want to find 
out how extensive the damage is in other 
parts of the car. I have seen many fine 
classics that looked extremely good, but 
finger pressure on affected spots would 
cause gaping holes in body metal. The 
safest thing is to avoid purchasing any 
car in this condition. The only exception 
is in those few cars where fenders and 
door panels can be replaced with com- 
ponents from a spare parts car. In any 
event, make sure that the quarter panels 
of the body proper are not also rusted. 
You may be able to find a good replace- 
ment fender which cannot be installed 
because the bolt holes in the quarter panel 
afe so eaten away that they won’t hold the 
fender in place. 

BADLY DETERIORATED BODY WOOD is 
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On 
Newsstands March 12 


SPIN 
FISHING 


Catch 
More 
Fish 
with 
Light 
Tackle 


ote 9 mete samy os mat onaren ieee 


Get the facts about how to use spinning 
tackle, how te select reds, reels, lures, how 
te take care ef your spinning equipment. 
Here is literally a catalog of salt and fresh 
water spinning rods, reels, lines and lures 
and how te select the right combination for 
your own use. Read the basic technique of 
spin casting, and modifications for stream 
and river spinning for fresh water gamesters, 
lake fishing for principal species of game 
fish as well as panfish, and salt water and 
surf spinning from shore, piers, boats and 
special hints on spinning in the surf. Here, 
too, is a special chapter giving up-to-date 
fresh and salt water records established 
with spin tackle. 


75c AT NEWSSTANDS 


or mail 85c (to cover postage, etc.) to: 
TREND BOOKS 


5959 Hollywood Bivd. 
Los Angeles 28, Calif. 





CAR WAXING ENDED! 


Cars washed and polished by simply washing and rinsing 
(no wiping—no streaks!) with PETERSON’S CAR WASH 
AND POLISH CONCENTRATE. A new, sensational deter- 
gent with silicone added. Eliminates waxing, simonizing, 
etc. Guaranteed or money back. Send $1.50 for 12 oz. can, 
postpaid (washes and polishes 48 cars). Dealers wanted. 
wo Industries, Dept. RD., P.O. Box 115, Cleveland 
, Ohio. 











IN NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 
VISIT AUTO 
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FEATURING 
HUSH-TONE MUFFLERS— DUALS — HEADERS 
CUSTOM EQUIPMENT 
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often indicated by sagging doors, instru- 
ment panels and misaligned hoods. Many 
wooden posts appear to be in perfect con- 
dition; however, when tapped with a 
hammer or wrench they may disintegrate 
before your eyes. Wood replacement is 
even more costly than metal replacement 
because wood must be installed in such a 
way that it acts as a brace. Almost as many 
cars are ruined by wood rot as by rust. 
MISSING AND DAMAGED PARTS are next 
in importance when buying a classic. The 
purchaser of a 1948 Ford can always find 
a cheap set of seat covers to hide gaping 
defects in the upholstery. You will never 
find ready-made seat covers for a Merce- 
des-Benz or vintage Lincoln, so they must 
either be hand tailored or the upholstery 
replaced. A $30 paint job may be passable 
on a 1950 Chevrolet, but it would look 
horrible on a 1934 Packard. A damaged 
bumper on a modern car may be replaced 
with a part from a junk yard, but it may 
be necessary to find another car in an- 
other state to replace the bumper on a 
Marmon. The foregoing holds true for 
every component from hubcaps to top 
bows. The availability of parts and cost 
index are much more important in the 
classic field than in any other. 
CLASSIC-CAR PURCHASING TECHNIQUE 
does not differ greatly trom that used in 
buying any car. The buyer of a modern 
used car determines make, model, year 
and price of the car he can afford, looks 
over half a dozen examples, and chooses 
the one he thinks is best considering price 
and condition. Just as there are good and 
bad buys in modern used cars, there are 
good and bad buys in the classic-car field. 
A few lucky collectors have sufficient 
money to pick their make, model and 
year and can afford to purchase the classic 
of their choice regardless of price. The 
average enthusiast is often restricted in 
buying the car of his choice and must 
settle for something that is similar. As 
the pickings become scarcer, more and 
more inferior classics are purchased. By 
inferior classics we mean cars that may 
be in excellent mechanical condition but 
are simply not in demand because of the 
existing concepts of a classic car. The pur- 
chaser of an inferior classic very often 
finds himself unable to unload it at a 
reasonable price. There may simply be 
no demand for that particular car. 

FROM AN ECONOMIC STANDPOINT the 
classic field varies from the rest of the 
automobile market. Price changes are not 
as seasonal as in the modern used-car 
market; the classic-car buyer must be better 
versed in car prices and car condition 
than the modern-car buyer. Yet the aver- 
age classic-car buyer should wind up in a 
better financial position than any other 
buyer because there is usually a smaller 
depreciation factor. The classic-car buyer 
may indeed find himself with a machine 
whose value increases as it gets older. The 
same certainly cannot be said of the aver- 
age new or used cat. 
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AJUSTOMATIC 


shor ]- absorbs rs 


More and more owners of high- 
performance automobiles are 
demanding what only Gabriel 
“AjustOmatic” shocks offer: 


@ Freedom to choose the de- 
gree of ride control that is best 
for your driving habits. 


@A choice of three positive 
settings—soft, normal or firm— 
to be made in installation. 


@ A new experience in superior 
control, safety and roadability 
for cars of all makes, Yours only 
with Gabriel “AjustOmatics.” 


Ceabrie! 


SHOCK ABSORBERS 
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Removable 


PLASTIC TOPS... 


add beauty & comfort 
to your sports car. 





Price: 





AUSTIN HEALEY (1957) $185.00 
FORD THUNDERBIRD (35-57) plus tax 
MERCEDES-BENZ (All Models) F.O.B 
Our Plant 
MG (A), (T.D.), (T.F.) 
JAGUAR (All Models Except Price: 
Convertible) $159.00 
CORVETTE ('54-'57) plus tax 
PORSCHE (All Models) F.0.8. 
Our Plant 


TRIUMPH (TR-2), (TR-3) 

AUSTIN HEALEY 

Color choice of cloth headlining material 
(no flock). Large rear window. Chrome 
hardware. Stainless-Steel rain gutters. 
Easily installed or removed (one minute). 
All tops primed. Additional charge of 
$10 for matching your lacquer color. 
Call your dealer to see one on display 
or order direct. 


PLASTICON 


9721 Klingerman El Monte, Calif. Forrest 0-0519 


country’s largest mfg. of plastic tops 





IN Paterson, New Jersey 


HOUSE OF CHROME 


187 Paterson Street 







FEATURING 
HUSH-TONE MUFFLERS— DUALS — HEADERS 
CUSTOM EQUIPMENT 
aed - 
$7.95 to Siow is HUSH TONE Seiad 
$9.65 ON ce v8" Orders 
Most Cars “aan PACK MUFFLER Filled 


BEAUTIFUL TONE~NO NOISE 
UNCONDITIONALLY GUARANTEED 














WARN HUBS .::. Jeep 


STOP FRONT DRIVE WEAR 








Free-wheeling 2-wheel drive with 
Warn Hubs means big savings in 
gear, engine, tire wear, gas, plus 
more pep, performance, power in 
high and easier steering. And now, 
with Warn Lock-O-matics, you have 
economical, drag-free 2-w.d. oF 
tractive 4-w.d. automatically, as 
you shift! Ask your lecal 4-w.d. 
dealer to install Warn Lock-0- 





100,000 matic or Locking Hubs today. 
WAP®N HUBS Models for all 4-w.d.s to 1% tons. 
NOW IN USE Fully guaranteed. Write for free 






literature. 
Riverton Box 6064-F4 


WARN MFG. Cc « Seattle 88, Wash. 
MEN 21 TO 30 YEARS 


NO EXPERIENCE REQUIRED 
LOS ANGELES NEEDS 
FIREMEN AND POLICE OFFICERS 
$417 TO $489 
WRITE ROOM 5, CITY HALL 








LOS ANGELES 12 
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THE BUYING BUG 


continued from pege 17 


thinking. Let it suffice to observe that 
there are places where you will seldom 
have the top down on a convertible and 
a sports car will not always be comfort- 
able. An inventory of the weather in your 
area may take a nasty whack at your 
dream, but it makes for sound planning. 


RELATED TO WEATHER AND COMFORT 
is the matter of equipment. Your common 
sense will tell you what you need and 
should pay for. Certainly you will need an 
adequate heater in cold winter areas and 
air conditioning is not a luxury in others. 
If your wife shares driving chores with 
you, power brakes, power steering, and a 
fully adjustable seat may eliminate frayed 
nerves and even accident repair bills. In 
short, buy what you need to make your 
car liveable. 

The next car-buying consideration is 
a matter of the head and not the heart. 
Money matters may throw cold water on 
your dream. There is more to consider than 
just scraping the down payment together. 
To get what you want, you may have to 
settle for a used car. If you do, make 
sure it is a good one (see page 28). Con- 
sider too that a used car may require early 
repairs or the unexpected replacement of a 
battery or other component. The wise will 
also look at operating costs. In some 
areas, premium gasoline now sells for 40c 
per gallon and a 10-mpg car drinks the 
stuff awfully fast. It would cost you about 
$16 more per month to drive a 10-mpg 
car as compared to a 17-mpg car if you 
travel 10,000 miles per year. 


THE INEVITABLE DAY will come when 
you will trade or sell any car you buy. 
Your car is an investment, and you will 
want all you can get for it. Take a good 
look at the used-car lot values of similar 
makes as related to their model years, or 
trace their financial history through the 
Blue or Red Book. Another good indica- 
tion of used-car values is usually contained 
in the classified ad section of your news- 
paper. This research will enable you to 
estimate the future value of your car and 
the maximum-value trading point. If you 
intend to purchase a classic, there are 
special problems (see page 44). The same 
holds true for custom and modified jobs 
(page 28). These cars reflect the indi- 
vidual tastes of their former owners and 
may cost you extra money because you 
seldom will find a buyer who has the same 
preferences. 

When your car choice has finally jelled, 
the problem of paying for it remains. The 
machinations of automobile finance are 
numerous and complex. It is unfortunate 
that any aspect of this vital industry should 
be tainted by the deceit practiced by some 
dealers and finance agencies. Your sim- 
plest protection from a bad deal is to shop 
until you are thoroughly satisfied—and 
don’t sign anything until you are. Get the 


best possible price from as many dealers as 
possible and compare the rates and finance 
charges of banks, dealers, and other agen- 
cies. Get all this down on paper and make 
sure exactly the same figures are transferred 
to the contract when you buy. Try to get 
your car paid for as soon as possible with- 
out stretching your budget to the breaking 
point. Remember your depreciation sur- 
vey sO you won't wind up at a point where 
you owe more than the car is worth. These 
financial woods are dark and deep, so go 
slowly and carefully. 


CLOSE SCRUTINY of the legal steps in a 
car deal is as important as the right price. 
Most cars are sold on a conditional sales 
contract. Do not be led to believe that 
these are always standard forms. Get a 
blank copy of the contract you will be 
asked to sign; then take it home and study 
every word of it. Never sign a blank con- 
tract and trust someone to fill it in later. 
Be sure all blank entry spaces on the form 
are crossed off so nothing can be added 
after you sign. Here again, short of con- 
sulting a lawyer, your best policy is cau- 
tion. Think carefully if you are asked to 
pledge extra collateral such as your home 
or furniture. After all, you could lose the 
car, but there seems little sense in being 
left without a roof over your head. Be 
cautious in deals with private parties. Make 
sure the registration is in order and the 
owner has clear title to the car. Check the 
engine number against the registration. 
This could save you from the painful 
experience of buying a stolen car. 

Last but not least cost-wise is the matter 
of insurance which will protect you (and 
the seller) while you are buying your car 
on time. When deciding on your collision 
insurance requirements, it will be well to 
give some thought to your exposure to 
minor accidents. For example, if you fre- 
quently park in crowded and unattended 
parking lots, you probably will be plagued 
with those minor body damage mishaps 
which always seem to cost just less than 
the deductible amount of your insurance. 
It is usually wise to carry comprehensive 
to protect you against vandalism and oc- 
curences other than collision. An impor- 
tant insurance-buying point is to make 
sure you are properly classified as a risk. 
If you are under 25 years of age, you will 
be placed in Class 2 and pay a higher 
premium. If you are over 25, make sure 
you are not “accidentally” mis-classified. 
Insurance costs are sometimes included as 
part of your sales contract. When this is 
the case, be sure you understand the period 
covered—it’s not necessarily the full length 
of the time contract—and that you are 
not paying more than the usual premium. 

So now with your dream weighed and 
tempered, you are ready to buy your car. 
Sound like a big job? Sure it is, but it 
will be a challenging experience and you'll 
get a lot of satisfaction out of it. Have 
fun doing it—but just be careful. 

—R.C.S. 
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NEW POW ER. 
NEW COMFORT 





NEW POWER with the basic six-cylinder power plant that captured 
28 Class “D” records at Bonneville. 


NEW COMFORT with two additional seats in rear; adjustable steer- and license 
ing column; all-weather top. 


AUSTIN-HEALEY 100-SIX 


Call or write nearest Distributor for name of your local Austin-Healey dealer 


NO. CALIF.—OREGON—WASH.—NO. NEVADA 
British Motor Car Distributors, Ltd. 


$3295, plus tax 


$O. CALIF.-ARIZONA—UTAH—SO. NEVADA 
ough Industries, Inc. 


P.O. Box 2768 1800 Van Ness Avenue 
Los Angeles San Francisco 
Phone: NEvada 6-9831 Phone: PRospect 6-5120 
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On Newsstands April 9th! 


ESTYLE your car- 


Here are ail the facts on how to restyle your 
Car and save money, too. The most complete 
guide on customizing ever published; it tells 
and shows with hundreds of photos how to go 
about the customizing process you select. Cov- 
ers costs and styles; home customizing; all 
about striping; how to save time and money by 


HOME CUSTOMIZING * 
NEW STRIPING FAD * using i — plastics; _ 2. sos 
your color schemes. Here you will find facts 
FIBERGLASSING * fie Maes anal wi hoop ee at 

& COLOR SCHEMES * 


WA 


EASIER RESTYLING * 
COSTS & STYLES* 


this book is a treasury of customizing ideas, 
based on the best customs of the year. 








On Newsstands April 9th! (or mail the order form below) 





1957 CARS OF au CUSTOM CARS -———————————-—-————— 
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THE WORLD 
1957 edition of the auto 
yearbook now accepted 


cars. This up-to-date edi- 
tion has photos and facts 
about all production cars 
from all countries, in- 
Cluding special sections 

‘ on station wagons, sports 
cars, atulons. More than ever, this year’s edition 


is a must for your library because of the tre- idea in every picture; there’s full, informative address 

mendous radical developments in design and horse- photo-fact data on how to make custom fins, city 

power in the new cars of all nations. Here tee are headlight brows, bumper exhausts, custom and sii 

12 pages packed with comparative statistics on all floating grilles. Everything you want to know _— a5 

cars on which such information is available. about customs is in this new book. Le a ee a 


1957 
Best yet—fifth annual edi- 
tion of this outstanding 


manual for every custom 
car enthusiast, for the 
amateur and professional. 
Featuring “Ten Best Cus- 
toms” of the year; new 
ideas and facts on cus- 
tomizing station wagons and pickups, new section 
on striping—the latest custom craze. There’s an 





TREND BOOKS 


5959 Hollywood BI., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 


(] RESTYLE YOUR CAR 


CJ CARS OF THE WORLD 


( CUSTOM CARS ‘57 


custom car handbook. 1 am enclosing $______..___._@  85¢ each (to 
all ever the world as the Over 400 photos illustrate cover postage, etc.) Please send me the following 
fact - source about all this real how-to-do-it books as indicated: 
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VICTRESS 


FIBERGLASS BODIES 


as low as §295 = 


Coupes e Roadsters e Dragsters 
Any wheelbase from 94” to 118”— 
Seven Distinctive Body Styles—Send 
$1 today for our illustrated brochure 


VICTRESS MFG. CO., INC. 


11823 SHERMAN WAY 
NO. HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. 








IN Albuquerque, New Mexico 
VISIT AUTO 
sotH AACE’ surety 

5913 Central N. E. 


1512 4th St. S. W. 
HUSH-TONE MUFFLERS— DUALS — HEADERS 


CUSTOM EQUIPMENT 


$7.95 to Mail 
$9.65 


Most Cars 


BEAUTIFUL TONE NO NOISE 
UNCONDITIONALLY GUARANTEED 
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TONNEAU COVERS 


* Corvette * Thunderbird 








* Mercedes 190 SL * Porsche * Alfa Romeo 
*MG °* Jag and most popular sports cars 
* Late model convertibles 
¢ Highest Quality ¢ Custom Styling 
aqeaaes AUTO TOP COMPANY 
Dept. 1453 Lincoln Bivd. 
Santa ; Calif. 


Ph. EXbrook 5-9174 











PERSONAL NAME EMBLEMS 
om Senterized White 


ee Imm adored on 


y ~—? " “— 
moana 
4” Feit Embiems 25 fast Color .. 25° >) 
7” Felt Embiems a EEE 
10” Felt Emblems 1.00] SEND NOW 


Decals ovate in same —for NEW completely 
sizes at same price | illustrated catalog emblems, 
Le Soect when ordering. pe and accesseries— ‘25+ 
teriirce SPOT ENTERPRISES PMSepregaE ne 
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ilda V4 


SMALL AND ATTRACTIVE, the sedan still 
seats six passengers with ease. The body 

is 182 inches long, 68 inches wide, and 60 
inches high. Wheels are 16 inches in diameter 
and 9.5 inches of ground clearance 
is provided for rough going on 
Argentina’ s roads. Power 

is provided by a 90- degree 
water-cooled V4 eng g 
rack-and-pinion steering and 
conventional independent front 
suspension are shown below. 


the 
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NOW! Genuine 










at HALF of Car Dealer Prices! 


Here’s the world’s greatest Continental Kit 
value—at savings up to $100! Glamorous 
California styling . . . rakish tilt of tire car- 
rier is custom esigned for your car, as is | 
every other part. Stylish wrap-around "gravel | 

me. — ny 20 gauge tire ring. Sturdy, 

r ! rattle-free 

— oe Easy to Install Yourself: Kit braces to frame. » 
closed face plate (please specify) Tire carrier is factory pre-assembled. Step- 


Chev. 49-57) Buick 55-57 | Cadillac 54-55 by-step instructions. 
Ford 49-57 | Chrysler 56-57 | Lincoln 54-57 NOT A “FALSIE”—ALL PARTS INCLUDED: 






























SHEET METAL BODY is fabricated without 
the aid of big presses, hence clean lines. 



















Ply. '55-57 | DeSoto 56-57 splash pan, bumper extension brackets, all- 
Dodge 56-57 79.50 pam Pp pe 
ESIGNING a car to be built in and for $49.50] mere. 52-57 5 | metal tire cover, tire carrier assembly—every- 
Argentina is a real challenge to the engi- Olds. 54-57 | Cadillac 50-53 | thing but emblem. Prime coated. 
























Pont. 53-57 illac 56-57 | 
Buick 54 | Stude. 55-57 | Thunderbird 55 MATERIALS AND WORKMANSHIP GUARANTEED 
NEW CATALOG OF CUSTOM ACCESSORIE 
$69.5 0 $59.50 31 19.50 —free with order or send just 25¢ 
Tire ring in chrome, $10 extra. Write for \ 


information on cars not listed. Specify 
make, yr., mod., tire size & if tubeless. 
25% deposit required. FOB L.A. Postage 
COD. Calif. residents add 3% sales tax. 


neer. Such a car must be simple and strong 
so as to withstand hard use, poor-quality 
fuel, and meager repair facilities. There are 
few skilled mechanics, and maintenance must 
frequently be accomplished with the simplest 
tools: a hammer, screwdriver, pliers, a bigger 
hammer, and sometimes an acetylene torch. 
The ideal car would have the stamina of a 
Model A Ford, with contemporary perform- 
ance and appearance. 

The Gilda has been designed to solve these 
problems. Giovanni Rossi, director of the 
metal-working firm of Rosati y Christofaro 
and a veteran of the Italian Fiat works in 
Turin, is the man responsible for the design, 
fabrication, testing, and production of the 
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CUsIOm ACCESSORIES VALUES FOR 36 












3319 MT-4, SO. GRAND AVENUE 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 

































entire car, including the engine. os GRmeey 

A conventional frame of welded, pressed- y oe % 
steel members is used with double A-frames cy e C4 
and coil springs providing the front suspen- é 
sion, and semi-elliptic leaf springs are used IT’S TIME TO INSTALL 


on the rigid rear axle. Tubular shocks are 


used all around, and the steering mechanism 

is a clever adaption of the rack and pinion 

which controls the front wheels through in- i 

dependent links. | 
Large presses are still rare in Argentina, 

which makes the body the most expensive 


wid aad sdkaeniosing: = teat seco MUFFLERS — DUALS — HEADERS | 


firms. This technological problem dictated 








the simple, clean styling. All of the body DESIGNED FOR FINEST PERFORMANCE 

panels, doors, fenders, etc., are locally manu- Arnold Haviland Company Defiance 22, Ohio 
factured, then collected and assembled on jigs. 

A pickup body is also available. CELEBRATING 25 YEARS OF MUFFLER LEADERSHIP > 


easy maintenance were the primary considera- FOR YOUR COMFORT AND eaten ga 
Es 


tions in the engine design. For these reasons, 
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Poor foundry facilities and the need for 
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a V4 with 109.4-cubic-inch displacement was Pertabte SPOT LIGHT 
‘ H ‘or 
selected as the most satisfactory configuration. unforeseen night 
Two identical cylinder blocks bolt to an alu- time _road_emer- 
eit: 4 : gencies. Throws 
' minum crankcase. Each block contains two arena, ‘gonated- | 
wet-sleeve cylinders and, since it is an L-head GIANT 14” AUTO MIRROR ag sg om 
engine, the intake and exhaust valves. Almost Clips. to ail mizvers, tips Rs : IE PN erm. TA | 
- . . ica ' Sa Z ‘ 
all of the other castings are aluminum, in- ee sake tn ho Wah of = a) Sato 6 or | feet ee tae | 
cluding the heads, bell housing, and trans- head. $2.98 ppd. $2.98 ppd. | professional and civic groups, | 
issi |_Mason, K. of of C., etc. $1 -98 ppd. 
mission case. A counter-balanced 180-degree Lng bdo Boy 
cast-iron crank is used. The engine-transmis- see_reey CAR SECTIONAL SEAT COVER j mowney-BACK GUARANTEE 
sion assembly weighs only 350 pounds, yet oy cars. | Fits half the seat =Syraery | STA-DRI CO., 6th Ave., ar 
(on a 6.6 to 1 compression ratio) it pro- Protectsagainst | of any car, saves (fAaiam are MI-4, Whitestone, N- * 
d h 900 hich i wear & soiling | wear and teor. 7——nd | , 
uces 57 horsepower at 3 rpm, which is without hiding your 




















more than sufficient to push the Gilda at 70 upholstery. Polyethyl- | Colorful plaid fibre ERA $e aiilliets Bic es 
i i ene—$2.98 ea. $5.50 pr. f . ) Send COD, I'll pay postage 
mph in fourth gear, and to give a 0-60 ac- Extra rong vinyl, snug-fit. | $2-98 each, ii —_ ’ So 
i i sec $6.95 front, $13 complete car. a s 
egeein’ ait <8 28.5 sensed Fully describe car. pn eres 








—Gianni Rogliatti and Paul Sorber 
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BARREN WASTELAND just 10 years ago, sunny clime, 3000-foot altitude, and promotional push make Apple Valley an embryo city. 


Ford’s new all-purpose Ranchero and the Coventry Climax-engined Electron 


Reo? : . 664 CUSTOM PICKUP? ...A real beauty! . . . A station 
ee Pag ho wagon with the top off .. . A passenger car with a pick- 
up bed . . . I dike that! . . .” These are just some of the early 
and spontaneous reactions I’ve had to the Ford Ranchero I’ve 
been driving through city streets, over freeways, open highways, 
mountain grades, and desert roads for the past week. 

Of course, it’s too early to tell just how it’s going to go over, 
and somewhat foolish to speculate. Nevertheless, I'll go on 
record with a prognostication that the Ranchero will be copied 
in principle by other manufacturers—it’s too good to pass up. 

Actually, the Ranchero could be called anything you like 
and you'd be partly right: it’s a truck, in that it has a pickup 
bed and is distributed through Ford’s Truck Division; it’s a 
“|. . wagon with the top off .. .” in that the 116-inch chassis 
is the same as that for the station wagon (including the stiffer 
springs); it’s a “. . . car with a pickup bed .. .” for the entire 
front section, including the interior, is basically the same as a 
Ford car, with minor modifications such as the tire stowage 
behind the passenger’s seat. 

With a choice of three engines in the Ranchero, you can do 
just about any job that needs doing: economy hauling and 
economy transportation is best with the 144-hp, ohv six; if you 
like the sound and the fury of a V8 you can get the 190-hp en- 
gine that goes with Customline Fords; if you want more go— 
up to 110 mph, acceleration to 60 mph from standstill in about 
11.5 seconds, overall fuel economy in the 15-17 mpg range— 
you can order your Ranchero with the 212-hp “Thunderbird” 
engine. 

In city driving, you'll have better vision than in most cars, 
though not as good as in ordinary pickups because of the ad- 
vantage the latter have in their greater height. With the back 
of the cab close to you, and the large rear window to see out of, 
it’s almost as if you could touch everything behind you. You can 
back into tight spots by gauging yourself through use of the 
flush-side side rails. The rest of your driving can be made as 
convenient as your pocketbook will allow: no shifting with 
“ Fordomatic, parking ease with power steering, less braking 

EVEN IF your luggage is not as desirable as these effort with power brakes, no window cranking with power 
Halliburton eluminum cases, you'll have to stow them behind windows, no seat pushing with power seats. 

wii ok one Se tad ieneeers Over the road you can cruise as quickly and as easily as in 

seat is occupied by the spare tire and tools. any “car.” Bad dips on desert roads that come up unexpectedly 

See page 51 for a custom idea. won't make the Ranchero misbehave. When encountering sud- 

den bends in the road or when driving continuously through 

winding, hilly country, you won’t have to back off for fear of 
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leaving the road; its attitude in turns, including the small amount 
of body lean, is remarkably good. It seems a shame, though, 
that it takes almost five turns lock to lock; less turns would 
mean less work and a more positive feel. 

On the way back from Apple Valley Inn, where I guested 
for the weekend, I stopped at Jim Davies’ Wood Yard for some 
firewood and a trial of the Ranchero with a load. Up to just 
slightly over the side rails made about 4-cord, or some 700 
pounds of extra weight. From the wood yard I drove over 
roads where the asphalt was chewed out in big bitefuls, over 
dirt washboards that would shake out any loose fillings, and 
over other roads that were. reminiscent of a roller coaster. 

On all these roads the Ranchero’s behavior was better than 
when it was unloaded. With the added weight over the rear 
wheels it hugged the road closer and took some of the float out 
of the ride. Over washboard it stayed in line; empty at speeds 
above 30 mph the rear end would begin to come around. 


driving 
FT el eiale| 


ONE WAY to hide luggage and other items from prying 
eyes and the weather might be a tarpaulin, such as this 
slick one on John Fahy’s moderately customized Ranchero. 





THE TRUCK bed measures 6.0 by 4.5 by 1.2 feet, giving a volume 
of 32.4 cubic feet. Here it’s loaded with 3-cord of firewood. 
















While I was at the Apple Valley Inn soaking in sunshine 
and shooting pictures, a couple was drawn over by the newness 
of the Ranchero. After a fairly thorough once-over and a few 
questions, the husband stated his desire to trade in his year-old 
car on the Ranchero, while his wife was not so easily convinced. 
“Who,” she asked, “do you expect will buy this type of car?” 
My reply was that it should appeal, for example, to couples 
living in areas like the high desert region of Apple Valley. For 
many such pioneering couples the need for a full-sized sedan 
doesn’t exist, but the necessity for a more practical-type vehicle 
does. The Ranchero gives the room and “personal” feel of a 
Thunderbird, the comfort of a sedan, and the load-carrying 
capacity of a small pickup. It also seems to me that with the 
addition of a few clever accessories (a metal tarpaulin to cover 
the bed, stake sides to allow the carrying of a bulkier load, a 
camper unit, and better use of water space), the Ranchero will 
reach out to an ever-larger market. 


continued on next page 









PHOTOS BY BOB D'OLIVO 


SUB-FRAME OF RANCHERO is same as wagon, but is 
hidden by bolted-down floor. Wagon’s wheel well 

(above) could serve as optional or permanent spare tire 
location by hinging floor. Tools could be stored in 
compartment astride driveshaft (left), with access from cab 
interior through doors over existing cutouts. 
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FRONT BODY SECTION lifts forward to expose engine and 
front suspension. Fiberglas body appears unfinished in 
spots and is not the best example of its type. 





continued from preceding page 





N THIS NUCLEAR AGE it seems only fitting that there 
should be a car with a name like Electron. I’m afraid, how- 
ever, that the car that was loaned to us by Paul Pollard & Assoc., 
U. S. West Coast distributor, is not in keeping with its name. 
It's almost as if we were handed a prototype for testing; it has 
a strong need for improvement before it will make much of a 
dent in the sales of other imported sports cars. 

To be able to give as objective and straightforward report as 
possible, I stayed with the car long after I was tired of the hard 
seat, the straight-arm driving position, the constant peering 
through the three-inch space between the wheel rim and the 
windshield (or over the top), and the engine heat on my leg 
(despite the cold-air blower ). I hoped that by staying with it I'd 
get more used to these idiosyncrasies. 

Using the Coventry Climax engine as a base was a great 
idea. Having the 1100cc—84 bhp version as standard equipment, 
with the 1200cc-90 bhp, 1460cc-101 bhp, and 1480cc-141 
bhp Formula II engines as extra-cost options, should allow the 
car to compete in the various classes with different degrees of 
success. But based on the performance and handling of this 


THE ELECTRON plows dirt in a tight cornering check. Large span between gear ratios and over-sensitive throttle produced 
odd cornering characteristics. Best control could be maintained in wide turns using third gear at speeds above 50 mph. 


Electron with the standard 67-cubic-inch engine, it'll have con- 
siderable trouble with the Alfa-Giuliettas and MGs. It took an 
average of 7.8 seconds from 0 to 45 mph, 12.4 seconds from 0 
to 60 mph, 18.6 seconds and 76 mph for a standing-start 14- 
mile. And we tried it many different ways, finding that the best 
combination seemed to be to jazz the throttle at a standstill, let 
the hydraulic clutch take hold around 4000 revs, then rev to 6500 
in each gear, snapshifting from gear to gear. 

Of course, I’m not losing sight of the fact that these accelera- 
tion figures give it more go than the run-of-the-mill imported 
family car and as much as many sports cars. Up against the 


POSITION OF WHEEL and design of windshield leaves small 
peek-a-boo space between wheel rim and windshield frame. 
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average American family car and the rac- 
ing sports machine, it’s another matter. 
I’m sure everyone will agree that these 
acceleration figures are quite commendabie 
for a car with an engine one-fourth the 
size of a Chevrolet V8. 

In competition each time a driver 
shifted out of second at 6500 revs or so 
into third, he’d be faced with an untenable 
lack of torque; the range of 45 mph at 
6500 in second and 73 at 6500 in third 
seems to be too great a span. This gap 
makes itself felt in cornering, too. 

Up to a certain speed in second you 
can corner tightly and hold it under 
control. Above 30 or so, you break loose 
because the throttle is too sensitive. 
Third gear on these sharp turns is too 
high to do any good. It does drift beauti- 
fully on wide turns in third gear above 50 
mph, which is what gives you the feeling 
that it should do good in a road race. Its 
top speed of 115 mph and non-fading 
hydraulic brakes would be an asset here. 
I hope it does better than the above ob- 
jections would seem to indicate. 

Making the chassis and body as light as 
possible was sure a step in the right direc- 
tion. Its total weight of 1090 pounds gi: 
it a power/weight ratio of 1 to 13 for the 
standard engine, 1 to 12.1 for the 1220cc 
engine, 1 to 10.8 for the 1460cc engine, 


INDEPENDENT FRONT SUS- 
PENSION has ball joints, twin 
A-frames, and coil springs 
which encase shocks. 


and a fantastic 1 to 7.7 for the Formula 
II engine. The 141-bhp job should be a 
real (but expensive ) bomb! 

The chassis of the Electron seems quite 
good, but it’s unfortunate that it gives the 
feeling of being hastily assembled. The 
84-inch wheelbase seems a good length, 
and the two parallel four-inch tubes spaced 
two feet apart and joined with angle iron 
cross-members seem sturdy enough. The 
basic idea of twin A-frames, ball joint, 
and Girling combination shock-encased- 
in-a-coil-spring gives a good independent 
front suspension. The solid rear axle, trail- 
ing arm linkage, and Girling shock-coils 
generally keep the rear end in line. 

A light Fiberglas body was also a good 
idea. I like the fact that the whole front 
section lifts forward, allowing easy access 
to the engine and front suspension. It 
seems that the passenger compartment 
could have been improved, though. What 
I'd like to see would be more comfortable 
bucket seats, a better positioning of the 
instruments (the tach on the far right is 
too hard to see and the speedometer is 
generally hidden by your right hand), a 
lower steering wheel (accomplished easily 
through a universal joint in the column), 
a closer gearshift lever (third is a fair 
country reach ), and a top that’s more com- 
patible with the rest of the car. 


STANDARD ENGINE is 67-cubic-inch Coventry 
Climax fed by two large SU carbs. Radiator has 
large frontal area to provide maximum cooling. 
Larger engines are available. 
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5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 
Please enter my name as a MOTOR TREND subscriber for: 


One year—$3.00 [JTwo years—$5.00 Above rates 
‘or U.S., its possessions, Canada; all other countries: 
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Con venient delivery 
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for subscribing to MT. 
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$1° Savings 
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it’s easy te understand 
has been THE name in m 
more than 20 years. Made from 
finest seamless steel, a 
Mufflers are road-tested for 50,000 
miles (within a year) yotnd being 
offered to the public. The PORTER 
name signifies by & A in pong 

exhaust systems that money can buy. 
When installing your next muffler, 

specify PORTER and take 
e of more one he longer 

durability, fw 
RTER Momers are 
treated against rust and are 
individually ae a shipping 
from factory. PORTER is the 
originator of the ay 
Turbo-Diffuser. 


PORTER 
fer 


ORDER TODAY, or write to Porter 
Muffler Manufacturing Company, 
Dept. MT-4, for the name of 
your nearest dealer. 


lossy PORTER 


MUFFLER MFG. CO.. Inc 
fiw Olympic Bivd., L.A. 64, Calif. 














IN Buffalo, New York 
SPORT & CUSTOM CAR EQUIPMENT 
316 Ramsdell Ave. 
FEATURING 
HUSH-TONE MUFFLERS— DUALS — HEADERS 
CUSTOM EQUIPMENT 
HUSH TONE “i 
" : wee Orders 
Filled 


BEAUTIFUL TONE NO NOISE 
UNCONDITIONALLY GUARANTEED 




















Start Veelalag at Home bd This 
Clean, High-Ciass Type of Position 
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PACTS © AND FR: SAMPLE LESSON at 
once. Write today 


uriuiries TNGINEERING INSTITUTE 
2525 Sheffield Ave., Dept. OAN-8, Chicago 14 

















BOOK MANUSCRIPTS 


CONSIDERED 
by cooperative publisher who offers authors ear- 
ly pub —.. ~ ng roy valty, national distribu- 
tion, and bea ly desig: books. All subjects 
welcomed. beagtifus or send your MS directly. 
GREENWICH BOOK PUBLISHERS, INC. 
Attn. MR. DICKENS—489 Fifth Av., New York 17, N.Y. 
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Vauxhall’s Victor=—for the U.S.? 





ROOM for two adults plus « child on each seat should help make the car popular here. 





228 pace CATALOG 


19 > —16 pages of last minute NEW items! 








FIRST 1957 ACCESSORIES 


parts for your car, truck, hot rod, 
custom car or station wagon 


Just Mail Coupon! 


UP 

7o DOR 
Get the new edition of the world’s largest 
and most complete auto equipment buy- 
ing guide catalog— 228 pages! It saves. 
you UP TO ONE-HALF on ALL your 
automotive needs. Includes thousands 
of brand new last minute releases of 
accessories and parts for your car, truck, 
hot rod, custom car or station wagon 
for models from 1920 through 1957. 
This new catalog features the latest 
Hollywood and Custom equipment not 
yet in stores ... new High Speed Parts 
...as well as hard-to-find exact replace- 


ment parts for old and current models 
alike! Includes NEW 1957 Accessories. 


Buy Direct By Mail From Whitney 
. —and SAVE MONEY 


Our tremendous buying power and huge 
volume enable us to cut prices to rock 
bottom. You actually save up to 50% and 
more! We stock over 75,000 items, ready 
for immediate shipment—with new, im- 
proved facilities 10 speed up service on 
every order. This is our twentieth year. 
Your satisfaction guaranteed on every 
order or your money back! Rush coupon 
for your FREE copy of new catalog. Please 
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< : c. WHITNEY § co enclose 25¢ in coin to hel "i 
Ca 19 Archer Ave hicege 1 P Pay part o1 
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handling and mailing costs (refunded 
on first $5 order). Mail today! 
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FREE CATALOG COUPON! 


4. C. Whitney & Co. 
1917 (0-4) Archer Ave., Chicago 16, Ill. 
Flease rush your giant 228 page Catalog de 
scribing world’s most complete line of auto 
parts and accessories—over 75,000 items at 
lowest prices. (Please enclose 25c to cover 
part of cost. which will be credited to you 
on first $5.00 order.) 
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J.C. Whitney & Co., 1917 (0-4) Archer Ave., Chicago 16, lil. 
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§ BRITISH BRANCH of General 
Motors has at long last introduced its 
Americanized model. It’s a sedan that many 
Americans will hope to see return to this 
land of its conception and testing. Contem- 
porary but not at all startling, Vauxhall's 
Victor is the first mass-produced European 
car to feature a wraparound windshield. 

Like previous Vauxhalls, the new model 
has a unit body and frame, and could pos- 
sibly be the source of the recurrent rumor 
that one of the Big Three—guess who—is 
still planning a switch away from rattles for 
1958. The four-cylinder, overhead-valve en- 
gine is oversquare and makes do with no 
overdrive, automatic clutch or transmission, 
and even without the practically mandatory 
British fourth gear. Still the three-speed 
gearbox with steering-post shift is more 
flexible than on any American car because 
it has synchromesh even on low. 

Would this unusually attractive compro- 
mise keep up with U.S. traffic? Here are 
some notes made during a test drive by 
MT’s correspondent Gordon Wilkins: “ 
0-50 mph took 14.4 seconds, on a car that 
had only done 700 miles . . . Factory testers 
have been doing 10-30 mph in high in 10.7 
and 30-50 in 11.1 seconds. High-gear pulling 
from 15 mph seemed somewhat leisurely 

. slight vibration between 40 and 50... 
the claimed 75 should be there. The clutch 
was smooth, and well able to take the full- 
throttle snap changes made possible by the 
excellent gearbox. The shift was light and 
crisp in action, and the synchromesh worked 
really well, encouraging quick downshifts 
into first gear for a quick pull away from 
sharp corners.” 

Wilkins continues: “Driving position is 
good, with a view of all four fenders, and 
a view of the road over the low hood to 
within nine feet of the car. The engine is 
remarkably smooth for a four-cylinder unit. 
Vauxhall designers have been so successful 
in scaling down GM big-car styling that it 
comes as a surprise to find that the car can 
go in the normal European suburban garage.” 

Perhaps most impressive is a claimed 36 
mpg at steady 30-35 mph. 


SPECIFICATIONS 

ENGINE: Ohv 4. Bore 3.125 in. Stroke 3.00 in. 
Stroke/bore ratio 0.96:1. Compression ratio 7.8:1. 
Displacement 92 cu. in. Advertised bhp 55 @ 
4200 rpm. Max torque 84.5 Ibs.-ft. @ 2400 rpm. 
STEERING: Turning diameter 34 ff. Turns lock to 
lock 3.75. Type: recirculating ball. 

WEIGHT: With gas, oil and water, 2160 Ibs. 
DIMENSIONS: Wheelbase 98 in., overall length 
166.5 in., overall height 58 in., overall width 
62 in., tread 50 in. 

TIRES: 5.60x13 tubeless. 

PRICES (in England, without tax): $1414 (deluxe). 
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NEW 1957 TRIUMPH TR-3 





Picture snapped as TR-3 sped at 110 mph over Monza Racetrack, Italy, in Alpine Rally. 





Now with exclusive disc brakes* 


*(standard equipment) 


New high port head * 110 miles per hour e 100 
horsepower * O-50 mph in 8 seconds « Up 
to 35 miles per gallon * Combines true sports 
car performance with family convenience. 


FREE—write for descriptive brochure and list of dealers. 


Standard -Triumph Motor Company, Inc., 122 E. 42nd Street, New York 17, N. Y. 


Try the new 1957 TRIUMPH= 
a million dollars worth of fun 


for only $2,625 


At U. S. ports of entry. Prices Slightly Higher on West Coast. 








How much is your wife’s time worth? 


An English-built Ford can give your wife 
up to 12 new free hours every week! 


“Can you really fit this 
one in too, Mom?” 





There’s a right model English-built Ford for your family. 12 models 
to choose from. Ask your nearest dealer for a demonstration today. 





The case of Mrs. A. R. Hendrickson 


(Harrington Park, N. J.) tells how. 


How can your wife benefit 
from owning a Prefect? Mrs. 
Hendrickson has kindly said “if 
my case will help convince a 
doubting Thomas, well, tell 
him about it by all means.” 

First she has to get the kids 
to school and meet them in the 
afternoon. She takes the bus 
trip to the shopping center (15 


% Ideal second car 
% Smart appearance 
% Outstanding performance 


% Low first cost 


A FOR D PRODUCT 





minutes each way). An after- 
noon movie? There’s another 
hour going and coming. 

“But now,” continues Mrs. 
Hendrickson—“with the Prefect 
always ready to go, it’s a dif- 
ferent story. I figure I save at 
least 12 hours every week. It’s 
the easiest handling car I’ve 
ever driven.” 


% Amazing economy 


Sold in the United States through selected dealers of 
FORD MOTOR COMPANY, DEARBORN, MICHIGAN 


MOTOR TREND/APRIL 1957 55 
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Considering the tremendous importance of 
the National Speed Weeks at Daytona 
Beach, Fla., and the fact that this NASCAR- 
sponsored event took place just as we went 
to press, the editors decided to present the 
following dissertation on the impact of 
the Daytona events on automotive manu- 
facturers and you, our readers. The article, 
reprinted below with permission of the 
Wall Street Journal, was written by staff 
reporters George Melloan and Cal Brumley, 
and appeared in the February 15, 1957 
issue.—Ed. 





AYTONA BEACH, Fla.—The sound 

of roaring engines shatters the quiet 

of this sunny town this week. Some 100,- 

000 visitors cheerfully sniff exhaust fumes 

and chatter about “triple carbs,” “hot cams” 
and “T-Birds.” 

The occasion is the annual two weeks of 
speed trials held by the National Associa- 
tion for Stock Car Racing, Inc., when auto 
fans watch Detroit's latest models streak 
along the sands at speeds up to about 160 
miles an hour. 

This year they're seeing the biggest show 
ever, climaxed Sunday by the Grand Na- 
tional stock car race for late models. To the 
Detroit auto makers, however, the meet is 
more than a mere sporting event; its out- 
come carries important business implica- 
tions. 

Stock car races, revived in the U. S. in 
1947 mainly for Sunday daredevils, have 
been increasingly taken over by Detroit as 
a promotion device. In 1955 only Chevro- 
let was active in the competition. This year 


THE DOINGS 


at least eight auto makers will send their 
models hurtling along the track under the 
guise of “testing engines and suspension 
systems.” 

Their more immediate aim, of course, is 
to establish theirs as the “hottest car” be- 
fore a discriminating and influential sec- 
tion of the public. But the auto men are 
wary about admitting their intentions since 
they fear protests from still another sizable 
section of the public—the safety-minded 
critics of Detroit's horsepower race. 

Nonetheless, the racing-minded public 
has expanded rapidly in recent years, and 
auto makers are eager to capitalize on its 
sales potential. Some five million to seven 
million people will watch stock car racing 
in the U. S. this year, shelling out as much 
as $15 a ticket. The estimated 25 million 
(compared with 16.5 million for big 
league baseball) who will see auto racing 
of all types also will be following stock car 
results. Finally, there are innumerable folks 
who don’t attend races but still are in- 
fluenced by racing promotion and ads. 

“Every manufacturer knows the value of 
this market,” relates a high sales official of 
an auto company. “We are heading into an 
era when you'll have large racing organiza- 
tions sponsored by the factories. It still 
isn't as bad as in Europe, where they place 
great stress on factory racing, but it’s get- 
ting that way.” 

“We feel that stock car racing is very 
important,” says F. C. Reith, general man- 
ager of the Mercury Division and a Ford 
Motor Co. vice president. “We didn’t get 
into it much last year but we think we'll do 
better this year. It’s expensive, and we de- 
bated the question. But 78 per cent of our 
dealers favored it.” 

Despite promotion possibilities and 
dealer pressure, auto makers fear possible 
public criticism of their racing activities. 
They're taking great pains to conceal rac- 
ing connections, even to the point of deny- 





ing, in some cases, that they support racing 
crews. 

Thus most teams are operated by “in- 
dependent engineering firms” headed by 
professional racing men. These firms, of 
course, have contracts and close ties with 
auto factories. 

“The factory tells us what they want 
and we set it up for them,” says Bill 
Stroppe, whose Bill Stroppe & Associates 
of Long Beach, Calif., will race nine cars 
for Mercury. “They prefer not to be as- 
sociated because they are afraid that some- 
thing, like an accident, will give the factory 
a bad name.” 

Teams representing most of the auto 
factories are assembled here for the un- 
official opening of the stock racing season. 
Nearly every available building large 
enough to hold a car has been taken over 
to house Detroit's racing stables. Plymouth, 
for example, has rented three garages for 
its fleet of 18 cars. 

Although the cars are scattered all over 
this resort city of 30,000, racing activity 
is concentrated along a five-mile stretch 
of beach known as “Gasoline Alley.” 

The colorful race course lies in the tidal 
zone where the ebbing and flowing ocean 
waters automatically smooth the beach 
twice daily. On one side is the surf; on the 
other is a high sand dune used as a grand- 
stand. 

The sleek models streaking down this 
picturesque course are a far cry from the 
steam car which Fred Marriott gunned 
along these sands just 50 years ago. The 
auto, built by the Stanley twins of New- 
ton, Mass., chugged up to a then-startling 
speed of 127.7 miles an hour. 

The first Henry Ford made a determined 
assault on the Indianapolis 500-mile race 
in 1935, entering 10 Ford-built race cars. 
Four got into the final race, but none fin- 
ished. 

In 1949 Oldsmobile rediscovered the 
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march 

15, USAC Midgets, Hialeah Speedway, 
Miami 

16, une Midgets, Fort Pierce Speedway, 
Fla 

17, USAC Midgets, Speedway Park, Jackson- 
ville, Fla. 


23-24, Sebring 12-hour Soorts Car Endurance 
Race, Sebring, Fla 

24, USAC Sprints, Dayton, Ohio. 

31, MARC 100-mile Late-Model Stock Cars, 
Lakewood Speedway, Atlanto, Ga 


31, USAC Sprints, Reading, Pa. 
31, USAC Late-Model Stock Cars, Clovis, 
Calif. 
april 
6-7, SCCA Sports Cars, Paim Springs, Calif. 
> & —— Late-Model Stock Cars, Knoxville, 
enn. 
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USAC Sprints, Williams Grove, Pa. 
Grand Prix of Syracuse, Sicily. 
ay Races, Manzanita Park, Phoenix, 
riz. 
10-14, Acropolis Rally, Greece. 
13, USAC Midgets, Gardena, Calif. 
14 = Sprints, Atlanta, Go. 
19-21, A Sports Cars, Oahu, Territory of 
oan 
28, VW Club of America 2nd Annual Con- 
vention, Hillburn, N.Y. 
28, USAC Sprints, Salem, Ind. 
28, USAC Stock Cars, Vallejo, Calif. 


USAC Midgets, Phoenix, Ariz. 

5 USAC Sprints, Winche-ter, Ind. 

S, USAC Sprints, Newton Park, Conn 

5 er > Races, Manzanita Park, Phoenix, 


Ari 
Th 1, Tulip Rally, Holland. 


a NASCAR “Rebel 300,” Convertibles, 
Darlington, S.C. 

12, Mille Mislia, Italy. 

17-19, SCCA Sports Cars, Cumberland, Md. 

19, Grand Prix of Monaco. 

23, USAC ane. Detroit. 

25, USAC M ts, Kokomo, Ind. 

26, MOSCC Johnny Appleseed Rally, Mans- 
field, ohio. 


26, eating 1000 Km, Germany. 
27, Canadian Autorama, Queens Park, Lon- 
don, Ontario, Canada. 

29, USAC Midgets, Indianapolis, Ind. 

30, USAC Midgets, Lafayette, Ind. 

30, Grand Prix of the United States, 
Indianapolis ‘’500.” 

30, Rally of Germany. (Runs until June 2.) 

june 

1, USAC Midgets, Detroit. 

2, USAC Midgets, Saginaw, Mich. 

Zz Grand Prix of Belgium. 

7; USAC Midgets, Cincinnati, Ohio. 


USAC Midgets, Chicago. 

Midnight Sun Rally, Sweden. 

USAC Midgets, South Bend, Ind. 

USAC Midgets, Springfield, III. 

USAC Midgets, Detroit. 

USAC Sprints, Reading, Pa. 

Grand Prix of Holla 

USAC Midgets, Galesburg, Mich. 

USAC Midgets, Grand Rapids, Mich. 

USAC Midgets, Crystal Lake, Mich. 

Le Mans 24 Hours, France. 

USAC Midgets, Chicago. 

USAC Midgets, Kokomo, III. 

Geneva Rally, Switzerland. 

USAC Midgets, Fm 2 pecmemaaas Ind. 
,’ Italy. 
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AT DAYTONA 


potential of racing advertising for its 
“Rocket” engine. Chevrolet, previously de- 
tided as a “stove-bolt” by performance 
cultists, brought out its peppy V8 in 1955 
and strongly promoted its racing triumphs. 
The results were such that Ford found it 
necessary to try to top every Chevy racing 
and performance feat in 1956—and 
claimed considerable success. 

This year, Pontiac, Mercury, Oldsmobile, 
Plymouth and several other “possibles” 
will join Ford and Chevy in the racing 
program. Budgets are kept secret, but one 
company official estimates that $6 million 
to $7 million will be spent on racing, com- 
pared with only $4 million last year. This 
includes the cost of cars and parts, pay of 
drivers and mechanics and other expenses. 

Winning drivers, with factories bidding 
for their talent, drew salaries up to $1100 
a month, plus expenses and a share of the 
purses. 

Ford Motor Co.'s budget is rated the 
highest by racing men. A widely circulated 
guess: $2.5 million. 

Ford Division will have at least seven 
drivers in a team headed by Pete DePaolo, 
one-time winner of the Indianapolis race. 
“He'll also handle our entries in such 
events as the Pike’s Peak climb, the Mobil- 
gas Economy Run and the salt flat trials 
in Utah,” says a Ford spokesman. 

Chevrolet reportedly has allotted $750,- 
000 to racing this year, but its specific ac- 
tivities are harder to pin down. Chevy 
spokesmen admit only that they maintain 
a four-man engineering team, including 
Mauri Rose, three-time winner of the 
Indianapolis 500-mile race, who take a 
“friendly interest” in young men who 
choose to drive Chevrolets. 

But the driver of one Chevy racing team 
says the factory’s performance engineering 
department sells cars to selected racers at 
$1 apiece, furnishes parts, technical help 
and other aid. 

Perhaps the biggest Chévy team is based 
in Atlanta and operates under the name of 
Southern Engineering & Development Co. 
Hugh Babb, head man at Southern denies 
a factory connection. But at Southern En- 
gineering’s temporary headquarters here, 
mechanics are hard at work taking engines 
apart and adjusting them for racing per- 
formance under the supervision of a Chev- 
rolet official. 

Mechanics and drivers make no secret of 
calling the autos “factory cars” and identi- 
fying themselves as “factory drivers.” 

Here’s a rundown on other auto makers’ 
racing plans: 

Pontiac: Semon Knudsen, youthful new 
general manager, plans to use racing to 
help improve Pontiac’s reputation for per- 
formance. He recently hired racing man 
Ray R. Nichels as a “consultant,” and Mr. 





Nichels has been preparing several Ponti- 
acs for races and special performance 
events. 

Oldsmobile: Re-entering the field after 
a long absence, it has “made available” 
three 88 two-doors and two convertibles 
to Lee Petty, a former stock car racing 
champion. “One of the things we'll be 
plugging will be the economy and per- 
formance of our new J-2 engine equipped 
with three dual carburetors” a spokesman 
says. : 

Plymouth: Former 500-mile and midget 
car driver Ronnie Householder is now on 
its staff to handle racing. “We are gearing 
our stock car operations to local areas,” says 
a spokesman. “We expect to have about 40 
drivers to whom we'll supply parts and 
technical aid but not cars. Some will be 
sponsored by dealers. When a race is to 
be held in a town, Plymouth will conduct 
local promotions.” 

American Motors Corp.: The Rambler 
Rebel, a 290-horsepower electronic fuel 
injection car, may be a racing candidate, 
but the company says it hasn’t made up its 
mind. 

Plans of other Chrysler divisions are not 
clear. Up until this year, racing teams were 
supplied for Chrysler and Dodge divisions 
by Carl Kiekhafer of Fond du Lac, Wis., 
an outboard motor manufacturer. A free- 
spending sportsman, Mr. Kiekhafer was a 
formidable adversary to factory teams. But 
this year, he says he’s through with racing. 

Despite the hotly competitive atmos- 
phere, more than a few auto men feel rac- 
ing has gone too far. “It has turned into 
an orgy,” says one Detroit official. 

Congress, of course, has been probing 
the general field of auto safety, and the 
Special Safety Committee of Rep. Roberts 
(D., Ala.) has been sharply critical of the 
horsepower race. General Motors Corp. al- 
ready has advised its divisions to play 
down performance in advertising. 

“We can’t even say that the hot one’s 
are hotter this year,” a Chevy official says, 
ruefully. 

Ford Motor Co. took a firmer stand be- 
fore the committee. “We have seen no 
proof that this type of advertising incites 
to reckless driving,” Edward E. Rothman, 
advertising director, told Congressional in- 
vestigators. But he said Ford planned to 
spend no more in 1957 for racing advertis- 
ing than it spent in 1956. 

Nevertheless, the auto makers are keep- 
ing careful records of everything that 
happens here for possible future use. Every 
factory has one or more public relations 
men here, and most have representatives 
here from their advertising agencies. A 
Ford spokesman says his company probably 
will shoot 40,000 feet of movie film, half 
of it in color, on the Daytona events. 


.. . AND WHO WON 


AYTONA RESULTS showed large 
number of cars topping 160-mph 
mark, in spite of bad condition of beach. 
In flying mile runs, Chrysler drew top 
position for production cars with a 300-C 
that went 138.996 one way, and averaged 
134.128 mph, Robert “Red” Byron at the 
wheel . . . Standing-start mile acceleration 
for 300-C was 86.873 mph, Brewster 
Shaw piloting. Chevrolet took a first in 
class, averaging 118.460 mph... Also 
beat Ford and Plymouth for Pure Oil Co. 
Performance Award with 574 points to 
Ford’s 309. 

Pontiac won the Grand National 160- 
mile race over a beach and road course, 
with Everett “Cotton” Owens driving to 
a new record average of 101.60 mph. Mer- 
cury won the 160-mile convertible race 
. .. Tim Flock drove 128.570 mph to 
qualify for pole position,-and averaged 
101.32 mph to win—both new records. 

New Experimental Class trophy went to 
Hot Rod Magazine editor Wally Parks, 
driving a '57 Plymouth with a Hilborn 
fuel-injected Chrysler V8 mill, hitting 
166.898 mph on one leg and averaging 
159.893 mph on the flying mile . . . Art 
Christman was second in this class with an 
average of 154.176 mph. Christman pi- 
loted a Mercury “Mermaid” equipped with 
a fuel injection engine and a specially 
streamlined racing body with roadster 
cockpit and stabilizing tail fin. Danny 
Eames won the standing-start mile honors 
in a T-Bird with Lincoln engine at 98.065 
mph on tractionless sand. 

Sports cars made good times too. Top 
man was Harold Mauck in a T-Bird, clock- 
ing 146.282 mph one way, and a 138.775 
mph average. Other average times were: 
Class C, 131.941 mph, Paul Goldsmith 
driving production Corvette; Class D, 
134.756 mph, Phil Styles in Austin- 
Healey; Class F, Bill Buff’s Porsche Spyder 
went 135.491; Class G, 68.435 mph made 
by Kip Mitchell’s Volkswagen. Modified 
sports car title went to Danny Eames 
with 160.356 mph in the Lincoln-engined 
T-Bird. Goldsmith turned 91.301 mph in 
his D-Jaguar’s mile drag . . . the T-Bird 
went 89.708 in the same distance .. . 
Buff's Porsche Spyder went 88.801 mph. 

Fastest lady on the sand was Betty Skel- 
ton who clinched the title with 139.697 
mph in a Corvette . . . Reverend Rankin 
Shrewsbury, the Flying Parson, turned a 
fabulous 139.697 mph in Joe Littlejohn’s 
Pontiac. Lee Petty took home $500 by win- 
ning the Air Lift Challenge race in which 
five high-point Nascar drivers piloted the 
same Oldsmobile J-2 Rocket. Petty av- 
eraged 144.298 for the flying mile. 

More details and many pictures of Day- 
tona will appear in MOTOR TREND next 
month. —P.s. 
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DRIVING THE MIGHTIEST MERCEDES 


continued from page 39 


Performance 

SPEEDS AND RPM 

Gears used: (ist) (2nd) (3rd) (4th) (5th) 
Road test overall gear ratios:...............2.....-.-cceeeseee-e- 12.4:1 8.00:1 6.53:1 4.89:1 3.81:1 

Speed in mph 

RES FORE S Wire nts were ore eee ee Sa ane 6.8 10.5 12.4 16.7 21.7 
5950 rpm (maximum torque) 2... ececeeeeseeeees 40.3 61.0 75.0 100.0 137.7 
7450 rpm (maximum horsepower) ............................. 50.3 77.0 95.0 127.0 163.4 
8000 rpm (maximum rpm) ........ .... 54.0 83.0 102.0 136.0 174.0* 


*By calculation, not actually observed. 











All over the world 


Ming of the Road 


LUCAS original equipment 
for all British Cars 


British car owners all over the world know the Lucas 
symbol...their guarantee of the finest possible quality in 
lighting and ignition equipment — and famous Girling 
brakes and shock absorbers! Standard for the majority of 
British made cars, Lucas equipment demonstrates its un- 
matched dependability time after time. 

So to maintain peak efficiency in your British made car be 
sure to replace Lucas with Lucas! You'll find Lucas re- 
placement parts in stock at better garages and British car 
dealers throughout the United States. Ask your dealer to 
show you the entire line of Lucas “King of the Road” 
deluxe accessories. 
Right from the start,.. Right for replacement! 


LUCAS ELECTRICAL SERVICES, INC. 
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TOP SPEED 
Aver. of four runs 176.47 mph. Best run 180.00 mph. 


BRAKING EFFICIENCY 


Speed Stopping distance Tapley reading 
(mph) (in feet) (per cent) 
31 39 100 
50 104 100 
75 207 100 


PERFORMANCE ON GRADES 
Inclines climable at steady speed in each gear 


Gear Gradient Angle Speed 

1st 1 in 2.0* 265°* 42 mph* 
2nd 1 in 2.5* 2i5°° 60 mph* 
3rd 1 in 3.3 16.8° 75 mph 
4th 1 in 4.9 145° 75 mph 
5th 1 in 7.2 77.9° 75 mph 


*Estimated. Beyond capacity of available instruments 


ACCELERATION 


From Standing Start 
Speed in mph Time in seconds Gears used 


0-30 33 1st 

0-50 5.2 1st 

0-60 6.8 Ist & 2nd 

0-100 13.6 Ist, 2nd & 3rd 
0-120 20.3 Ist, 2nd, 3rd & 4th 


Passing Speeds 

Speed in mph Time in seconds 

Gears used: Ist 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 
10-30 2.3 — _ — — 
20-40 2.1 3.4 — — _ 
30-50 3.0 3.2 4.0 5.6 8.6 


40-60 =  8R - 3@ 32 8.4 
50-70 — 25 co a 
60-80 — — 3.1 oe ee 
70-90 — = — 5.1 8.0 
80-100 —_ — 49 82 
90-100 _ — — 54 89 
100-120 — _ — 58 95 




















Specifications 


ENGINE: Ohv in-line 8. Bore 3.07 in. (78 mm). Stroke 
3.07 in. (78 mm). Stroke/bore ratio 1.0:1. Compression 
ratio 9:1. Displacement 181.61 cu. in. (2976 cc). Max. 
bhp 296 @ 7450 rpm. Bhp per cu. in. 1.630. Piston 
speed @ max. bho 3734 ft. per min. Max. bmep 189.33 
psi. Max. torque 228 Ibs.-ft. @ 5950 rpm. 


FUEL: Gasoline. 90 octane Research, 83 octane Motor. 


ENGINE CONSTRUCTION: Two blocks of four cylinders, 
Silumin Gamma aluminum alloy castings. Chromium-plated 
bores. Roller bearing main, connecting rod, and wrist 
pin bearings. Desmodromic valves with two cam lobes 
per valve. Valve clearance taken up by engine compres- 
sion. Two camshafts per block; one each for intake and 
exhaust. Direct fuel injection by German Bosch system. 
Dry sump lubrication with full-flow oil filter. Two spark 
plugs per cylinder, with Bosch twin-magneto ignition. 
Pressure cooling system with thermostat, but no fan. 


DRIVE LINE- Power taken from gear in center of crank- 
shaft: ratio 1.0606:1. Single-plate dry clutch in unit 
with engine. Two-piece hollow driveshaft. Five-speed 
and reverse (all indirect) transmission behind rear axle, 
with Porsche servo-ring synchromesh on top four gears. 
Alternate gear ratios available. ZF limited-slip differen- 
tial with various ring, pinion, and transfer gear ratios. 
Gear ratio combinations selected to suit particular race 
circuit. 


TEST RATIOS (Overall gear ratios used in Motor Trend 
tests): Road use and acceleration tests: Ist, 12.4:1; 2nd, 
8:00:1; 3rd, 6.53:1; 4th, 4.89:1; 5th 3.81:1. Top speed 
runs: Ist, 8.62:1; 2nd, 6.95:1; 3rd, 5.77:1; 4th, 4.32:1; 
5th, 3.48:1. 


CHASSIS AND SUSPENSION: Welded tubular space frame. 
Independent front suspension by double A-frames, torsion 
bar springing, and anti-roll bar. Independent rear sus- 
pension by low-pivot swing axle, longitudinal wheel lo- 
cation by Watt linkages, torsion bar springing. Fichtel 
and Sachs telescopic shock absorbers on all wheels, 
finned on rear only. Inboard hydraulic brakes, radially 
finned and shrouded aluminum drums, parallel-moving 
non-servo-acting shoes. Servo boost pump driven off 
transmission. Total brake lining area: 294.5 square 
inches. Mechanical hand brake on rear wheels. Fuel 
tank in rear with 40 to 54 gallon capacity. Knock-off 
wire wheels. 


TIRES: Front, 6.00x16; rear, 7.00x16. 


DIMENSIONS: Wheelbase, 93.3 inches; front tread, 52.3 
inches; rear tread, 54.3 inches; length, 171.25 inches; 
width, 68.9 inches; height, 43.5 inches; ground clearance 
at lowest point, 6.2 inches. 


STEFRING: Curb-to-curb turning circle, 39.25 feet (left) 
and 38.75 feet (right). 


WEIGHT: Dry and in racing trim, 1965 pounds (53% 
front, 47% rear); dry and as tested with spare wheels 
and other road equipment, 2176 pounds (48% front, 
52% rear); with gas, oil and water, 2457 pounds (44% 
front, 56% rear); as tested with crew of two and test 
instruments, 2787 pounds (40% front, 60% rear). 




































»> Jim Whipple— CAR LIFE 


“TEN YEARS AHEAD OF ITS TIME” 

“Your first look at the CITROEN DS 19 tells 
you that it’s different... the sloping nose, under- 
slung air intake, long low body and narrow pil- 
lars, all these things give the DS 19 a mar! 
resemblance to the sketches of dream cars.” 





» Pete Molson — MOTOR TREND 
“LEFT BABBLING IN WONDERMENT” 


“Hunt up the worst road available...and you 
can hurl CITROEN over it with only occasional 
light thumps from the underpinnings. Three 
consecutive carfulls of our own passengers were 
left incoherently babbling in wonderment. So 
what is there to say? It has to be experienced.” 





>> John R. Bond — ROAD & TRACK 
“DRIVES BOLDLY OFF THE BEATEN PATH 


AND NEVER FEELS THE BUMPS” “On every 


kind of surface traversible by four wheels the 
‘hydropneumatic’ suspension fulfills its design- 
ers’ claims by absorbing shock and maintaining 
ability to degree never before achieved. 


>> ROAD TEST REPORTS 


from the EXPERTS on the 
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the new CIT. 'ROEN 











The DS-19, distinctively French WD 
...Unmistakably CITROEN, 
combines chic Parisienne elegance with the 


road-hugging power of a Monte Carlo Winner. 
FREE! Send For Complete ROAD TEST Reports! 


























FOR CITROEN DEALER NEAREST YOU, WRITE THE DIRECT FACTORY BRANCH: 


CITROEN CARS CORPORATION 


300 PARK AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y., ELDORADO 5-2872 
8423 WILSHIRE BLVD., BEVERLY HILLS, CALIFORNIA, OLIVE 3-4745 





THE CITROEN DS 19 IS THE ONLY CAR, COMBINING AS STANDARD EQUIPMENT ALL 
THESE EXCLUSIVE FEATURES: FRONT-WHEEL DRIVE—MONOSHELL BODY * NEW DS 19 
OHV ENGINE WITH DUAL THROAT CARBURETOR © POWER DISC-BRAKES ¢ INDEPENDENT 
FRONT AND REAR BRAKES q CENTRAL HYDRAULIC SYSTEM WITH AUTOMATIC CLUTCH 
AND AUTOMATIC GEAR-SHIFT ® CITRO-SAFE® “NO SPOKE” STEERING WHEEL © SAFETY 
DASHBOARD @ EXCLUSIVE CENTRAL FIXATION OF THE WHEELS © LOWEST CENTER OF 


GRAVITY © UNIQUE CITMATIC® AIR-OIL SUSPENSION,.,.THE ONLY SUSPENSION 


THAT ACTUALLY FLOATS YOU ON AIR OVER THE ROAD! 
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IN Cleveland, Ohio 
UNITED HOME & AUTO SUPPLY 
12524 St. Clair Ave. 
FEATURING 
HUSH-TONE MUFFLERS— DUALS — HEADERS 
CUSTOM EQUIPMENT 


Nyt 
















$7.95 to © Mail 
Ix 4% HUSH TONE - 
$9.65 cS. nse Orders 
Most Cars aes pthenay Se thet inspite Filled 





BEAUTIFUL TONE—NO NOISE 
UNCONDITIONALLY GUARANTEED 





MAIL ORDER ANYWHERE 


@ OHVS motors—adaptors—complete near new 
49-57 models. 


@ USED—NEAR NEW flathead and OHV speed 
equipment. 


@ CUSTOM MOTOR SWAPS in our Les Angeles 
shops—arranged by mail. 


FREE-cre" listing of power and speed parts 
—write your own needs when serious. 


SHELL MOTORS & AUTO PARTS 
11726 Wilshire Bivd., MT-4, P.O. Box 25455 
Les Angeles 25, Calif. Phone: GRanite 7-8283 


impone? SAFETY HELMETS! 


The famous “THREE SIXTY” 
Perlon—Approved Model $29°° 
#32—Popular with cyclists......... $14.95 
#36—Same as #32, but luxury trim $19.95 
(Order by hat size) 
H. C. BARNES CO. (U.S. Distributors) 
175 Morgan St., Rockford, Hil. 








SUPERCHARGE YOUR 
VOLKSWAGEN 





for BIG CAR PERFORMANCE 


Gives you 50% more horsepower, faster 
acceleration, more speed and better. con- 
trol. 


THOUSANDS IN SERVICE 


Mail coupon now for literature 








Paes see eee ee ee eee eeeeee288884 
q 

H Please send data on the Judson VW Super- 4 
8 charger Installation. mt. § 
t # 
IE EL EL RO ATT a 
t ' 
ee NET La ot ee eI TE. a 
1 ‘ 
. PE ee : 
§ JUDSON RESEARCH & MFG. CO. { 
CONSHOHOCKEN 4, PENNA. : 
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Rover mates automatic with overdrive and calls it 


Roverdrive 


FTER THE BIG FIVE, Rover is probably 
Britain's most successful automobile 
builder. Their main volume line is the Jeep- 
style Land Rover, but their beautifully fin- 
ished, soberly styled sedans are in steady 
demand among business and professional 
men who cannot quite aspire to a Rolls- 
Royce or a Bentley. They are just start- 
ing production of two new models, the 105-R 
and 105-S, with F heads like all Rovers (over- 
head intake and side exhaust valves). They 
were developed trom the 2638cc (164-cubic- 
inch) six-cylinder 90, but have 8.5 to 1 
compression, larger intake valves and twin 
SU carburetors. These modifications raise 
maximum power to 108 bhp at 4250 rpm, 
with a peak torque of 152 pounds-feet at 
2500 rpm. The 105-S has a straight four- 
speed synchromesh gearbox with stick shift, 
and automatically engaged Laycock-de Nor- 
manville overdrive. 
The 105-R, though, is the first British car 
to go into production with a fully automatic 
transmission of the maker's own design. 







There is currently a big switch to automatic 
drives in Britain, but the rest are of US. 
origin (Hydra-Matic built under license by 
Rolls-Royce on Rolls, Bentley, Armstrong- 
Siddeley Sapphire Six, and Austin Princess; 
Borg-Warner torque converter with lock-up 
clutch and three-speed planetary gearbox on 
B.M.C. and Ford sixes, Humber, Jaguar and 
Daimler). The Rover-built Roverdrive con- 
sists of a three-element torque converter, 
automatic clutch, two-speed-and-reverse syn- 
chromesh gearbox, and Laycock-de Norman- 
ville overdrive. The clutch is vacuum oper- 
ated with a solenoid control worked by a 
button on the knob of the selector lever. 
Driving is as simple as on any other two- 
pedal car. A short control lever projecting 
from the instrument panel gives three posi- 
tions: DRIVE, LOW and REVERSE. Move to 
DRIVE, start the engine, press the accelerator, 
and the car moves smoothly away. At any 
speed between about 30 and 70 mph (de- 
pending on throttle opening) the automatic 
overdrive takes over, and drive is then direct 


CUT-AWAY VIEW shows interesting 
combination of three-element 

torque converter, automatic clutch, 
and gearbox with overdrive. 




















through converter and gearbox, but speeded 
up in the overdrive. A kick-down switch on 
the throttle allows direct drive to be regained 
for extra acceleration or hill climbing. Nor- 
mally the transmission reverts to direct drive 
when road speed drops to 25 mph, but a link 
between throttle and control relay prevents 
downshifting with a closed throttle, so as to 
prevent a jerk in the transmission. 

I had short test runs in both the 105-R 
and the 105-S. The automatic transmission 
works very smoothly, and it was a minute 
or two before I could detect when overdrive 
engaged or disengaged, although I was de- 
liberately trying to cut it in and out. The 


converter takes up the drive without fuss, 
and with the throttle full open there is a 
respectable flow of power right up to 70, 
before overdrive comes in. With 150 pounds- 





feet of torque in a car with a curb weight 
of 3280 pounds (a combination roughly 
equal to that in the late unlamented Nash 
Statesman Six), the Rover is not going to 
win prizes in the Traffic Light Grand Prix, 
but it gives all the performance the average 
driver uses in many countries of the world. 
There was no time for a full check of per- 
formance, but I hear factory testers have been 
getting 0 to 30 mph in 8.4 seconds, 0 to 50 
in 17 and 0 to 60 in 23; 50-70 mph is 
spanned in 13 seconds and maximum speed 
seems to be around 95 mph, so the car should 
be a useful performer on the open road. 

Fuel consumption at 50 mph is said 1 
be about 21.7 per U.S. gallon. Low gear is 
easy to engage at speeds under 45 mph: just 
press the button on the knob to release the 
clutch, move the lever, and let go, when 
the clutch re-engages smoothly. Low does 
give some advantage in initial acceleration, 
but the intention is that it be used for climb- 
ing severe grades, or to augment engine brak- 
ing on long descents. 

The converter elements are 
castings inside a steel casing, with external 
sheet-metal cooling blades which create forced 
cooling over converter and clutch. The trans- 
mission is lubricated by engine oil. 

Advantages of the transmission are low 
tooling costs, simplicity, and ease of servicing 
without specialized knowledge or equipment. 

Of course, those who want Rover's maxi- 
mum performance and don’t mind shifting 
gears will buy the 105-S, which unofficial 
tests credit with 0-30 in 4.7 seconds, 0-50 
in 11.5, 0-60 in 15. In top gear it goes from 
50 to 70 in around 11.7, and the factory 
claims a maximum of 100 mph. Fuel con- 
sumption at 50 mph in overdrive is quoted 
as 26.2 mpg. —Gordon Wilkins 


aluminum 





ALL SIZES 
f.o.b. our factory 


295” 


Price includes trimming, crating, and Fed- 
eral Excise Tax. (All prices and specs. 
subject to change without notice.) 


P.O. Box 357 
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DEALERS: A few exclusive dealerships still available. 


DEVIN ENTERPRISES 


al iN ‘i 








FIBERGLAS SPORTSCAR 
BODY by Devin 


Custom-made to fit CROSLEYS, TR-3's, 
AUSTIN-HEALEYS, CHEVY V-8 SPECIALS, 
and many other sportscar chassis. 











The new Devin Fiberglas sportscar bodies 
are now available in eight distinct sizes: 
from 40” to 52” tread, 82” to 94” wheel- 
base. All Fiberglas bodies are delivered 
ready for painting, but require light sand- 
ing to remove high gloss. Optional ac- 
cessories include right or left hand head- 
rest, reinforced hood and hood opening, 
deck and deck opening, cockpit liner with 
integral bucket seats, dash, door liners, 
windshield moulding, and removable 
right hand instrument hood. 
























Write today on your letterhead. 





Fontana, California 
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SPECI Bee ELECTRIC FUEL PUMP 


or settle for second best 


There’s no getting around it. There is no 
substitute for the finest—and when it comes 
to automobile fuel pumps, the finest is the 
Bendix* Electric Fuel Pump. Sports car fans 
across the nation (and throughout the 
world) are finding that out in ever-increas- 
ing numbers. The fact is that the man who 
wants average performance from his car 
doesn’t really need a Bendix Electric Fuel 


ECLIPSE cision 


ELMIRA 


Pump. Without it, his car will get him to 
work in the morning and back home at 
night. But the fellow who wants a car to be 
something special—who never stops search- 
ing for perfection—is the one who gets 
excited about the kind of performance the 
Bendix Electric Fuel Pump delivers. See if 
you don’t agree. (Send for illustrated folder.) 

*REG. U.S. PAT. OFF. 


NEW 
YORK . 


AVIATION CORPORATION 





SPECIAL! 


FOR A LIMITED TIME 
ONLY $1.98. This new 
12” H.F. sampler offers 
20 tunes, more than 45 
minutes of solid music. 


You'll hear CHET BAKER, GERRY 
MULLIGAN, CHICO HAMILTON, 
BUD SHANK, LAURINDO ALMEIDA, 


SHORTY ROGERS, 

BILL PERKINS, 

JOHN LEWIS 

and many 
more. 


Send cash 
or money 





to 





Calif 
residents add 4 
sales tax 












a Box 46022, Dept. MT-4 
sb aa HOLLYWOOD 46, CALIF. 
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VOLKSWAGEN OWNERS 
vv HANDBOOK 





144 pages 
over 
150 illustrations 


Here is a brand new book every VW owner and 
— owner will want. Written by Clymer 
ical Editor, Hank Elfrink _ has 
cocontly eed Evrope and ‘attended the VW me- 
chanics school, this book gives full eteils on 
care and servicing of the VW, in nontechnical lan- 
guage. A MUST for the VW owner and enthusiast. 
RSE eee $2. 


OTHER “CLYMER: BOOKS 


1956 INDIANAPOLIS YEARBOOK................. 
FORD OWNER’S HANDBOOK... 
CHEVROLET OWNER’S HANDBOOK... 
PLYMOUTH OWNER’S HANDBOOK.............. 
THE SPORTS CAR ENGINE... 
THE MODERN CHASSIS... eee 
RACING WITH MERCEDES-BENZ... 
GERMAN RACING CARS &. DRIVERS. 
SPEED—HOW TO OBTAIN | 
SPEED FROM THE smoats cai: 
FORD SPEED MAN _) SRS: 
Hfow'to w SPEED MMANUAL 1S 82 





HOW TO HOP UP CHEVROLET & G.M 

HOW TO HOP UP FORD & MERCURY v. 8's. 
SOUPING THE STOCK ENGINE...... 
RACING SPORTS CARS AND HOT RODS... 
BICYCLE OWNER’S HANDBOOK. ee 
WORLD’S FAMOUS RACING AIRCRAFT........ 
NATIONAL AIR RACE SKETCHBOOK.......... 
[| SCRAPBOOK NO. 8 (OLD CARS)... 
MODEL ‘’T’ FORD SCRAPBOOK 
AROUND THE WORLD WITH MOTORCYCLE 
& CAMERA 2. 


CATALOG ON 100 AUTO BOOKS—FREE! 
Floyd Clymer ep. mr 


1268 South Alvarado, Los Angeles 6, Calif. 
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IN Davenport, lowa 


AUTO 
VISIT STR UM SUPPLY 
413 West 3rd St. 
FEATURING 
HUSH-TONE MUFFLERS DUALS — HEADERS 
CUSTOM EQUIPMENT 
-* a 


i$ i ; 
“lesa HUSH TONE - were 
watts Orders 


a re 
GLASS vate “MUFFLER , 
ay tyne famroca Filled 






$7.95 to 
$9.65 
Most Cars 


BEAUTIFUL TONE~NO NOISE 
UNCONDITIONALLY GUARANTEED 


















AUTO-SHOCKO 
Have some REAL FUN with your 
car. With AUTO-SHOCKO you 
can give anyone who touches 
the outside surface of your car 

a HARMLESS, but VERY EFFEC- 
Pat. tiv — shock. When the AUTO- 
Pend. SHOCKO switch, is on, ithe en- 
tire’ outer surface of the car becomes charged. You can 
= charge your buddy’s car by touching your bumper 
to his. Then he won’t be able to get into his car until 
ou tusn off your switch. Can also be left on while car 

s parked to keep vandals from scratching or dama ~ 
or CA hg not run down your battery. AUTO-SH 
e@ best FUN MAKER you will ever am 
jvaltsnie. for 6 6 or 12 volt systems (please specify). Easily 
installed in a few minutes. Sent complete with ~ 
SHOCKO nit, wire, switch, etc. Price $9.95 postpa’ 
. = plus postage—$1.00 cogent required on Cbd. 
sabes Inquiries Invited 
MANUFACTURING CO. 


Dept. MT, —— is aaaes St., Lawrence, Mass. 
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JAGUAR ZXE-3S3 


... Sinks its teeth into the performance problem 
and chews up the competition with ease 


HEN COMPLAINTS from Jaguar 

owners began rolling in, to the effect 
that not only Corvettes and Thunderbirds 
but almost any stock car could out accelerate 
an XK-120 or XK-140, the U.S. Jaguar 
representatives decided that something must 
be done. Many letters to England finally paid 
off in this very hot, $5600 XK-SS sports 
roadster. The model will be produced in 
fairly large quantity and will supplement but 
not supplant the models now being pro- 
duced by Jaguar Cars, Ltd. 

Conforming to SCCA series production 
regulations, the XK-SS is certain to take home 
more than its share of trophies. Not only is 
the car built with the same general frame and 
body design as the D-Jag, it also features 


Dunlop four-wheel disc brakes and develops 
262 horsepower from the six-cylinder, twin- 
overhead-camshaft, XK-series engine. 

The more important dimensions are: 
wheelbase, 90 inches; tread, 50 inch =: over- 
all length, 154 inches; overall width, 65 
inches; height at base of windshield, 32 
inches. With a dry weight of only 1940 
pounds, it is probable that the weight co 
horsepower ratio, with fuel, oil, and water 
aboard, will be less than 8.5 to 1. Acceleration 
should be fantastically good and top speed 
is expected to be over 170 mph. Suspension 
is by torsion bars both front and rear, though 
it is independent only at the front. The rear 
bars are transverse. 

—Paul Sorber and Gordon Wilkins 





LITHE, CAT-LIKE lines of the XK-SS betray the power of this compact package. The 
side windows are removable, doors open downward, top stows neatly. 


LIGHT, STRONG, and beautifully streamlined, this car foretells the 
shape of future sports cars. All but a few will be sold to U.S. buyers. 
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OR YEARS we have known that sulphur 

and other impurities are found in even 
the best grades of regular and high-test 
gas@line. When the fuel is burned, tiny 
amounts of this sulphur and impurities are 
left behind to “blow-by” even the best and 
newest of piston rings into the engine oil. 
What happens next? 

Some water moisture is always present in 
your crankcase oil. It combines with the sul- 
phur and other trace impurities to form 
sulphuric acids, in measurable quantities. 
And then? 

Attacking cylinder walls, pistons and 
bearings, these acids—if left to accumulate 
in your engine oil—wear away the close tol- 
erances originally built into finely machined 
engine parts. No engine ever made—not 
even the finest—can hope to escape the loss 
of power and compression that follows. Your 
own car, if over 6 months old, may already 
show the symptoms of this acid-caused dam- 
age in increased filter sludge and carbon 
sludge on piston crowns. 

If so, here is how you can prevent it! 


MAGNA-POWER STOPS 
ACID WEAR 


With test results to show that an alkaline 
agent would neutralize the acids and inhibit 
sludge and carbon tormation, the Johns Manu- 
facturing Co. has prepared a special mag- 
nesium alloy drain plug called Magna-Power. 
Tests conducted by the Canadian National 
Research Council (Canada’s Bureau of Stand- 
ards) and the Southern Analytical Labora- 
tory in Jacksonville, Fla., have found that this 
magnesium alloy (1) effectively neutralizes 
corrosive engine acids, (2) greatly inhibits 
the formation of sludges, gums and resins and 
(3) destroys catalysts that cause oil break- 


( Advertisement ) 


down products which foul spark plugs and 
cause preignition and internal shorting. 
Further experiments showed that by attach- 
ing a powerful Alnico magnet to the plug 
many iron and steel filings in the drain pan 
could be removed. 





( unretouched ) 


Filter and oil sample (left) from a car 
using a Magna-Power plug show less sludge 
and contaminants—both oil and filter are still 
clean. Filter and oil sample (right) from car 
without Magna-Power show normal heavy de- 
posits at same mileage. 





(unretouched ) 


Heavy carbon deposits are actually “baked” 
on the piston crown (right). Formation of 
carbon on piston (left) shows remarkable 
difference when resins are inhibited by Mag- 
na-Power. Build-up of carbon causes loss of 
power and increases oil. 


Remarkable results are being reported from all 
sections of the country—continued new-car perform- 
ance for 50,000 miles or more. 


KEEP YOUR ENGINE 
YOUNG & POWERFUL 





HERE ARE THE BENEFITS 


With reduced acid wear and sludge forma- 
tion, you get increased power for quicker 
starting and faster pick-ups. Elimination of 
many harmful spark plug deposits mean 
smoother driving, longer spark plug life. Less 
sludge also means (according to the Canadian 
Research Council) that oil can be used well 
over 3,000 miles and filter life is often 
doubled. 

Road tests also show that wear on pistons, 
rings, valves and other parts can be reduced 
BY AS MUCH AS 80%. This means a car 
may be driven well over 100,000 miles with- 
out an overhaul. Meanwhile the powerful 
magnet draws iron and steel filings out of the 
oil system. 


Turn the page 

for some of the 

most significant and 
amazing endorsements 


ever accorded to any 


product made for cars. 
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LOWER MAINTENANCE COSTS 


“I must write you about my Magna Power on my Packard 
Taxicab. I installed it when the car had 27,000 miles on it 
and the car now has 105,000 miles and is still going fine, runs 
very smooth and is not hard on oil yet. My spark plugs have 
over 60,000 miles on them and look good for that much 
more. My car has no work on it in all that time. I change oil 
every 8,000 miles and sometimes more.” 

L. W. 

Tomahawk, Wisconsin 


“After I put one of these on my former car a 1950 Studebaker 
Commander, I never touched the motor or even removed the 
head; and when I turned the car in (it had about 42,000 miles 
on it) I was getting a top speed of ten miles more per hour 
than I had been able to obtain before installation of your 
neutralizer. I would not operate a car without it.” 

E. G. F. 

Erie, Pennsylvania 


LONGER ENGINE LIFE 


“Please rush me a Magna Power Plug for my new Nash 
Rambler, I had one in my Hudson and also my Plymouth and 
they are both running and in perfect shape. The Hudson has 
90,000 miles or more and the Plymouth has 65,000, neither 


one has had the head off.” 
©. A. 3. 


Jefferson City, Mo. 


“Enclosed is a money order for a Magna-Power plug for my 
1956 Ford. I used one of your plugs in my 1955 Ford 6. I 
put 90,340 miles on the car, and the motor was as good as 


new when I traded it off.” 
J. A. W. 
Terre Haute, Indiana 


“May 7, 1953 you mailed me an Acid Neutralizer drain plug 
for my 1940 Dodge motor. This car was completely over- 
hauled at 68,000 miles at which time the Magna-Power was 
installed; it was driven 70,000 miles after that and was using 
very little oil and had loads of power when traded in. It is 


still being driven at this time.” 
J.H.R. 


Pomona, Califofnia 


LESS OIL USAGE 


“I have used Magna-Power drain plugs for over a year. I think 
they are the greatest. I used one in my old car—a 1953 Nash 
Ambassador, before I installed it the car used one quart of oil 
in 700 to 800 miles (50¢ H.D. oil). After installing, my wife 
and I made a trip from Denver, Colorado to Fort Bragg, N. C. 
Round trip plus lots of hard, fast driving, the car got between 
20 to 22 miles to the gallon, and only used 11% quarts of oil 
in better than 5,000 miles. I would like to put in an order for 
one for my new car, a 1955 Nash Ambassador V8. Please send 
one as soon as possible, because I hate to drive my car without 


one.’ 
W.$.0 


Denver, Colorado 


“I bought a 1953 Studebaker for which I bought a Magna- 
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(Advertisement) 


WHAT USERS SAY: 


Power plug. I traded it in January 28, 1956 on a new Chevro- 
let Station Wagon. I drove the 1953 Studebaker 47,000 miles 
in 26 months and I still got 3,000 miles to a quart of oil. 
I changed oil at that time. I took a trip to Topeka, Kansas last 
September and I didn’t change oil until I returned to L.A., ap- 
proximately 5,000 miles. I used one quart on the trip. I am 
very pleased that I bought the Magna-Power plug. I believe 
it did wonders. I'd like one now for my Chevrolet V8 Station 
Wagon 1956.” 

M. H. B. 

Los Angeles, Calif. 


SPARK PLUGS LAST LONGER 


“I am sending for my Magna-Power to put on our new car. 
We used our Magna-Power on our 1952 Oldsmobile and 
never had the spark plugs out after we put the Magna-Power 
plug in, almost 30,000 miles. When we traded it off, we were 
adding a quart of oil in about 3,000 miles.” 
C. 2R..D. 
Boise, Idaho 
“Put a Magna-Power plug in a 1950 Ford 6 with 50,000 miles 
on it. Installed a new set of plugs and points. At 90,000 miles 
I examined the piugs and I couldn't believe it. They looked 
like new. Hope you have a Magna-Power plug for my 
MG-TD.” 
K;.B..C. 
Jacksonville, . Fla. 


TRADE-IN VALUE HIGHER 


“I have just traded my 1954 Ford for a 1957 model and am 
not wasting any time in ordering my Magna-Power plug. My 
car had 70,000 miles registered when I traded and can truth- 
fully say I did not at any time burn any oil due to the Magna- 
Power oil plug and radiator insert. My car being above average 
in appearance and mechanically perfect brought me more than 
the book value. It was sold the same day for above the book 
value.” 

A. R. 

New Rochelle, N. Y. 


“Please send me a Magna-Power for a 1956 Mercury Monix- 
clair. Bought one a couple of years ago for a 1954 Mercury 
and I really got top trade in because the 54 ran so smooth.” 
R. A. P. 
Edmond, Oklahoma 


“Enclosed you will find my order for an acid neutralizer for 
my 1956 Ford. I used a Magna-Power neutralizer in my 1954 
Ford which I drove 70,000 miles. I used only two sets of spark 
plugs during this mileage and after the plugs were cleaned 
during my periodic tune-ups, they tested almost as good as 
new. My gasoline mileage remained constantly good and the 
compression after 70,000 miles still checked out to new car 
specifications. The exceptionally good running condition of my 
car enabled me to get an unusually good trade-in price towards 
my 1956 car and the dealer sold my 1954 car within 24 hours 
after taking it in trade. I have been very enthusiastic in recom- 
mending your product to my friends and I certainly want to 


protect my new car with a Magna-Plug.” 
ay Wet 


Attleboro, Mass. 
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PERFORMANCE DATA FROM MAGNA-POWER USERS 


‘55 Volkswagen 
Total engine miles 24,000 
Total with Magna-Power 23,900 
Spark plug life 24,000 


User Comments: “Since installing your 
plug my spark plug set is still functioning 
well at 24,000 miles. 8,000 to 10,000 
miles was my previous experience.” 


3 oe. 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


‘53 Plymouth 
Total engine miles 22,400 
Total with Magna-Power 14,000 
Spark plug life 16,000 


User Comments: “My mechanic is amazed 
that there is no grit on the dipstick when- 
ever he checks the oil. I never change 
my oil except seasonally and even then it’s 
not necessary. The spark plug mileage 
speaks for itself. The best investment I 
ever made.” 


M. F. 

Brooklyn, N. Y. 
‘52 Buick 
Total engine miles 48,000 
Total with Magna-Power 48,000 
Spark plug life 35,000 


User Comments: “Changed plugs at 35,- 
000 miles but doubt they needed it then. 
Still running with as much power as ever 
and not burning any extra oil.” 


H. J. A. 
Modesto, Calif. 


‘53 Chevrolet 
Total engine miles 46,924 
Total with Magna-Power 21,924 
Spark plug life 16,294 


User Comments: “I still have the Chevro- 
let for which I bought the first Magna- 
Power. Believe it or not I get between 
17 and 18 miles per gallon in the city 
and I still have the pickup that the car 
had when it was new. I have become one 
of your stanch boosters.” 

me F.C. 

Tampa, Florida 


‘53 Porsche America 


Total engine miles 24,395 
Total with Magna-Power 19,340 
Spark plug life 18,000 


User Comments: 
before using Magna-Power, especially 
fouled plugs. Haven’t had to take the plugs 
out in 18,000 miles. Engine runs like a 
clock.” 

E. C. D. 

Mount Dora, Florida 


“Had frequent tune-ups . 


‘55 Ford Fairlane 


Total engine miles 55,000 
Total with Magna-Power 45,000 
Spark plug life 5,000 


User Comments: “After 55,000 miles I 
got 4,000-plus miles per quart of oil under 
any driving conditions. We're sold!” 
SS... 


Toms River, N. J. 


‘54 Ford Country Sedan 
Total engine miles 61,467 
Total with Magna-Power 50,000 
Spark plug life 40,000 


User Comments: “Plugs installed at 20,- 
000 miles and they are still going with 
two cleanings. As a result of the excellent 
way my car performed I got a top trade- 
in value on my new car—about $300 over 
average for the model year.” 


G. S. McE. 

Decatur, Illinois 
‘53 Ford 
Total engine miles 67,700 
Total with Magna-Power 52,000 
Spark plug life 8,000 


User Comments: “I was using 1 quart of 
oil to 900 miles. After installing Magna 
plug, oil mileage went up to 2,000. Motor 
was operating perfectly at 67,700.” 

H. A. 

E. Boundbrook, N. J. 


YOU’LL WANT THESE 
BENEFITS FOR YOUR 
OWN CAR 


If Magna-Power can increase your car's 
useful life, maintain it’s like-new perform- 
ance and cut your costs of operation to a new 
low—isn’t it worth the trial? We make no 
claims that are not substantiated by the success- 
tul experience of hundreds and thousands of 
car owners who have become satisfied users 
and endorsers of Magna-Power over the last 
few years. 


WHY MAGNA-POWER IS 
NOT ORIGINAL EQUIPMENT 


» A new car, or one that has been rebuilt, 
should go through a break-in period. During 
the auto’s first 1,000 miles rings are seated 
and the new engine, through a small amount 
of necessary wear, “loosens up” for maximum 
efficiency. The time to install Magna-Power 
in a new car is at the end of the break-in 
period when you change oil. 





‘54 Ford 
Total engine miles 68,490 
Total with Magna-Power 63,490 
Spark plug life 23,000 


User Comments: “Your plug looks very 
good. Still getting almost 2,000 miles be- 
fore adding a quart of oil. Points have 
been good for about 23,000 miles.” 


J. H.S. 
East Hartford, Conn. 


‘53 Studebaker 


Total engine miles 55,000 
Total with Magna-Power 28,000 
Spark plug life 28,000 


User Comments: “Installed Magna-Power 
at 27,000 miles. Traded car at 55,000 
miles with same spark plugs. When plug 
installed, car used 1 quart of oil in 2,000 
miles. When traded, it used less.” 


F. H. 
Cookeville, Tenn. 


‘52 Plymouth 
Total engine miles 43,720 
Total with Magna-Power 23,000 
Spark plug life 23,000 


User Comments: “I installed Magna-Power 
and new plugs at 19,000—never had 
plugs cleaned or gapped—sold car at 
43,720 miles—had extreme pep and pow- 
er—changed oil at 2,500 usually about 
1 pint low—was averaging on road about 
17.4 mpg—it’s well worth the invest- 
ment.” 

W. F. D. 

Martinsville, Va. 


30-DAY FREE TRIAL— 
SEND NO MONEY 


Fill out the coupon and mail it to us today! 
Try the Magna Power for 30 days at our 
expense—we know from our thousands of 
satisfied users that you too will find it safe 
and effective. 

Canadian orders filled from Toronto—no 
duty, no red tape . . . $4.95 each, (Canadian ~ 
funds) tax incl. Send Canadian checks, money 
orders or cash. Available for all European and 
U.S. cars, trucks, buses, etc. Indicate year and 
make with all orders. 


poccrc rrr ee ee 


1 (Use Margin If Needed) 


| MAGNA-POWER CORP., Dept. M-4-57 
| Middlesex, N. J. 


{ Ee) mcr hee epee ee (make) .......... ( year) 

| Send me a Magna Power for my car on your 30- 

4 47 FREE TRIAL. If I like Magna-Power, I will 
promptly send $4.95 (plus 25¢ postage and han- 

| dling). Otherwise I will return Magna- Power and 

gowe you nothing! 

| SAVE—Send $4.95 with order and we pay 
postage—handling—Money back guarantee. 


Scary, Sobek: scan 28 eee 2 
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TECHNICIANS NEEDED! 


BIG PAY!—GOOD FUTURE! 


CD DIESEL (C2 ELECTRONICS 
aan AUTO () AUTOMATION 


WEVER BEFORE has the opportunity bese 80 0 good 
for the properly trained mechanic 
cian to step into BIG PAY POSITIONS ith 
sound os advancement and future security virtually 
assured 


YOUR SUCCESS degende on the quality of train- 
you receive...and the reputation of the 
you attend. 
YOUR GUARANTEE we are giving the best in 
mechanical and technical training is Fe by 
the fact... we have a waiting list o y 
positions for our graduates, with ONG com- 
panies throughout the United Sta 
RESIDENT SHOP TRAINING is easier on costs less 
than you may think! We provide you with 
housing and t-time jobs while in school, 
plus free nation-wide placement service for 
gradua 
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Acclaimed by thousands of 
stock, hot rod and custom enthu- 
Complete with siasts as the welder of 1001 uses. 


Lac pp Easily operated from properly wired 


sories . . te 110 volt AC or DC line. The ideal 
handle all metal- gift with a life-long use. . . . Order 
craft work. today on 10-day money back guarantee. 


Literature on larger equipment on request 
FOUR-WAY WELDER COMPANY 
1810 South Federal St., Chicago 16, Ill. Dept. F27-D 





~~ Men: Get Into ) 


$f AUTO MECHANICS & DIESEL 


Good jobs, high pay, security are 
yours as ‘a qualified pies Ah mechanic. Train 
NOW in the big famous Shops at National 
Schools in Los Angeles. Over 50 yeurs experi- 
ence, since 1905, in successfully training am- 
bitious men. “tere you work on ALL ENGINES. 
You master fuel injection, motor tune-up, gen- 
eral mechanics, automatic transmissions, all 
power equipment, in shortest possible time. 
Most complete, up-to-date equipment offered by 
any school. Expert, friendly instructors and 





















engineers. Help in finding home near school. 

Part time job while in training. Mail coupon 

NOW, TODAY, for all the facts. 

we t... a 
@ Nation Schools Dept. DXW-47 t 


§ 4000 So. Figueroa Los Angeles 37, Calif.8 
g Send Free Auto-Diesel Opportunity Book Today. a 
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IN Birmingham, Alabama 


ROCCO& CHEATERS 


316 First Ave. N. 
FEATURING 


HUSH-TONE MUFFLERS— DUALS — HEADERS 


CUSTOM EQUIPMENT 
$7.95 t se" eee Mail 
“> HUSH TONE - x 
$9.65 LDA, Sy. ee iy Orders 
GLASS PACK MUFFLER Filled 





Most Cars 


BEAUTIFUL TONE~NO NOISE 
UNCONDITIONALLY GUARANTEED 

















by John Booth 
Q. I WOULD LIKE TO INCREASE 
the performance of my ’55 Ford but don’t 
know what modifications would give me 
the best results for my money. 

Some have advised me to supercharge 

the engine, while others recommend bor- 
ing out the cylinders and increasing com- 
pression. Other suggestions have included 
a new camshaft and ignition system or 
various combinations of these modifica- 
tions. At this point I am completely con- 
fused. What would you suggest? Vic Halli- 
son, Yonkers, N.Y. 
A. This is a typical question which, un- 
fortunately, is almost impossible to an- 
swer in its entirety without a complete 
analysis of the kind of performance de- 
sired, the amount of money to be spent 
and even more important, just what actu- 
ally produces this performance. 

Do you want blazing acceleration or 
high top speed? What about gas consump- 
tion? Do you want to use this car on city 
streets? Just how good a mechanic are 
you? Are your funds limited? 

If you are like most of us, you want 
all-around performance with reasonable 
fuel consumption at modest cost. This is 
a large order and one that will require 
certain concessions. 

Probably the easiest (and cheapest ) 
method is to supercharge. This requires 
a minimum of tools and experience pro- 
vided you purchase a unit that is engi- 
neered for your engine and has an instal- 
lation kit with complete instructions. 
There are several good blowers on the 
market and the costs are within reason. 

This type of modification will produce 
a definite improvement in all-around per- 
formance and at the same time, it is de- 
pendable and will not impose undue 
strain or wear on the engine itself. 

If you don’t like the idea of a blower, 
several other methods are open to you. Re- 
member—the more performance, the high- 
er the cost and the more complex the job. 

To modify your engine you will need 
to improve breathing, carburetion, timing, 
ignition, compression ratio and finally 
increase cubic-inch displacement. 

To begin with, for about $40 you can 
up your horsepower output about 17 per 
cent with a dual-carb manifold. This set- 
up will give more uniform fuel distribution 
to each cylinder, which reduces the tend- 
ency for some cylinders to starve while 
others flood. The resultant increase in 


efficiency produces better gas mileage. A- 


tip here would be to match up the intake 
ports in the block with your new mani- 
fold by grinding them with a rotary file. 
You should grind out any casting irregu- 
larities at the same time. 
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Exhaust ports and manifolds should 
receive the same treatment, or if your 
mechanical ability and equipment will al- 
low it, make up new tubing headers. 
These, of course, should lead to twin pipes 
which could have Fiberglas-packed mufflers 
designed for your engine. This will re- 
duce back pressure and add about nine 
more horsepower at top speed. It will also 
add about $30 to your modification cost. 

Your next power increase should come 
from higher compression. Thin copper 
head gaskets can be used for economy’s 
sake, but valve and piston clearance should 
be at least .025- and .040-inch, respec- 
tively. Milling the heads is more satis- 
factory (and expensive) than the copper 
gaskets but valve and piston clearance 
must be watched here, too. If you are 
loaded, a set of special aluminum high 
dome pistons are the best way of getting 
higher compression. You should try to 
get 9.5 to 1 or 10 to 1 ratio, which will 
add another 15 to 25 horsepower output 
to your engine. The cost? From about 
$10 if you use a thin gasket to around 
$100 if you go to special pistons. And use 
only high-octane fuel! 

Now—if you are really serious about 
performance you should consider a *4-race 
camshaft. It will raise and lower the 
valves faster and they will stay open long- 
er. The result? More fuel/air mixture 
with easier entry and exit. This tacks on 
about 20 more horses and will set you 
back about $40. You had also better be 
mechanically inclined. Cam _ installation 
requires major disassembly. 

While this modification is in process, 
you may consider adjustable alloy push- 
rods and heavy valve springs. You can 
eliminate a lot of “valve float” on the 
top end with this gimmick. Again, too, 
it will increase your cost but you will 
pick up about 400-600 rpm or about 15 
per cent more horsepower. 

If you go this far, install a high-output 
ignition coil and dual points. While these 
won't increase horsepower within them- 
selves, they allow you to take full ad- 
vantage of your other modifications by 
providing a sure, hot spark throughout 
the whole rpm range. With higher com- 
pression, be sure to check the plugs for 
proper heat range and gap. You will 
usually find a slight reduction in gap will 
improve performance. Your ignition setup 
will cost somewhere around $45. 

Naturally, due to limited space we have 
only been able to touch on the subject 
of increased performance, and we would 
suggest you do your modifications one at 
a time. Try dual carbs, then headers and 
exhaust. Next increase compression, then 
add camshaft and lifters, and so on until 
you reach a stage of satisfactory perform- 
ance. When you have completed these 
basic improvements you can then decide 
on your next steps. What are they? In- 
creased cubic-inch displacement, gear 
ratio, tires, transmission, suspension, fuels 
—and you carry on from there. 
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Petersen Automotive Readers are... 
brand conscious! 


80.1% of all Petersen Automotive 


Group readers specify a particular 
brand when they buy motor oil. 


79.1% do the same with spark plugs. 











The “brand specification average’”’ 
for all automotive products 
purchased by P.A.G. readers is 
unusually high—60%! 





THE PETERSEN AUTOMOTIVE GROUP—1,112,278 ABC Circulation* 
World’s Largest Automotive Consumer Readership (*Last siz months, 1956) 


PETERSEN PUBLISHING COMPANY - 5959 Hollywood Blvd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. - HOllywood 2-3261 
DETROIT OFFiceE: 1514 Book Bldg., Detroit 26 - WOodward 3-8660 
NEW YORK OFFicE: 550 Fifth Avenue, New York 36 - CIréle 6-1365 
MIDWEST OFFicE: 360 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago 1 - ANdover 3-6929 
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BIG PAY JOBS 


for men who qualify seen 


DIESELS 





TRAIN NOW FOR A DIESEL FUTURE 

Steady, high-pay jobs await men qualified in Diesel, 
Tractor, and Heavy Equipment. Are you qualified 
for job and advancement opportunities in this fast- 
growing field? You can qualify! 


COMPLETE DIESEL COURSE NOW AVAILABLE 
If you are ambitious and want to get ahead in this 
big money field, you'll want to know about the 
complete Diesel home training course now offered 
by Interstate Training Service. Covers all phases 
of operation, repair, service. Easy to master in 
spare time. No interference with present job. Up- 
to-the-minute. Regularly revised to cover new de- 
velopments. We invite comparison of material 
offered. Advisory placement service for students. 


you OwE IT TO YOURSELF to investigate Inter- 

state Training 2 Diesel Training. Thousands agree it 
has helped them to better jobs...better pay. 

It can do the same for you! 

WRITE FOR FREE INFORMATION TODAY! 


INTERSTATE TRAINING SERVICE 


Dept. A-28, Portiand 13, Ore. 
Please see thot ! receive FREE 24-poge book, 
“Getting Ahead in Diesel.” 


NAME AGE 

















ADDRESS. 
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IN FORT WORTH, TEXAS 


VISIT AUTO 
ALL KRA GEN STORES 
FEATURING 


HUSH-TONE MUFFLERS — DUALS ~— HEADERS 
CUSTOM Saraeet 





$7.95 to ; 
$9.65 Jz 2m. HUSH TONE 


Most Cars “aoe Ys re Filled 


BEAUTIFUL TONE~NO NOISE 
UNCONDITIONALLY GUARANTEED 





















: Is your leather or plastic 
RAM upholstery faded or worn? 
CY ORISE RamCote restores the 

original color and texture 

| an on >, ae ie i 3 your car’s upholstery. 
ou can change color, 
F : NISHES too! Available in eleven 
estores — Colors standard colors and clear. 
Prone cts Leather Any shade obtainable by 
Leatherette and inter-mixing colors. Easily 
Vinyl Plastic applied, brush or spray. 





Won't chip or peel. Water- 
proof — fadeproof. Use on 
Luggage, Sports Equip- 
ment, Lounge Chairs, etc. 
See your local dealer or 
write for FREE informa- 
tion and color chart. 


RAMCOTE PRODUCTS 
1141 W. 69th St. 
21, Ill. Dept. MT 


MIN 
McBar Adaptor Housings 


MODEL ENGINE TO TRANSMISSION 
© CF-52—Cad and Olds to 52-54 Ford & Merc 
© CF-50—Cad and Olds to "49-51 Ford & Merc 
© CF-40—Cad and Olds to °32-48 Ford & Merc, Lincoln 

Ford pick-up and 1% ton truck 
-LF-52—Lincoln OHV to °52-54 Ford & Merc 
-LF-50—Lincoln OHV to °49-51 Ford & Merc 
-LF-40—Lincoln OHV to '32-48 Ford & Merc 
-40—’49-51 Linc. FH to °32-48 Ford-Merc-Linc., etc. 
® CRF-52—'51-53 Chrysler V8 to "52-53 Ford & Merc 
® CRF-50—’51-53 Chrysler V8 to "49-51 Ford & Merc 
© CRF-40—'51-53 Chrysler to "32-48 Ford & Merc 
© CSM—Cad & Olds to '53- oe Stude regen transmission 
© CSA—Cad & Olds to Stu t t 

FREE CATALOG-—CUSTOM INSTALLATION 
Inquiry — Proper clutch recommendations 
can 27 Shops, 

65 N. Miami St, , ind., Phone 5 

mime mmm 
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MOTORING 


This department is not composed of paid advertising. 
constitute an endorsement by MOTOR TREND. When 


T-BIRD TURTLE BACK luggage racks 
are preshaped to fit the deck. They are 
made of aluminum tubing. Installation is 
permanent with a new, patented fastener. 
Specify model year of car for correct size. 
Available nationally for $90. For your 
nearest dealer write to Coachcraft, Dept. B, 
9015 Santa Monica Blvd., Hollywood 

46, Calif. 


BENRUS STEERING WHEEL 
WATCH will let you know exactly how 
late you are to work at a glance. Normal 
rotation of the steering wheel keeps this 
self-winding clock ticking away. Added 
features are luminous hands and an 
unbreakable crystal. For further information, 
write to the Benrus Watch Company, 

50 W. 44th St., New York 36. 


UNPREDICTABLE SPRING DAYS 
bring “rolled-up windows” weather. Heavily 
breathing passengers steam up the windows, 
but the Riverbed Chemical Research Co., 
Cleveland 13, Ohio, claim they can clear 
this up. A sweep of the new Fog-Bond cloth 
will keep windows free from fog and 
condensation. A package of six cloths is 

39 cents. 


EMERGENCY COLORS of red and 
yellow blink from wherever you attach the 
Penna Life Saver signal light to your car 
with rubber suction cups. The light is 
plugged into the cigarette lighter outlet of 
any make of car. It does not drain the 
battery and is unbreakable, with a money- 
back guarantee. $3 postpaid from Home 
Products Co., 399 Main St., Metuchen, N. J. 


SEE-ALL PANORAMIC MIRROR 
claims to give maximum vision through 
the wrappingest-around rear windows, 

and with a finger flip it will eliminate 
annoyance from convoyers who won't dim 
their lights. It’s 14 inches across and clamps 
to any present inside mirror. The price is 
$2.98 postpaid through Sta-Dri Products, 
147-47 Sixth Ave., Whitestone 57, L.I., N. Y 
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ACCESSORIES 


Claims are those of the manufacturer, and do not 
ordering, include sales tax if required by your state. 

















SLEEVE JOB describes the “vest pocket 
overhaul kit” available for Renault 4-CV 
and Renault Dauphine engines. Pull out | 
the removable cylinder liners (a feature of 
all Renault engines), insert new cylinder 
liners and pistons (kit includes rings, wrist | 
pins and gaskets as well) for a complete 
overhaul. Complete kit: $52.95, f.o.b., 

John Green Corp., 6030 Wilshire 

Blvd., Los Angeles. 


FOOT’S EASE Gas-Pedal Cushion is a 
self-adhering foam material addition to 
driving comfort. It’s a special boon to 
women as it prevents heel scuffs, and to short 
people who have been straining to reach the 
accelerator. Two thicknesses: one-inch for 
short drivers costs $1 and one-half-inch 

for average drivers is 69 cents. Dept. 116, 
Utility Sales of America, 649 Lexington 
Ave., Brooklyn 21, N. Y. 


TIME, SPEED AND DISTANCE can 
be easily calculated by even the most amateur 
rallyist with the Stevens Rally Indicator. 
With the aid of the three arms, marked 
“T,” “E” and “M” and the scaled dial, 

a few moments of practice produces a 
professional rally reading with automatic 
odometer correction. $7.50 plus tax from 
the Stevens Engineering Co., 2421 Military 
Ave., Los Angeles 64. 


DON’T THROW IT TO THE WINDS! 
It’s messy and, in most states, illegal. This 
Litterbag fits under the dash and does not 
interfere with leg room. The rubberized 
interior is waterproof and easily cleaned. 
The universal mounting clip attaches 
without drilling holes. Two models, at 
$3.98, fit all cars. Satrom Co., Midland 
Bank Bldg., Minneapolis 1, Minn. | 


AGAIN A T-BIRD, this time protected 
from the elements. This waterproof tonneau 
cover comes with rust-proof chrome 
fasteners and will not crack or peel. It is 
also available for Corvettes and all sports 
cats. Available in black, tan, white, green 
or blue. Easily installed and the price is 
$34.95, plus tax. Tony Nancy Upholstering, 
13647 Ventura Blvd., Sherman Oaks, Calif. 








EXHAUST 
CUT-OUT 


Fits any exhaust 
Pipe, any car. 
Dash control kit 
is included. 


SEND $295 


Postocid 
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$4 FREE 


SURPRISE MONEY SAVER CATALOG 






SEND 25c FOR NEW 1957 SURPRISE MONEY 
SAVER CATALOG—THEN NEXT ISSUE FREE 


HONEST CHARLEY SPEED SHOP 


Box MT-1904, Chattanooga, Tenn. 














VOLKSWAGEN OWNERS!!! 





Price f.0.b. L.A. 50 
In Calif. add 4% sales tax. $1 3 9 
Install the spectacular German-made AM-FM 
ZIKADE AUTORADIO in your VW, PORSCHE, 
DKW, MERCEDES. IMPORTED AUTORADIO is 6 
voit, 5.5 watt outout, with regular broadcast 
aid ultra short wave. Modern push button 
controls or our new fully automatic tuning 
set at $189.50. 


JACK McAFEE MOTORS 


13323 Ventura Bivd., Sherman Oaks, Calif. ST 9-6351 














FORD—MERCURY 

and CHEVROLET 
E D M A N 1955-57 Models 
E DD E “ S Free Information 


See your dealer 
or write direct: 


HEDMAN MUFFLER & MFG. CO. 








11039-49 W. Washington Bivd., Culver City 8, Calif. 





STEAM FANS 


LATEST STEAM CAR TRENDS... 
featured in LIGHT STEAM POWER magazine 
only $3 per year .. . sample copy 50c Com- 
plete line of Books, Plans, Castings & Parts. 
STEAM DEVELOPMENTS 
Box 335 D, Staten Island 8, N.Y. 
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Locked Axle Performance 


. yet it Differentiates! 
e% 








Balanced Traction 
Differential 


e Maximum Traction at Both Rear Wheels 
e Eliminates Useless Wheel Spin 
e Increases Acceleration, Speed 
e Faster Cornering, Better Braking 
Interchange with stock differential case. 
Simple installation—T’ Bird, Corvette, Jag, 
Ford, Merc, Chev, Plym, Dodge, DeSoto, 
Chrys, Stude, Willys, Hudson, Kaiser, Frazer, 
F-100, others. Priced at $99.50 plus taxes. 
“Specials” also available. 
Write for Free Literature—state ratio, 
make, model, and year. 
LYETH ENGINEERING CO. 
P.O. Box 3841, Dept. M, Detroit 5, Mich. 
12859 E. Eight Mile Road 














IN Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 


vst CHELSEA ?asrs 


22-26 N. Cameron St. 
FEATURING 


HUSH-TONE MUFFLERS— DUALS — HEADERS 


CUSTOM EQUIPMENT 


~~? 
oF HUSH TONE oe 
ae. me. Orders! 


~ a 
GLASS PACK MUFFLE Filled 


BEAUTIFUL TONE—NO NOISE 
UNCONDITIONALLY GUARANTEED 


re! 
ENGLISH FORD PARTS 


@ We have the largest stock of parts for 
English-built Fords in the United States 
covering all models—Anglia, Prefect, 
Thames, Consul, Zephyr and Zodiac. 


@ Orders shipped same day received. 
Ask for part needed by year and make. 








@ Write, wire or phone John Fisher, 
WeEbster 3-5911 


HOLMES TUTTLE FORD 
7122 Beverly Bivd., Los Angeles 36, Calif. 











Make More Money in 


AUTO MECHANICS 


Learn at home in spore time. Low tuition ‘‘All-in- 
one’’ Shop Method course covers Overhaul, Soup- 
up, Tune-up, Fuel Injection—ALL OTHER PHASES!!! 
You get everything you need for success in 
America’s BIGGEST Industry. We also give you 
Motor Analyzing Set; Socket Wrench Set, and 
complete Tool Set. Write for Information. 
Send coupon TODAY for FREE BOOK & 
SAMPLE LESSON. NATIONAL SCHOOLS 



















js National Schools Dept. DW- 47 1 
i 4000 So. Figueroa Los Angeles 37, Calif. | 
Send Free Auto-Diesel Opportunity Book Today. 
| Name Age. ] 
] Addres. 1 
4 City a | 
' ( Check it interested ONLY in Resident Schoo! Training ot Les Angeles ' 
—_——_—— — — oe ee 
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SELL ‘N’ SWAP 


Requirements are: copy limit of 25 words (not 
including name and address); 1st come, 1st served; 
we reserve the right to edit where necessary; we are 
not responsible for accuracy of description, although 
we wall reject any misleading statements. This service 
és not open to commercial advertisers. No ads will 
be accepted if payment is not made in advance, and 
such communications wll not be acknowledged. f es 4 
one CAR may be listed in any single Sell 'N’ Swap 
insertion. This_limstation will not apply to parts, 
catalogs, etc. The charge is $4 per insertion. If 
your car +5 unusual and you have a photo of st 
susttable for publication, you may submit it with 
your ad. If we decide to print it there’s no cost to 
you for the cut, but we'll have to decide which pho- 
tos to use. Sorry, no photos can be returned.—Editos 


SELL 


7 PAIGE Model 6-75 5-pass. sed. One-owner car, 
in exc. cond. New top, paint, battery. Good tires 
(2 mew); mech. sound, in daily use. Many extra 
parts. $500. Elmer M. Raedlein, 2501 N. Siset St., 
Milwaukee 10, Wis. 

'48 JAGUAR Mark IV 4-dr. saloon. Beautiful cond. 
—engine just o’hauled, recent 7-coat green lacquer, 
orig. Lucus headlights, fog lights. $1450. K. Baird, 
ao sur St., San Francisco, Calif. Phone PRos- 


SS ‘AUBURN 653 cpe. Just completed engine o’haul, 
with new factory parts. Body needs work. Reason 
for selling: lack o Sonne. Johnny Rainbolt, 620 
N. College .. Cordell, Ok 

55 MERCEDES-BENZ 190- SL rdser. Silver-gray, 
spotless; driven only 5000 mi. In top condition me- 
chanically, new carburetor. $3500 or best sey. } sya 
W. Ecce, 1742 R St., N.W., Washington 9, 
DUESENBERG J engine, chassis parts; ak. Cub. 
caps, brake drums, brake covers, fenders, hood, radi- 
ator shell, winterfront, instruments, clutch, traasmis- 
sion, differential, Klaxon K-33 horns. A. R. Thurn, 
1865 Cloverleaf Sc., Bethlehem, Pa. 

‘08 ZEDEL open 4-seater. Interesting French antique, 
absolutely orig. Tires, uph., body, mech. exc. Can be 


a 5 eta 


seen in New York Ci : Bawoktaie J. L. Du Mon- 
tant, 524 Rue Plessis, fontreal, Canada. 

PARTS FOR '34 DE SOTO Airflow Model SE 4-dr. 
sed.: 3 engines, rear ends, overdrives, transmissions, 
radiators & many other parts in usable cond. id 
inquiries to Box 334, Rocky Mount, N.C. 
ORIGINAL MAGAZINE ADS & color prints of 
Duesenberg, Cord, Auburn, Cadillac 8, 12, 16, Mar- 
mon 8, 16, Packard 8, 12, Pierce-Arrow, Jordan, 
Kissel, Seutz, Lincoln KB, others. Complete listings 
e- Sheldon J. Lewis, 61-33 213th St., Bayside, 


,N. 
5” HORCH 5-pass. conv. 150-hp, straight 8, ohv 
engine. New top, tires & paint exc.; looks & runs 





like new. $2500. tag Glynn, 7127 Maple Terr., 
Milwaukee, Wis. Phone GR 6-3705. 
‘48 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL V-12 in exc., all- 
orig. cond. Hunter Green, with ww’s; o.d. $2000. 
J. Sam Johnson, P. O. Box 672, Owensboro, Ky. 
MALLORY DISTRIBUTOR for Straight 8 Buick, 
$17.50 ppd. MOTOR TREND—1950 che 1956, 
less KD 50 & June ‘52, $14 ppd. T. J. Byrne, 
Box 1179, El Dorado, Ark. 
‘49 RILEY 2.5-liter sed. Engine completely recondi- 
tioned 2000 mi. ago. Body & interior good; needs 
aint. South Wind heater. $400 or nearest offer. Dr. 
. W.. Huestis, ‘i W. Glenm Ave., Glenshaw 
(near Pittsburgh) , 
CLASSIC CAR Sales’ Catalogs: Packard, Chrysler, 
Lincoln, Cadillac, Pierce-Arrow, orphan & foreign 
cars; minimum $5 each. Also MOTOR (N.Y.) an- 
nual numbers; details for large, stamped, addressed 
envelope. A. E. Twohy, 400 N. Kenmore, Los An- 
geles. 









Selec Oe of 
Solid Case Alumi- 
oum oy 4 in 
Gun-metal Black. 






g Trahan Brevetcata 

Japancse Nambu 

] Frontier 44 Cole 

] Belgium Automati¢ 
POSTPAID 

} Czechoslovakian Pistol 

]$ y 38 Police Special Folder, 10¢ 





© 1957 


LYTLE NOVELTY CO. 
2656-14 Fashion Avenue 
Long Beach 10, California Orders 

















PORTABLE GARAGE 


HEAVY GAUGE VINYL PLASTIC 
$6" 


FORMER PRICE 
$10.00 





Use IT ANYWHERE! 

® Goes wherever your car goes @ Folds compactly 
© Keeps rain, snow, dust, salt air, sun or sleet away 
® Durably constructed of vinyl plastic ¢ Nylon thread 
for extra security ® Spring-tite elasticized bottom, holds 
securely © Fits all models © Direct from manufacturer 
® Enclose check or money order for $6.75 plus 25¢ 
postage (Total $7.00), or sent C.O.D 

EXTRA-HEAVY GARAGE ‘$8.95 

10-Day Money Back Guarantee 


CRYDER SALES Dept. PG-33 
WHITESTONE 57, N.Y. 








ALL-NEW 1957-8 
HI-PERFORMANCE 
NDBOOK-CATA 


HAI -CATALOG 
HOW TO STEP UP YOUR CAR’S 
POWER! MILEAGE! STYLE! 
ALL-NEW Catalog reveals TRUTH about Power 
— Gives “Seuping” inte, Customizing Tips! 
‘Shows ali brands fer ALL care—100, 000 items 











im stock Multi injection, 
Dual Exhausts, Racing Cams, Meads, Pistons, prescalig 0 
Tools, Latest “Dress-up” Accessories, Chrome, Fibergiats 


Spert Bodies, etc. Buy DIRECT & SAVE! it's FREE—write 


ALMQUIST Dep lmrc 10 (beaters Wanted) 





T-BIRD OWNERS 


Auto Top Lift removes & stores your hardtop. Now $9.95 
ppd. Instrument panei, Padded vinyl storage pocket 


many Bird items. Write Dept. MT-4, for brochures. 


JAMES AUTO SPECIALTIES 











FREE St0\HUNTING KNIFE 


We give you handiest hunting and fishing knife you’ “ ever 
had! Has 4-INCH LONG highly tempered steel blade—VERY 
SHARP! gp handle, We send knife FREE to mane 
you with o Please send 25c for 
ing. NO LiMiT—but send 25c handling for each knife. 


Order 
HUNTING KNIFE, Dept. K-182,Box 881, St. Louls, Mo. 












































‘28 STUTZ SPEEDSTER in factory cond. A master- 
piece of restoration by professional craftsmen; orig. 
in every detail. Driven only 1500 mi. $3450 or make 
om Bruce D. Robbins, 1949 Paloma St., Pasadena, 
‘47 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL conv. New trans. 
& o.d., new top, brakes & ww’'s. V-12 fair; chrome 
very good. $995. Gordon F. Crafts, 6410 Riverside 
ve., Riverside, Calif. 
TRIPPE Senior 8 driving lights. Brand new, 
chromed, guar. perf. & orig. for classics. $35 pair. 
Junior 6 sports car lights, $30 em Limited supply. 
Sy Morris, 1208 Leeper, South Be Ind. 
‘26 STUDEBAKER 4-dr. in good p*y Runs good; 
— good $85. Clifford Lawrence, Hay Springs, 
eb. 


‘31 PLYMOUTH PA sed. Exc. mech. cond.; body 
exc. Ready to drive anywhere. Include ‘32 PA cpe. 
(restorable) & many spare parts. First $200 takes. 
Larry Brown, 2161 Dexter Ave., Seattle 9, Wash. 
COLLECTOR'S ITEM—’41 Fiat spt. custom, body 
by Bartone of Italy. Orig. built for Benito Musso- 





cond.; completely o’hauled in Europe. 
Colombo, 2424 24th St., Astoria, 


with beaut. 


lini. Exc. 
Best offer. R. L. 


L.I., N.Y. 

‘32 PIERCE-ARROW cpe. Rare classic, 
new blue paint, 6 red wire wheels, new tires. 
Drive anywhere. $1250. Alton Walker, Box 65, 
Pebble Beach, Calif. 

'26 ROLLS-ROYCE Silver Ghost Pall Mall phaecon. 


Peautiful general restoration; new tires, 4-wheel 
brakes, manual. Black with red Naugahyde. Runs 
exc. $1650. L. C. Shattuck, Re. 6, Box 216, 


Tucson, Ariz. 

BODY PARTS for '37 Cord conv. Also parts for 
'34-'35-'36 Hupmobile. Hup _— are complete & in 
running cond. Also limit supply of Auburn 
owner's manuals. Oliver L. Ehresman, 58 South- 
wick St., P.O. x 205, Feeding Hills, Mass. 

'32. PLYMOUTH * PB conv. rdstr. 90% restored; 
orig. engine recently rebuilt; new tires & top. Side- 





mounts, 6 wire chaile. Resstaned 4 to run perfectly. 
$500, incl. many spare parts. Claude Jackson, 329-A 
S. Orange Ave., Monterey Park, Calif. 


50 VERITAS spt. 
ohc, 3 carbs, de Dion rear, 
bars, Alfin drums, radio. Mech. perf.; paint fair. 
$1500. H. Gallo, 145 W. Pulaski Rd., Hunting- 
ton Sta., Long Island, N.Y. Phone "HAmilton 


7-90 

‘48 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL cony., with Me 12 
engine, o.d., r & h, new top. 5100 mi. on complete 
o’haul. B. C. Musselman, 572 Madison Ave., New 
York 22. Phone Plaza 1-2100. 

‘15 FORD touring. Completely restored & o’hauled. 
gto. C. S. Amsley, St. Thomas, Pa. Phone EM 


cpe. with Spohn body. 6-cyl. 
6-speed trans., torsion 


SELL OR SWAP 


'48 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL, with ‘50 Olds 
engine. Black, with ww’s. $850 cash, or will trade 
even on late model passenger, sport, or custom car. 
ve Summers, 35 Fairground Ave., Hagerstown, 


‘50 MG-TD, with modified Henry J, 6-cyl. engine, 
o.d. S-W instruments in custom dash, other extras. 
Exc. performance with, unspoiled roadability. $945; 
interesti trades A. J. Schwarz, 6040 
Winthrop Ave., Chicago 40. 








'36 CORD 810 sed. All-new paint, chrome, tires, 
brakes, uph., U-joints, etc. Engine & trans. o’hauled. 
$2000 or trade plus cash. An ny Hodal, 17W742 
Grantley, Villa Park, Ill. : 
*°39 LINCOLN ZEPHYR 4-dr. conv., with ‘49 
Lincoln engine. Worlds Fair show car; good cond. 
thruout. Best offer, or trade toward late Ford product 
conv. David Wagner, 20 Pacific Ave., Nanuet, N.Y. 
°33 CADILLAC V-12 limousine. Orig. paint & pin 
striping, no dents or rust. 32,000 orig. mi.; engine, 
ignition, brakes, cooling system, 6 ww’s all tip top. 
$1200, or consider trade for conv. of equal value. 
Charles Watts, 1470 Christina Dr., Northbrook, 
Ill. Phone CR 2-2253. 
‘41 CADILLAC 62 clb. cpe. 100% orig. & excep- 
tionally clean. & h, ww’s, standard shift. Best 
cash offer, or trade even, for later, clean car. E. W. 
Gustafson, 12881 Russell Ave., Chino, Calif. Phone 
LY coming 8-2327. 
’41 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL conv., with ‘54 
Lincoln V8 engine & Buick < barrel carb. New top, 
new brakes, radio. Good cond. Will trade. William 
aed aa Canton, Conn. Phone (Collinsville) OW 
46 
48 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL nie. with Chrys- 
ler V8 engine, all access. Good cond. Sacrifice for 
$1295 or trade for 53 Lincoln conv. William 
Stocker, 316 McNab Ct., Fillmore, Calif. 


WANTED 


’46-'48 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL conv. Good 
cond., - late ohv ae" Hydra-Matic trans. Send 
photos. S . A. Gray, 2720 Capitol Ave., Sacramento, 


STUTZ BEARCAT, '24 to ‘32, in good mech, cond. 
Body can be fair, but must be complete. Will 
y fair price; other makes considered. Edward 
lang 215. Freeman Parkway, Providence, R.I. 
FENDER SKIRT—right—for '41 CADILLAC 60-S. 
Prefer no rust, minimum repair. A. R. Newron, 
Box 82, Emlenton, Pa. 
°38 BUICK Century Series 60 conv. cpe., with 
fender wells & tire covers. Must be in good cond. 
State price in 1st letter. Photos suena. oo! 
Wolfe, 2111 N. 16th St., Arlington 1, Va. Phone 
JAckson 5-5213. 
MOTOR ANNUALS,. 1920 to 1932; catalogs & 
manuals of CLASSICS only. Paying top prices for 
mint copies. State aski — & full description of 
subject seme. img 7. eldon J. Lewis, 61-33 213th 
St., Bayside, L 
PACKARD 12, pe good, for one or two day's 
drive to St. Louis area. John G. Allen, 317 
Fourth St., Edwardsville, Ill. 





For Car Lovers! An Exciting New 


Hi Fi Record! 





The AUTOMOBILE 


oe sue 






M08 CADILLAC @ 108@ PERRARE 
ee ee me 
eee 








HEAR 
high fidelity. 
the 1956 Ferrari. 
1911 Simplex, 
many others. 

SEE 12 full-color photos of famous antique cars. 
some gold, 
able for framing. 


READ fascinating booklet telling history of the automobile. 


At your record store, 
just $5.95 with your ~~ and address. 
tee. Sorry, no C.O.D.'s 


THE AUTOMOBILE 
The sounds of 50 Years 


$5.95 complete! 


rw 


only 





dozens of cars authentically in 
They’re all there from the 1906 Cadillac to 
Including Stanley Steamer, 1907 Packard, 


1912 Buick, Porsche, Corvette, Jaguar, and 


Plus hand- 
black and red print of 1914 Stutz Bearcat suit- 


Can be played on any long-play phonograph. 


or order direct from Unicorn. Send 
Money-back guaran- 
° 


UNICORN RECORDS 


75 STATE STREET, BOSTON, MASS. 





FISHER PRODUCTS PROUDLY PRESENTS 


WIDE- 
ANGLE 


MELAS 


Turn Signals 


FITS ALL CARS! 


Easy 
Installation! 


* Here at last is a directional 

signal that leaves no doubt 

about your intentions! Best 
of all, it can be seen over the amazing 
angle of 180° — including the driver 
alongside, who cannot see your ordi- 
nary front and rear signals! 


® Are you running the 
usual danger of not 


ing seen b 


other 


cars approaching the same 
intersection, from whatever 


direction ? 


Then the bril- 


liant beacon of the MELAS 
Side-Mount Turn Signals 
are a must for ~_ safety. 


They are alrea 


standard 


equipment on the Mercedes 
and other fine cars. These 
brilliant signals fit all cars 


and hook right into 


our 


present directional signal 


SAFETY 


wires. Price includes bulbs. 
Specify 6 or 12 volt. 


Write For Catalogue 


BEAUTY 


TO YOUR CAR 





FISHER PRODUCTS 
21-23 44th DRIVE - L. |. CITY 1, N. Y. 


MOTOR TREND/APRIL 1957 73 























“Blowing up a storm{” 


74 MOTOR TREND/APRIL 1957 






Keep Off the Glass 


DDED TO THE CYMBALIC CLANG 
of clashing bumpers now comes the 
dainty tinkling of broken glass in that 
grand cacophony produced by squeez- 
ing out of a tight parking space. Pardon 
the musical approach—what we really 
mean is what motivated the miscon- 
ceived design impulse which put the 
first glass in bumpers? 

It all began in 1942 when Oldsmobile 
put lights in automobile cow-catchers. 
It was quickly followed by Buick, which 
blossomed with back-up lights placed 
conveniently for smashing by the bump- 
er bombs of Cadillacs and others. This 
monkey-see, monkey-do trend has con- 
tinued. Have a good look at the Lincoln 
as an example. 








Rea : 


The modern automobile bumper is 
a sham from the start. In most cases, its 
massive appearance is belied by the fact 
that it is flimsy, easily dented, and of- 
fers little protection to your car. To 
place lights in this already fragile and 
vulnerable component borders on the 
ridiculous. We must also mention that 
some parking and signal lights are so 
placed as to be easily smashed when 
some bumper over-rides yours. 

It should be obvious to the most 
style-conscious designer that bumpers 
should be built to withstand the every- 
day dings and bumps which are an 
almost inevitable traffic experience. 
What we need here is more steel, more 
rubber, and NO glass. 
























Glass 
Bumpers 
EXTRA 

















ASS> Morro <$Zs 
PEOPLE THAT DRIVE IN GLASS CARS 
SHOULDNT THROW FITS. 

CWHEN THEY GET HITS.) 3 
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* BUMPERS. 
ty ARE 3 
BETTER 

THAN EVER 


— SOCIETY OF 
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GLASS LOVERS 
Prt teceae’ y 






































EERE ALTOS, 


HE 


Amazing new gasoline pressure regulator, 
pulsation dampener, lifetime fuel filter, 
carburetor protector employs entirely new automotive 
engineering principles, gives results never 
before possible in new or old cars! 


ae 

Are you one of the hundreds of thousands of motorists 
troubled with rough idling, dying, vapor lock, jerky acceleration, 
_ difficult starting, traffic stalling, carburetor wear, poor gas mileage, 
| excessive gasoline odors in the car? 


Miracles do happen! For years Detroit has searched for a solution to 
fuel system problems. Now . . . after years testing new materials and 
principles, we’ve developed Mileage Minder . . . the patented, non- 
restrictive pressure regulator, pulsation dampener, lifetime fuel filter 
and carburetor protector. 


News of Mileage Minder’s success has traveled like wild- 
fire. Car dealers and service shops the country over have 7 
installed Mileage Minder and found the answer to poor 
gas mileage, flooding, rough idling, traffic stalling, ex- 7 
cessive gasoline odors in the car and rapid carburetor 7 
wear. Does not restrict factory recommended fuel pres- 7 
sures—no high speed fuel starvation. Many thousands of 
motorists have already discovered and are telling others 7) 
how Mileage Minder both saves money and gives better 








HERE'S HOW MILEAGE MINDER IS ABLE TO } performance. 
ABSOLUTELY GUARANTEE MORE POWER, BETTER — NOW, Try Without Risk. Order Mileage Minder now. © 
PERFORMANCE, GREATER GAS MILEAGE: - You'll save gas, start quicker, get away faster, eliminate | 
» galloping idle, vapor lock and stalling . . . or your money © Pi 
: . ' cheerfully refunded. 
@ From fuel pump — gasoline surges in i : 
raw, unregulated hammering pulsations! _ Mileage Minder Promises and Delivers All This | 
Within amazing new Mileage Minder, four steps take place: j @ Big gas savings @ Stop stalling 
A. Lifetime micro-porous filter removes all sludge-  ~ @ Smoother idling © Tiptoe power, flash- 
making dirt and metal particles small as .001”. 3 @ No galloping or - pr gn 
B. Patented spring loaded neoprene diaphragm © creeping © Smooth names nit the 
tames hammer-like pulsations, regulates fuel to — @ End vapor lock way—no surgel 
even, full flow. n ; @ Reduce carburetor @ End high speed 
€. Vapor-locking gasses are harmlessly trapped in | wear fuel starvation 


vapor dome. : 
BD. A steady, clean, economical flow of gasoline is | DEALERS... DISTRIBUTORS... FLEETS) ( 
delivered to the carburetor. a Patented Mileage Minder regulates and filters gasoline 7 

* flow without restricting effective factory recommended aa 
fuel pressures. Car dealers are finding that Mileage Minder on each 

















Hliantly new delivered saves free service time and gas mileage complaints. 
me » stations and garages are making new friends with Mileage 
Plated inder every day! Fleets are showing quick gas economy and 


maiptenance savings! Order now on company letterhead. Trade dis- 
ts apply. Write, wire or phone for money making facts. 
































Cie 
| PASER MFG. CO. I 
| 535N Turk Street, San Fr i 2, California | 
Pe I Please send Mileage Minder postpaid with satisfaction guaranteed. | 
l Pays for itself in 2 weeks or money refunded. | 
a” | enclose cash____check money order for $6.95. | 
(Special, quick action offer includes postage) | 
l ame | 
Pa Address 
cry STATE 
Make, year, model of car. | 





Exclusive principles fully covered by U.S. Patent No. 2544289 foe ae ae ae ee ee ae oe oe 
Motor Trend, April 
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. . than ever! It’s the authentic university button-down collar 
An American Revolution In Style! with a back-button—now in brilliant Tartan stripes and 


Van Heusen now makes an American college “great”— greater checks! Washable cotton; short sleeves, $4., long sleeves, $5. 


The University Tradition comes to Van Ivy Shirts 


by VAN HEUSEN 


At better stores everywhere, or write to Phillips-Jones Corp., 417 Fifth Avenue, New York 16, New York 
CUP FROM CARTIER Makers of Van Heusen Shirts « Sport Shirts * Ties * Pajamas * Handkerchiefs + Underwear « Swimwear + Sweaters 








